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Experts unimpressed with 
Kabariti’s first 100 days of rule 


By Raed Al Abed 
Star Staff Writer 
HUNDRED DAYS is a short 
period of time to judge the gov¬ 
ernment of Prime Minister 
Abdel Karim Kabariti. This is a 
view agreed upon by political 
wise men. But the performance 
of the government needs to be 
more dynamic internally, and 
more balanced externally. 

Mr Kabariti was given the 
green light by His Majesty King 
Hussein, who insisted that dra¬ 
matic changes lake place in the 
most sensitive areas of govern¬ 
ment Kabarati’s cabinet is 
strongly tied to the Palace, Par¬ 
liament and the security ser¬ 
vices—a source of envy from 
previous premiers. It is impor¬ 
tant to mention the strong back¬ 
ing Kabariti’s government 
received from the press. These 
made the mission of Mr Kabariti 
even more challenging. 

In relation to (he democratic 
process, “The government had 
introduced positive aspects," 
said Ibrahim Izziden, a former 
deputy prime minister who is 
considered a liberal. For him, a 
recent arrests were not helpful to 
the government’s assumed role. 


"The government should pay 
attention to these arrests because 
its record has been positive 
towards democracy" he added. 

The airests, especially among 
Islamists, ended the honeymoon 
between the government and the 
opposition, particularly the 
Islamic Action From (IAF). 

‘The government must put an 
end to the arrests. Unfortunately, 
the campaign is much tike of 
those in the past," said Lower 
House deputy Hamza Mansour, 
and IAF spokesman. “These 
arrests are embarrassing. We feel 
they happened because of exter¬ 
nal pressures." 

One of the first actions of the 
government has been to embark 
on a program to lessen its role in 
the media. But the government is 
accused by some of meddling in 
the internal affairs of the press 
and it not yet clear how far it wiR 
go in that direction. 

The restructuring of the secur¬ 
ity services to make them more 
accountable is another point in 
the government’s favor. This 
week, the government adopted a 
draft law for the Institute of Free¬ 
dom, Democracy and Human 
Rights Studies—which has been 



Kabariti 


side-stepped by previous 
administrations. 

Observers believe that the cab¬ 
inet has been too optimistic 
about its confrontation of the 
nagging issues of poverty and 
unemployment. But to date, the 
government has failed to unveil 
its own program to combat these 
problems. On the contrary, 
prices have continued to rise and 
the government has recently 
approved price hikes for water 
and electricity. In addition, it 


became the first government to 
announce openly its willingness 
to increase the price of bread. 

“Despite the fact that job 
opportunities are improving, 
prices hikes, specially of 
imported materials continue," 
said Senator Dr Jawad Anoni. 
"The government ambitions are 
varied and this is why we can’t 
judge it at the moment. I expect 
things will be better at the end of 
this year." 

Referring to social issues, 
experts believe that studies were 
carried out and mechanisms 
created, but the implementation 
remains weak. "Many plans have 
been tried in Jordan, but this gov¬ 
ernment has not developed a 
clear agenda to affect social 
change.” Izziden explained. 

Dr Anani, a former minister 
and an economic expert, was 
more forthcoming in his assess¬ 
ment. “By the middle of the next 
year, there will be more invest¬ 
ments, however wages will seri¬ 
ously decrease as a result of the 
gradual increase in prices." 

But price increases will create 
more tension to the already wors¬ 
ening economic situation. 
Experts agree that the govern- 


Cairo meeting stresses openness 
between Jordan, Egypt, PNA 
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By Ahtnari Shaker 

Special to The Star 
WITH THE participation of 
His Majesty King Hussein, 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, and Palestinian 

Chairman Yasser Arafat, 

Amman is expected to hosrthe 
second tripartite summit of the 
Peace Camp-on 5 June. The 
meetining will come three 
weeks after a similar one that 
took place in the Egyptian cap¬ 
ita] last week. 

The Amman summit is sig¬ 
nificant because it would be 
convened soon after the end of 
the Israeli elections, the fourth 
pejjce partner, which may put 
the peace train at a crossroad. 

Well-informed sources 
describe the May summit in 
Cairo as an interest—oriented 
and a frank meeting. Indicative 
of this, the visits which pre¬ 
ceded that summit, including 
the. King’s last meeting with 
Resident Mubarak on his way 
home iron] Europe. 

“Tie Cairo summit removed 
the suspicion that at tiroes hung 
over certain issues that were 
flu? i». the agenda between the 
thfte4eaders during their Cairo 
meeLiGng Hussein’s statments 
wdrp crystal clear Jordan’s 
support for the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) and 
the PLO is unequivocal. 

Moreover, an agreement was 
reacted between Jordan and 
the PNA on the following 
issues: 


By Fred Barbash 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 

LONDON—-Pity the Thames. 
The millennium cometh. and 
with it, a notion that the river is 
somehow not good enough for 
the occasion. 

Among the solutions: erect¬ 
ing a ftrris wheel along its 
banks that would rise as high 
as the Washington Monument; 
encasing some of the buildings 
on its shores in a "crystal pal¬ 
ace” of glass: "linking and 
weaving" it together into a new 
“blue highway" by the use of 
high-tech boats. Last year, the 
government released a Thames 
Strategy, devised by consul¬ 
tants, with the notion of plan¬ 
ning the river into submission. 

Pray for the Thames. And 
consider whether it really 
needs much help 
celebrating 

history. mw i 

The Thames, l|7ifr|- 
whose name was 
recorded as far - 

back as’ Julius D* f 
^Caesar, is 213 11 V ^ 

miles long. It 
twists and turns 
through Greater 
London for roughly 30 miles 
from Hampton Court in the 
west to Greenwich in the east. 
At one end, at Hampton Court 
Palace, the King James version 
of the Bible was bom. At the 


■ In the presence of. 
President Mubarak, 

King Hussein stated 
clearly to chairman 
Arafat that Jordan has 
no intention what¬ 
soever of becoming an 
alternative to the Pal¬ 
estinian National 
Authority, and that it 
neither believes in nor 
recognizes any other 
Palestinian leadership. 

King Hussein added 
that Jordan has no aim 
or interest other than 
supporting the Pales¬ 
tinian people and their 
legitimate leadership 
to realize their 
national rights and 
establish an indepen¬ 
dent Palestinian state 
with Jerusalem as its 
capital. The King said Jordan 
will never compete with Pales¬ 
tinians during the final status 
negotiations with Israel. King 
Hussein said that in no time 
and by no means will Jordan 
connive with Hamas, neither 
wifi the latter cany our any 
activities in the Kingdom. 

■ Jordan will support the 
Palestinians in their final status 
negotiations. A special office 
will be established in Jordan 
comprising experts to offer 
consultation and provide Otto¬ 
man. British and Jordanian 
documents on the issues of bor¬ 
ders, Jerusalem and the refu¬ 
gees question. 



■ King Hussein clearly said 
thar Jordan has no aspirations 
over Jerusalem and that Jor¬ 
dan's call for the return of the 
city and its shrines to the Pales¬ 
tinians is sincere. Jordan's role 
in assuming guardianship of the 
holy places proceeds from, and 
as long as they are under Israeli 
rule. 

The old city of Jerusalem, 
which includes the shrines, has 
nothing to do with the discus¬ 
sions on the question of sove¬ 
reignty, as the holy places are 
not subjecr to political sove¬ 
reignty, but only to that of 
God's. Jerusalem is the symbol 
and title of peace, the King 


stated. Jordan will do its best to 
preserve Jerusalem and the 
holy shrines therein until the 
Palestinians regain their rights 
there. 

■ The three parties have a 
mutual interest in drawing the 
red lines to define their inter¬ 
relations, especially at this 
stage. 

■ Jordon comperes with 
nobody for a pivotal role in the 
region, and fully supports 
Egypt. Any setback on the final 
status negotiations between 
Palestinians and Israelis will 
have negative repercussions on 
the peace process in Jordan and 
Egypt. Therefore, coordination 


and frankness among the three 
parties should be promoted to 
strengthen peace camp. 

* An agreement was reached 
to cooperate in the security 
field. In the post. Jordan stated 
that it has no national-or secur¬ 
ity interest to provide support 
to any party that sabotages 
Egyptian and Palestinian secur¬ 
ity. Jordan does not provide 
shelter to any Egyptian subser- 
sive elements. Security in the 
region is indivisible. 

■ The three parties agreed to 
consolidate and promote 
accords of economic coopera¬ 
tion, to encounter poverty and 
unemployment, both of which 
enable the anti peace forces to 
gain sympathy. 

■ They agreed that the 
recent events in Lebanon have 
shown that Syria prefers to 
work alone, and separately 
from Egypt, and Jordan. The 
peace camps should be 
strengthened, and be more 
effective in determining the 
future of the region, the leaders 
agreed. They suited that Leba¬ 
non should be free to make its 
decisions. The three leaders 
called for the withdrawal of 
non-Lebanese forces from Leb¬ 
anon’s territories, especially as 
Lebanon appealed to the trilat¬ 
eral summit to extend help dur¬ 
ing and after the recent Israeli 
aggression. 

On the other hand, observers 
Continued on page 2 


London to spruce up 
the Thames 


Re port 


other. Greenwich, the clock of 
the Western world was set. 

Between the two points, 
William the Conqueror started 
building the Tower of London 
78 years after the last millen¬ 
nium celebration. It still stands. 
Not far away, Shakespeare 
staged his plays. A stone's 
throw from there, the May¬ 
flower departed. And nearby, 
on the south bank, is the site of 
a famous old 
/frK mental hospital, 
Mary of 
•JG mrr Bethlehem, bet- 
•IjMr ter known to the 
’>? . •" world as 

h r f “bedlam.” 

I t Among those 
who have lived 
or worked on its 
banks; Geoffrey 
Chaucer, Henry VIII, Elizabeth 
I, Sir Thomas More, Charles 
Dickens, Wolfgang Amadeus 
Mozart. Dante Gabriel Ros¬ 
setti, George Eliot, Joseph 
Conrad, Thomas Carlyle, 


Oscar Wilde, Virginia Woolf. 
Ben Jonson, James Abbott 
McNeill Whistler. William 
Butler Yeats, Charles de 
Gaulle and Mick Jagger, to 
name a few. 

The complaint is that the 
river is hard to use and is thus 
underused. Like the rest of 
London, things just happened, 
and parts are a bit shabby. 
Some confess the real problem 
is that it is noL the Seine, not 
very romantic. A quick, unsci¬ 
entific survey of a few knowl¬ 
edgeable Londoners failed to 
turn up a single popular song 
about the Thames, save "Lon¬ 
don Bridge Is Falling Down.’’ 

Its banks are not terribly 
accessible: Tidal rhythms 
r ause the water to rise and fall 
22 feet in a single day. Great 
ugly walls protect the banks 
when the water is high. When 
the water level is low, on the 
other hand, it is a river of mud 
flats. Except up river, where 
it's bucolic, it's not for 


loungers. 

In fact, the Thames is neither 
romantic, nor blue, nor. any¬ 
more. a highway. It's a clutter. 
Britain hod an empire and a tra¬ 
ditional shipping made, which 
required great wharves and 
warehouses. The empire went 
away and container vessels 
replaced the old ships, but the 
old wharves and warehouses 
remained. Some became apart¬ 
ment complexes, but then the 
recession came along and 
many of the apartments were 
left empty. They are just now 
filling up. 

But while the river may be 
underutilized, as the Thames 
Strategy report said last year, 
the clutter is not. The Battersea 
Power Station, stunning in its 
dark silhouette, was the setting 
for the recent movie "Richard 
III” 

On weekends, a construction 
site immediately to its west 
becomes a bazaar of the 
nation's junk. The crane on the 


site is a gathering place for 
bungee jumpers, who, for a fee, 
get hoisted high above the river 
and then dropped. 

In nearby Battersea Park, 
you never know what you will 
find. One week it was a con¬ 
vention of vintage motorcy¬ 
cles—complete with vintage 
bikers—sponsored by Harley- 
Davidson. 

Even the mud Hals can be 
fun. If you are adventurous, 
like Stephanie Tickner. who 
guides tours along the river- 
banks for London Walks, you 
can go scrounging in the muck 
for artifacts. ‘Tve got a lovely 
old collection of clay pipes 
from the 1600s,” she said. “If 
you were to dredge the middle, 
you’d find armor going back 
3,000 years.” 

Hie South Bank arts com¬ 
plex—diagonally across and 
slightly down river from the 
Palace of Westminster—is 
alive with activity day and 
night. 
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ment should work at ail levels to 
avoid more increases in the price 
of basic commodities. 

The economic policy of the 
government, which is a continu¬ 
ation of previous governments, 
is based on the Economic 
Restructuring Program (ERP) 
agreed upon with the IMF. “In 
other words the infrastructure is 
there and the political will for 
reform is there," said Izziden. 

“But this government, like the 
previous ones, is not taking bold 
decisions in the administrative 
reforms. It should be more 
aggressive," he added. 

“In the short run the govern¬ 
ment's effort aims to strengthen 
the foreign reserve, to maintain 
the level of the interest rate and 
activate the Amman Financial 
Market." Anani said. 

Experts doubt the government 
has the will to uproot corruption. 
Even the Law of Illicit Gain is 
still marching back and forth 
between the Lower and Upper 
Houses. 

"Up till now I do not feel that 
the government has shown a 
political will to introduce new 
and meaninglul legislations to 

Continued on page 2 


First Ladies call for 
commitment to development 


By Star Staff Writer 
AMMAN—The second meet¬ 
ing of the International Steer- ' 
ing Committee on the Eco¬ 
nomic Advancement of Rural 
Women (ISC), which was 
opened by Their Majesties 
King Hussein and Queen Noor 
on Tuesday, concluded its M 

meetings Wednesday with a ^ 

call to address the problems 
and issues of rural women. The 
First ladies of 15 countries 
attending the two-day meeting. 

Her Majesty Queen Noor in 
her concluding remarks said 
participants had concluded that 
rural women were creditworthy 
and called for a review of poli- 
cies affecting land ownership. 
inheritance and credit rules. 

In his opening address King Hussein 
pointed to alarming figures about the state of 
rural women in the world today and 
described them as a challenge facing the ISC 


and United Nations agencies and bodies con¬ 
cerned with development and human rights. 
The King said the challenge is in establish- 

Continued on page 3 


Iraqi hospitals suffer from 
lack of drugs, disrepair 


By Oronb AI Abed 

Special to The Star 
BAGHDAD—In a six-patient 
room in Ibn Al Beladi Hospital 
in Saddam City, the morning 
round for the doctors, with 
only one specialist in epidemi- 
oloy, continues daily. Patients, 
laying on unsheeted beds, suf¬ 
fer while waiting for God’s 
mercy to relieve their pain. 

With UN sanctions imposed 
on Iraq since 1990 the state of 
Iraqi hospitals has deteriorated 
to dire levels. In the summer, 
with the tempretures soaring, 
windows are left open. Out¬ 
side, the smell of rotting gar¬ 
bage seeps in. 

Flies hover over helpless 
patients. They are everywhere: 
on walls, food and on babies 
milk. 

With no sterilization availa¬ 
ble, the hospital is rife wiih 
cockroaches running on floors 
and walls. For rhe 36-room 
floor in this hospital, only one 
toilet is available. There used 
to many toilets, but because 
pipes are in short supply, the 
toilets had to be knocked down 
and made part of the rooms, 
explained Dr AJhan Al Rashid. 

Patients enter hospitals to 
become well again. Bui not in 
Iraq. Lack of drugs, worn out 
equipment, flies, cockroaches 
and the general atmosphere is 
malting patients even more 
sick. 

Patients with leukemia, tha- 
lesmia and hemophilia can’t be 
treated because of the lack of 
medicines and working equip¬ 
ment, explained Dr Muhsen 
Maki Mahmoud, general direc¬ 
tor of Al Mansour Teaching 


Thanks to cash from Brit¬ 
ain's National Lottery, a dere¬ 
lict power station on the south 
bank is set to become a modem 
an wing of the Tate Gallery. A 
new replica of the Globe Thea¬ 
tre is nearly finished and 
already is selling tickets for 
Shakespearean productions. 

This summer, if all goes as 
planned, construction will 
begin on a full-size replica of 
the Mayflower, which is sched¬ 
uled to make a goodwill voy¬ 
age to the United Suites before 
returning Thameside for the 
millennium celebration. 

So why a Thames Straiegy? 
In fairness, the planners want 
more people to enjoy the river¬ 
side. But how? Hie Thames 
Strategy report suggests: "an 
appropriate character for the 
River Thames"; “visual cohe¬ 
sion to establish continuity 
throughout its length”; “a hier¬ 
archy of public/private spaces”; 
"an appropriate urban composi¬ 
tion"; "articulation and punctu¬ 
ation"; the strengthening of 
“existing focal points"; and 
“the establishment of new 
places at the natural coinci¬ 
dence of accessibility and 
activity" 

Luckily for the Thames, no one 
is in charge. ■ 



Hospital in Baghdad. 

Patients can’t count on local 
pharmaceutical production, 
which meets only 25 percent of 
the local market needs because 
factories are unable to import 
chemical agents needed for 
manufacturing. ‘The shortage 
of Vancristy [chemotherapy] is 
causing a major problem in the 
treatment of patients with leu¬ 
kemia," Dr Mahmoud added. 

Under the Iraqi-Jordanian 
protocol of 1995, Jordanian 
pharmaceuticals valued at S33 
million annually entered Iraq. 
In addition, drugs valued at 
$27 million came from NGO’s 
worldwide. “Unfortunately 
most of these drugs were not 
vital and most were already 
expired," pointed out the Min¬ 
ister of Health Medhat Muba¬ 
rak sarcastically. 


The shortage does not only 
affect drugs, but medical equip¬ 
ment and, more importantly, 
spare parts, which are prohib¬ 
ited from entering the country 
under the UN sanctions. 

“We are working hard to 
develop expertise, new inven¬ 
tions. and things which we 
have left a long time ago! We 
are reviving old methods," the 
minister said. 

In hospitals, for instance, 
there is no paper to write on. So 
they adopted a new system of 
writing on the back of old files. 
Hospital labs have almost 
stopped functioning since the 
Gulf War because of the dis¬ 
ruption of electricity. Fluctuat¬ 
ing electrical current and volt¬ 
age instability had damaged 

Continued on page 2 
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An unconventional report on Jordanian news 
and views edited by Marwan Al Asmar 



■ His Majesty King Hussein has inspected the Azraq air 
force base on Saturday to mark the end of the joint US- 
iordanian military maneuvers. The exercises, named opera¬ 
tion Eager Tiger, involved 34 US fighters and squadrons of 
the Jordanians Air Force. Jordan hopes to absorb US-made 
fighters into its air force sometime next year. The US planes 
will now confine their mission to surveillance of a no-fly 
zone over southern Iraq. 

About the maneuvers. King Hussein said he was pleased 
that Jordanian pilots were taking part. He said it was an 
opportunity to receive first-hand know-how about sophisti¬ 
cated technology. The King pointed out that the deployment 
of US warplanes in Jordan were not in any way directed 
against Iraq. 

‘The US is a friendly nation with which we conducted sev¬ 
en)! military exercises in the past," he said. ‘This is one of 
the largest one about which the Americans themselves have 
expressed satisfaction.'' the King added. 

Over 1.1 tlft US service personnel are stationed in Al 
Azraq. For the US. the joint exercises were an opportunity to 
share professional knowledge, said the commander of the 
Airpowcr Expeditionary Force in Jordan, Gen. Bill Looney. 
He said US jets fly about 10 sorties per day over southern 
Iraq. 


Corruption: practice 
and reality 

V Corruption: practice and 
reality 
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visited Prime Minister Abdel 
Karim Al Kabariri last week to 
urge for quick action. Mr Kaba- 
riti said the government is seri¬ 
ous about combatting corrup¬ 
tion, but it is still in the process 
of gathering information. On 
another level, the Council of 
Students of Higher Education 
at the University of Jordan has 
sent a memorandum to the 
Prime Minister demanding that 
he looks into cases of financial 
misuse and administrative cor¬ 
ruption in the university. 


dan is in the middle stage while 
5.S percent said that Jordan is a 
country that reached the ulti¬ 
mate in democratic freedoms! 


A two-star fool’ 

■ The Ministry of Supply has 
agreed to up-market popular 
restaurants—the fool, humus, 
and falafel variety. Now there 
will be ordinary and extraordi¬ 
nary category restaurants. They 
all sell the same stuff, but min¬ 
istry sources say the category A 
restaurants will provide better 
quality services. Would that 
mean better “fool” or better 
seating arrangements? We 
wonder. With fool, humous and 
falafel being the staple food of 
the majority of the underprivi¬ 
leged. we urge the government 
not to put its sticky fingers into 
this subject 


Kabariti for 
population 

■ It seems that the white revo¬ 
lution of the government is not 
out of steam after all. The pop¬ 
ulation is becoming high on the 
agenda from now on. Prime 
Minister Kabariti is instructing 
ministries and government 
agencies to start implementing 
the National Population Strat¬ 
egy which was adopted by the 
government in March. But 
what docs that mean, one might 
ask? This simply means cooidi- 
nation with the National Popu¬ 
lation Committee over any pro¬ 
jects and plans relating to 
population that the government 
wishes (o undertake. Could 
someone tell us exactly what 
this means? 


was published in A l Aswaq 
about the existence of a file 
with names, addresses and 
numbers. Minister of Informa¬ 
tion Dr Marwan Al Muasher 
denied the existence of such 
files. But the government keeps 
reminding us that it has a strat¬ 
egy to fight corruption. It 
would be appropriate and 
timely to tell us something 
about that strategy. But seri¬ 
ously, it has been reported by 
Ad Dustour that the govern¬ 
ment, is working hard to fight 
corruption—a complicated 

problem that needs patience 
and stamina. But people are 
angiy. An Islamic delegation 


Democracy on 
brakes 

■ Democracy might be an illu¬ 
sive concept, an elastic notion 
that stretches or decreases 
depending on who is leading 
the government. To our dis¬ 
may. democracy is on the 
retreat in 1996' Despite our 
belief of greater liberalization 
and transparency, a latest opin¬ 
ion poll by the Center of Strate¬ 
gic Studies has found that this 
was not the case. The poll 
found that the democratic pro¬ 
cess was reversing in 1996 
compared to 1993. Not surpris¬ 
ingly. it was found that political 
panics also had a lesser contri¬ 
bution in the political life of the 
country and had ceased to be 
effective in society. When were 
they ever effective? The poll 
found that tribalism and patron¬ 
age continue to have a strong 
griphold on society. About 18.3 
percent of the respondents said 
that Jordan is still in its initial 
stage of the democratic pro¬ 
cess. 70.1 percent said that Jor- 


Helping poor areas, 
finally! 

■ The Greater Amman Munici¬ 
pality (GAM) is again to be 
congratulated for its dynamic 
role in society. While some 
may say better late than never, 
the municipality is at last mov¬ 
ing into improving the terrain 
of poor areas in and around 
Amman. 

About 11 areas for develop¬ 
ment have been chosen. These 
“pockets of poverty” arc in Al 
Mahata. Al Qusscih. Wadi Al- 
Haddadi. Wadi Abdoun. Al- 
Lawzi neighborhood. Moham¬ 
mad Amin Camp. Abu Alia. Al 
Tafaileh neighborhood. Al 
Nuzha, Al Taj. Aum Nuwara 
and Wadi Al MurbcL The 
object is to provide better infra¬ 
structure and services for peo¬ 
ple living in these areas, munic¬ 
ipality officials say. 

Al Mahata seems to be the 
first area to benefit since both 
population and technical stud¬ 
ies have already been com¬ 
pleted. Officials say Al Mahata 
will serve as a role model for 
development of other areas. 

The Mahata project covers 
84 dunums with a population 
of 5000. New roads and play¬ 
grounds are envisaged for the 
camp to make it easier for the 
movement of people. 


Tour operators promote Indian tourism 

Continued from page 3 


and said that Jordan too could soon become a tourist destination for 
Indians. A buyer-seller meeting was held where Indian and Jordanian 
tour operators discussed package tours to India Royal Jordanian cur¬ 
rently flies to New Delhi and Calcutta and will shortly start service to 
Bombay. .Air India has started service to Tel Aviv. An Indian embassy 
source said many Indians arc interested in visiting the Holy Land and 
Jordan but are finding difficulty in obtaining tourist visas to Jordan, 
which usually take more than a month to issue. Jordanians can obtain 
visas to India in one dav. ■ 
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Prince Hassan visits Safawi 


■ The development 
of Jordan's Badia 
region was the main 
focus of HRH 
Prince Hassan's visit 
to the northern desert 
last week. The 
Prince, who was 
accompanied by 
Prime Minister 
Abdel Karim Kaba- 
riti. has always 
shown a great inter¬ 
est in supporting 
underprivilaged 
areas in Jordan. He 
told reporters that 
the development of 
the desert must be 
carried out through 
greater research and by utilizing the potential 
resources of these areas. 

The visit was in conjunction with the 
development program for the AI Safawi arid 
region. The internationally-backed program 
includes submission of research papers deal¬ 
ing with human resources, agriculture, indus¬ 
try and geology. The program covers an area 
of 11210 sq. km. 

Prince Hassan defined three dimensions 
for development in the desert. The social 


aspect represented through health, education 
and social development. The natural 
resources dimension, which include the 
exploitation of gas resources in the eastern 
desert. And finally, the vast areas of land 
that must be used for agriculture and graz¬ 
ing. This would not be achieved unless water 
resources arc preserved. The program is con¬ 
ducted under the supervision of the High 
Council of Science and Technology. 


Good news for 
journalists 

■ The editor of the leftist 
weekly Al Ahali. Mr Osama Al 
Rantisi. walked free out of 
court as presiding Judge Bas- 
sam Al Yamani of the Salt 
Court of First Instance rejected 
charges made against him. Mr 
Rantisi was charged earlier of 
distributing leaflets against the 
reception of Jewish tourists ‘ 
during the Fuheis Cultural Fes¬ 
tival of August last year. He 
was also accused of belonging 
to an illegal committee." the 
anli-Normalization Committee. 


Two other lawyers charged 
with Mr Rantisi, Mr Akcf 
Daoud and Mr Sabri Akroush 
also walked free. The issue of 
belonging to the committee is 
still controversial, since it is a 
coordinating framework for 
most of the opposition parties. 
The Rantisi case is a case in 
point. Many people before were 
also taken to court for belong¬ 
ing to the same organization. 
Once in court, they are invari¬ 
ably set free by-die judges. We 
need a final decision, as previ¬ 
ous legal. presence about the 
organization has not worked. 
Let us stop wasting the courts' 
and judges' valuable time, since 


they have more pressing legal 
matters to deal with. 


Good riddance! 

■ The Jordanian citizen who 
named his son Rabin after the 
late Israeli Prime Minister is 
presently in Israel visiting rela¬ 
tives. Rujae Sacd told the Israeli 
press thaL no one will employ 
him in Jordan simply because of 
the name he had given to his 
son. He said he is seriously 
thinking of staying in Israel and 
looking for a joh. Any offers for 
an unemployed farm hand? 


Iraqi hospitals suffer from 
lack of drugs, disrepair 


Continued from page 1 


sensitive medical equipment. 
Tests became out of the ques¬ 
tion. Baby incubators became 
obsolete. According to the 
1995 WHO report only 29 per¬ 
cent of Iraqi medical labs arc in 
use because the equipment had 
stopped functioning. 

“My daughter was born pre¬ 
mature: she stayed for 10 days 
in hospital hut died on the elev¬ 
enth because of problems with 
incubators." said a well-to-do 
father. Even his money 
couldn't save his baby girl. 

“Major hospital suregries 
have been reduced by 71 per¬ 
cent." said the minister. This is 
due to lack of anathysia, and 
antiseptics to sterilize wounds. 

UNICEF and the Interna¬ 
tional Committee for the Red 
Cross IICRC) supply the Al 
Mansour hospital. This is only 
10 percent of the drugs and 
equipment needed and it is not 
enough. A syringe is not used 
only once by a patient but dur¬ 
ing his entire stay in hospital. 


Patients have to be very cau¬ 
tious. The idea of being admit¬ 
ted with one problem and 
going out with several others is 
a daunting prospect for 
patients. More and more peo¬ 
ple arc staying al home 
because of the lack of care they 
receive in hospitals. In Mosul, 
nonh Iraq, the number of 
patients admitted to hospitals 
in 1989 was 43.709. In 1995. 
(lie number has dropped to 
25,864 despite the health dete¬ 
riorating situation. 

The number ol doctors in 
Iraq decreased. Many emi¬ 
grated because of low pay and 
poor working and living condi¬ 
tions. On average doctors 
receive 4.500 Iraqi dinars a 
month, about $6. 

The number of doctors 
working in a hospital in north¬ 
ern Iraq in 1990 was 95. This 
decreased to 88 in 1995. The 
lack of nurses is a more stag¬ 
gering problem. Every child 
admitted to hospital was 
accompanied by his mother to 
take care of him. While plates. 


glasses and spoons have to be 
brought by the mother, she is 
not entitled to any hospital 
food. 

Children enter hospital 
because of ma I nourishment 


Children enter hospital 
because of malnourishmcnt 
and chronic diarrhea because 
of polluted water and food and 
must be given dehydranl solu¬ 
tions and treated milk. But both 
items are in short supply. 

"The Red Cross and Red 
Crescent cover only 5 percent 
of our needs." said Dr 
Mahmoud. 

As in every society poor 
people become the first victims 
of a crisis. 

In spite of the shortage of 
drugs, black marketeers exploit 
the situation and force people 
to buy at exorbitant prices. The 
economic situation has become 
so bad that it is forcing phar¬ 
macists in hospitals to steal 
drugs coming into hospitals 
and sell it on the black market. 
The will to survive has made 
enemies out of brothers. ■ 
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fight corruption, and intro- 
duce transparency in gov¬ 
ernment," Izziden sad. 

The IAF submitted a 
documented report to die 
government about several 
cases of corruption. ‘The 
government knows that 
corruption is rooted in the 
country but it is hesitant 
and afraid to deal seriously 
with it," Mansour said. 

The foreign policy of the 
government is dramatically 
affecting the internal situa¬ 
tion. Its unclear policy 
towards the Palestinian 
National Authority, Iraq 
and the close relations with 
Israel imbalanced Jor¬ 
dan's regional and Arab 
role. ‘The rather controver¬ 
sial political decisions in 
foreign affairs negatively 
affected the country," 
Izziden said. "Our relations 
with the Gulf countries 
have been improved but not 
to an extent to encourage 
their businessmen to invest 
in Jordan.” 

“Jordanian diplomacy 
still cannot reflect the deep 
public reservations 

towards Israel.” he added. 

‘The government came 
to implement the so-called 
peace treaty- despite the fact 
that people feel this treaty 
is serving the Zionist, 
enemy and spoil relations 
with the Arab countries,” 
Mansour said. “Although 
the recent position towards 
Iraq does not serve our peo¬ 
ple and interests, the gov¬ 
ernment is still walking on 
this track.” ■ 


EL Al is 
delayed yet 
again 


■ El Al. the Israeli 
national Airline has yet 
again postponed its first 
flights to the Kingdom 
initially scheduled to 
begin on 19 May. Over the 
telephone, the carrier’s 
agent in Amman, who 
requested anonymity, told 
The Star that the delay is 
due to technical and 
administrative reasons. 

He said that the final date 
will be in the last week of 
June. The number of 
weekly flights, be said, are 
expected to be 5. 


stresses 

openness 

Continued from page 1 


say that the coming 
period will witness an 
improvement in inter 
Arab relations. They add 
that some other And) 
countries may take part 
in the forthcoming 
Amman Summit (From 
the Arab Maghreb or 
Gulf slates), as an 
expression of their full 
support to the peace 
camp. 

As for the Iraqi issue, 
the three leaders agreed 
to exert ail possible 
effon to alleviate the suf¬ 
fering of the Iraqi peo¬ 
ple. They also noted 
some signals of support 
from Iraq to the countries 
involved in the peace 
process as that directly 
affect Iraq. Hence, Ira? 
will be closer to Egypt 
and Jordan than Syria 
which has recently 
patroned an Iraqi opposi¬ 
tion conference in is 
territory. 

In this respect, the 
Israel-Turkey alliance 
was discussed, and its 
impact on the region was 
viewed. The three lead¬ 
ers agreed that King 
Hussein will explain 
these developments dur¬ 
ing his trip, today, to 
Ankara. King Hussein 
will also pronounce the 
three parties interest in 
maintaining cooperation 


strengthen its role in tbo 
stability of ihe region. 

The leaders agreed 
that further joint effort* 
should be made to bring 
Iraq back into the Arab 
and international conn 
muni ties, to end the suf¬ 
fering of the Iraqi P# 3 ' 
pie, and preserve its 
sovereignty and territo¬ 
rial integrity. The three 
leaders also agreed th* 
al! problems that *re 
associated with wattf 
should be solved in ways 
which serve continued 
development in the 
region and prevent the 
eruption of disputes on 
this matter m the future- 


UNRWA wil 
Mon to its 
says Hans 
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First Ladies 

Continued, from page 1 

ing commitmem to social solidarity. He said democracy, 
pluralism and respect for human rights must go hand in hand 
with development and the combat of poverty. He added that 
upgrading the status of rural women requires stability and 
peace saying that rural women are the main victims of civil 
J wars and national strifes. 

Founded in 1992 the Geneva Summit for the Economic 
Advancement of Rural Women promised to serve as an ad¬ 
vocacy group comprising wives of heads of states and gov¬ 
ernments representing the world's five regions. Queen Noor, 
current ISC president, paid tribute in her opening speech to 
Queen Fabiola of Belgium who she said was “the source of 
cnexgy that has motivated a lot to achieve the progress to ru¬ 
ral women through ideas.” 

“Four years ago, most of us were meeting in Geneva to 
lay the foundations for a campaign, quite unaware, no doubt, 
that it would lead us here today, but hoping that it would 
serve to make the whole world aware of the need to act 
quickly, and indeed as a matter of priority, in favour of poor 
rural women, of whom there are still so many on this earth," 
the Queen said. 

The Geneva Declaration in 1992 was the first of its kind 
in that it focused exclusively on rural women, whose contri¬ 
bution to global development has been consistently under¬ 
valued and whose under-representation in decision-making 
increased their marginalization. 

Experts, read the book entitled Sustainable Development 
focusing on women and rural progress published by the 
King Baudouin Foundation and Belgium Administration for 
Development Co-operation, now agree that the best and per¬ 
haps the only way to achieve sustainable rural development 
in developing countries is to orient it towards the people liv¬ 
ing in those areas, working with the full participation of both 
women and men. They add that in most developing coun¬ 
tries. regardless of their culture, women represent a major 
source of labor and food production. 

“I have grown banana, citrus, palm trees, vegetables for 
export. Raised cattle as well as fish. Not all my projects 
were successful due to unseasonable cold spells, bad rainy 
season or drought all this can destroy months of hard work, 
wiping out families in the process. I was lucky that I had a 
supportive family, both morally and financially. Other wom¬ 
en and. their families were not so lucky,” said Najwa 
Sha’sha'ah, a farmer in Jordan Valley. 

Statistics reveal that 70 percent of the world's poor are 
women and that 550 million of them live in the countryside. 
They also reveal that over the past two decades 50 percent of 
them have sunk below the poverty line. 

Reports highlighting World Bank, NGOs and donors per¬ 
spectives were presented on the second day of the confer¬ 
ence. 

During their visit to Jordan, the Noor A1 Hussein Founda¬ 
tion, which is involved in working with rural Jordanian 
women, took members of the participating delegations to 
one of its projects in the Iraq El Amir area. ■ 


UNRWA will find 
solution to its deficit 
says Hansen 
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By Eyad Amman 

Special to the Star- 

“UNRWA WILL not reduce its services and it will find a 
solution to the deficit in its budget,” said Mr Peter Hansen, 
commissioner general of UNRWA at a press conference last 
Thursday. UNRWA had concluded a two day meeting of host 
and donor countries to discuss the budget deficit and activi¬ 
ties issues. 

The fate of UNRWA is not likely to be settled by the year 
1999. “The budget and the plans of UNRWA now are beyond 
that year." Mr Hansen said. "So far, the fate of the agency is 
only linked by the hopeful final solution of the refugee 
problem.” 

The commissioner-general denied that the Europeans and 
Americans have a difference of opinion over funds to the 
agency-or that either would stop their donations after 1999. 
“America is the single largest donor while the EU collectively 
is the largest donor. There is no reason why they should stop. 
Most of the countries involved have witnessed budgeL cuts in 
their own countries but kept UNRWA donations untouched,” 
explained Mr Hansen. 

With an $8 million deficit budget that is likely to rise 
another $10 million by the end of the year, the move to Gaza 
is still not funded entirely. Also, under the Peace Implementa¬ 
tion Programme, there remains a large number of unfunded 
first priority projects at an estimated cost of $150 million. 
The commissioner general told reporters that it wouldn't 
affect their operations. “If we were to wait for everything to 
be completely funded before we started, we would never do 
anything,” said Mr Hansen. The move is going to go as 
planned. “The $150 million are related to political issues and 
we are awaiting answers to our proposals. In either case, we 
won't just sit back, we'll try to fund them.” Mr Hansen added. 
With regard to the move of the head offices of the agency 
from Vienna to Gaza, Mr Hansen told reporters that "it's only 
a partial move. All the New York offices will move but some 
will stay in Vienna, on the other hand. The largest concentra¬ 
tion of UNRWA will remain in Jordan because of the ease of 
transportation and operation," referring to the obstacles the. 
Israeli government puts on UNRWA making its operations 
tougher to implement. Although Syria and Lebanon do not 
welcome the move since their delegates cannot attend any 
meetings in Israel, “the meetings and official presence will 
always happen in Jordan so it shouldn’t be a problem.” added 
Mr Hansen. 

The commissioner-general went to Israel after the meeting 
to visit Israeli prime minister Shimon Peres and foreign min¬ 
ister Yubuda Barak to discuss removing the obstacles on 
UNRWA personnel and activities. On the other hand, 
UNRWA is not involved politically. “We can’t interfere in 
political matters, as is the case with the issue of the Jerusalem 
settlements meeting in Taba. Yet, we are affected by political 
decisions." UNRWA always supplies information to anybody 
who needs it, especially in political meetings, but "no one 
asked us for anything this time," he added. 

UNRWA pays 16% more in salaries than the average the 
Jordanian Government does. The issue of pay increments to 
the agency's employees is also a “victim to die $8,4 million 
deficit of the agency, which equals its reserves.” Mr Hansen 
was in Jordan last March and met the representatives of the 
employees of UNRWA who had threatened more than once 
to go on strike if their salaries were not incremented fairly in 
comparison with the others in the region. The commissioner- 
general stressed the fact that a solution was reached and a set¬ 
tlement was agreed upon. 

"UNRWA received unanimous support from the dele¬ 
gates,” Mr Hansen added. The delegates also encouraged the 
agency to look carefully at its budget and to try to achieve 
better cost-effectiveness in its operations. The Netherlands 
announced an additional contribution of $1.75 million to aid 
Palestinian refugees in Lebanon. ■ 



• HRH Crown Prince Hassan receives Mr Andrew Robinson at the Royal court. Monday. Mr Robinson heads the 
Refugee Working Group, that are part of the multilateral peace talks. The RWG is currently headed by Canada. The 
Prince called on the world community to deal with the question of Palestinian refugees in a comprehensive perspective, 
embracing the humanitarian, material and economic dimensions of the issue. He urged the RWG to employ all 
available expertise and information in order to give momentum to the peace process stressing that the refugee question 
was a regional issue related to other basic regional questions like water , the environment, economic and human 
resources development. 


Her Majesty Queen Noor 

‘I am not going to be all 
things to all people, 
because I wouldn’t be much 
good to anybody’ 


EDITOR’S NOTE: This is 
an interview with Her 
Majesty Queen Noor made 
recently by the BBC World 
Service. The Interview took 
place in AJ Maw’il Palace in 
Amman. Excerpts follow: 

' In view of the volatility of the 
Middle East, how do you 
remain so positive? 

I think, by nature, I have 
been an optimistic person most 
of my life. However, that has 
certainly, been reinforced by 
my husband. 

I' have learned a great deal 
from his faith, as well as his 
optimism, and that has rein¬ 
forced what I feel as an attitude 
and an approach, to life and 
work, especially here, which, 1 
hope, wc have passed on or are 
in the process of passing on to 
our own children. More than 
that, influencing so many 
around us, not only at this time 
in the histoiy of the Middle 
East, which is a particularly 
challenging and difficult one, 
but also because i think that 
this region has, since its early 
history, been the birthplace of 
three great religions that based 
so much of their messages on 
the faith and optimism that 
come from having faith. 

To anyone outside trying 
to establish peace in the Mid¬ 
dle East, which is the goal, is 
a bit like rolling a stone up a 
hill. How do you keep bold of 
that yourself? 

Well, there are many who 
look at that somewhat differ¬ 
ently today, in spite of the trag¬ 
edy of recent events in Leba¬ 
non. Yes, we do have a 
tendency to Lake a step forward 
and sometimes several steps 
back, That is the way tilings 
may look right at the moment. 
But progress has been made. 

There has been the begin¬ 
ning of a new kind of dynamic, 
new relationships, new interac¬ 
tion between previous enemies, 
and those who in many cases 
would have never dreamed that 
they might find common 
ground, whether political, eco¬ 
nomic. intercultural. or on the 
most human level. 

But you see it is a huge 
responsibility for an intelli¬ 
gent ” successful Arab- 
American who comes to real¬ 
ize that her life will change 
forever, and become a 
Queen. Did you ever have 
doubts and ever imagined 
how difficult it might be? 

Well, I certainly did not 
have enough time to think 
through everything you have 
said, which is probably just as 
well. 

As far as doubts, yes. 1 
thought long and hard and 1 
delayed quite some lime in 
making my decision, because 
on one hand, between the two 
of US, I had no doubts in terms 
of the most fundamental rea¬ 
sons for making a choice like 
that. But in terms of what I felt 
were the responsibilities that I 
would be assuming. I wonted 
to think very clearly whether 
the type of woman that 1 had 
grown into, should continue 
evolving and growing, whether 
that was the type of woman 
that could be—I guess as inspi¬ 
rational, if you will, a figure 



Queen Noor with Queen Fabiola of Belgium and Queen 
Sophia of Spain in Amman this week 


within this society as it merited. 

What sort of woman would 
you describe yourself as, 
then? 

Well. I had been a working 
woman. I had worked from the 
time I was quite young, actu¬ 
ally. Then worked from die 
time 1 graduated using the field 
of architecture and urban plan¬ 
ning that I had my degree in 
from university, which proved 
very useful in different parts of 
the world. 

• The most imponani tiling 
was the multi-disciplinary 
approach that I had acquired in 
examining architectural or 
urban planning problems in 
particular in my studies. In fact, 
it is something that 1 have made 
use of ever since, whether in 
looking at an urban planning 
problem or looking at the needs 
of a community in a rural area 
of Jordan or elsewhere. It was 
an ideal field of study for the 
life that ! have hud over these 
Iasi 20 years or so. 

How much -wege you aware 
or your Arab connection. 
How important was that to 
you in your childhood? 

We did not grow up in an 
Arab-American community in 
the United States. Like many 
ethnic groups that immigrated 
there, my father’s work led him 
in and out of government. So 
we were in and out of Washing¬ 
ton and moving every four 
years and leading a somewhat 
nomadic life, if you will. In the 
US when 1 first understood that 
was part of my identity and my 
heritage—my Arab family, 1 
remember being fascinated at 
the age of five or six. and feel¬ 
ing that this was something that 
made me very special. I clung 
to it in what was a very con¬ 
formist atmosphere in the 
United States at that point in 
time. 

As ! grew older. I became 
interested and probably more 
aware of the political problems 
of the region which, to ibis day. 


have always been the prism 
through which people have 
looked at the region—either 
the political problems or the 
social and cultural extremes 
that become very politicized in 
the way that they are conveyed 
to us through nuances. 

So not vciy much was avail¬ 
able to me except the way that 
Middle East crises were cov¬ 
ered in the press, and it is one 
of Lhc reasons that I wanted to 
return to this region. It is one 
of the reasons that, in fact, I 
used architecture and urban 
planning to help position me in 
this area where I could begin to 
use those skills to learn about 
the people, their needs and 
Lheir condition. 

But you made (he decision 
and you married, and now 
you take on three different 
roles. You are a queen, a 
career woman and a mother. 
For less strong people, that 
would be too much. How easy 
it is to adjust and be able to 
balance those three demands. 

Well. I don't know that any 
woman in my position—and I 
consider myself one woman of 
millions around the world who 
are trying to balance work and 
family, no matter how extraor¬ 
dinary some of the circum¬ 
stances may seem to be— 
probably feels very adequate at 
it. it is a life-time snuggle to 
balance. And it will never stop. 
Wc already have nine grand¬ 
children and other two are pos- 
sihly on the way. So from one 
generation to the next one, we 
will still be trying to balance 
the responsibilities and expec¬ 
tations that people have of you 
on all levels. 

I knew from the conversa¬ 
tions I had pad with my hus¬ 
band that we share many of the 
same kinds of concerns. Our 
priorities in life were very sim¬ 
ilar. 1 was very interested in the 
peace process, the image of 
this region and how it was 
understood by the Western 
world. 


I felt that there was an affinity 
in what was most important to 
the two of us, and that in my 
marriage I would be able to 
work for the same kinds of 
things that had been important 
to me as a young person and a 
student and then as a working 
woman that had arrived in the 
region. 

Do yoo feel you have done 
that? 

1 have so many more oppor¬ 
tunities to do that than 1 ever 
imagined at the time. At the 
time I felt that there was so 
much to be done. [ had lived 
long enough in Jordan and 1 
had lived and travelled through¬ 
out the Arab world. 1 knew that 
there was an enormous amount 
to be done. 1 also knew that Jor¬ 
dan was a unique country in 
this region, that it was more 
stable, more moderate, more 
balanced and less fearful than 
the other societies that I had 
known in my travels during 
that period of the mid-'70s. 

Do you sometimes, at the 
end of a long day. get to the 
end of it and think: “I won¬ 
der if 1 have really achieved 
very much today?” 

I realized early that the ster¬ 
eotypical role, or perhaps just 
the natural role, of a woman in 
my position was to try to be all 
things to all people. I also 
decided that 1 was not going to 
try to be all things to all peo¬ 
ple, because then I would not 
be much good to anybody. So. 

I would try to focus on areas 
where I could fill in gaps in 
development, for example, 
where 1 could try to present 
new ideas, where I could sup¬ 
port those in need of support 
in order to achieve their goals. 

I quickly fell into a role that 
I had not thought about very 
much, but it was the extension 
of my early journalism inter¬ 
est. And with my husband's 
suppoK, I acquired a unique 
role for a wife of a Head of 
State, certainly for someone 
from this part of the world, as 
a bridge between East and 
WesL He supported my 
addressing (he most challeng¬ 
ing. pressing and complicated 
political issues, as well as 
other issues in the United 
States and abroad, especially 
during crisis periods where 
there has been the need for try¬ 
ing to dispel rumours. 

One thing we were fasci¬ 
nated about was the magni¬ 
tude of the task of helping 
this country to better itself-. 

The way I began to try to 
develop an approach to my 
work in the country was first 
by doing the research, then 
identifying the gaps, and then 
trying to develop the human 
resources. 

Of course the work that 
you do in Jordan is very 
important. Yon are also 
president of an international 
steering committee com¬ 
prised of First Ladies from 
around the world. What does 
it do and what does it hope 
to achieve? 

It is a group of representa¬ 
tives from the Five regions that 
will rotate over the years so 
rhat we will have different 
countries represented. They 
are basically joined in this 


Toot operators promote Indian tourism 

AMMAN (Star)—A one-day indo-Jondan Travel and Tourism 
meeting was held in Amman Tuesday at the Hotel 
Inler.Coadnenta] bringing together travel and tour operators from 
Jordan and India. 

Organized by the Government of India's Regional Tourist 
Office in Dubai, the meeting was attended by the Indian ambassa¬ 
dor in Amman Mr Gajanan Wakankar. Regional Director of 
G1RTO Mr Shahir Mustafa Naqvi and a number of Indian and 
Jordanian travel operators. The meeting included short presenta¬ 
tions on India as a destination for Jordanian tourists. 

Speakers said that in 1995 about 3000 Jordanian tourists vis¬ 
ited India and expressed hopes that with increased promotion 
more Jordanians will be considering India as their next holiday 
destination. Mr Naqvi said his goal is to promote India as an all 
seasons destination offering everything from sandy beaches to 
mountain resorts, nature sanctuaries to carnivals and fairs, good 
cuisine to bargain shopping. 

Mr Wakankar praised cooperation between Jordan and India 

Continued on page 2 
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institutional framework, if you 
will, to promote the imple¬ 
mentation of something called 
the Geneva Declaration for 
Rural Woman, which was 
adopted four years ago at a 
very large meeting of wives of 
Heads of State. I think our 
intent is to ensure that we are 
not to be remembered only as 
a photo opportunity, which is 
what the cynics were con¬ 
vinced of at the time. 

I presume you have to 
believe that this is not just 
rhetoric, not just lip service 
to women, particularly 
women in rural areas. You 
have to believe that by con¬ 
vening a group of such stat¬ 
ure, even if you do not have 
any political clout, it is 
worth doing? 

Weil, there are varying 
degrees of political clout—or 
you can define political clout 
in different ways. One of the 
reasons that these women 
were brought together in the 
first place was because they 
can exercise an influence on 
opinion makers, and many of 
them themselves are profes¬ 
sionals and opinion makers. 
No longer can First Ladies be 
stereotyped as just house¬ 
wives. Many are incredible 
professionals. Hilary Clinton 
is the obvious example, but 
there are so many others less 
.well-known: doctors, lawyers, 
business professionals, and 
whatever, many of whom, or 
all of whom have different 
roles that they can play 
whether in terms of influenc¬ 
ing the head of state, or in 
terms of their involvement as 
advocates or opinion makers 
in their own right. 

What has made that tran¬ 
sition work for you? Is it 
that you are adaptable? 

I hope so. I mean I do not 
want to address or. in any 


way, contrast with any other 
individuals who have ever 
been in a position like mine 
anywhere else in the world. 
But in our world, which tins 
been at a crossroads of East 
and West, North and South, 
over all time, and therefore 
buffeted by the forces and 
pressures of political, eco¬ 
nomic, cultural and otherwise 
throughout its history, it is a 
country that has been exposed 
to so much, has had to team to 
find a constructive and steady 
path forward through what 
have been unbearable pres¬ 
sures. especially in the 20lh 
century. 

So for us. every day is 
almost a life and death strug¬ 
gle. Wc are struggling not only 
for development, in facL we 
have been talking about those 
who have so little and who 
need just so little to begin to 
take change of their lives, to 
be able to live a decent healthy 
life. 

We have also been strug¬ 
gling for those who have been 
displaced, who have been 
killed or who have lost mem¬ 
bers of their families, for 
whom their very political iden¬ 
tity has been a continuing 
trauma for more than one gen¬ 
eration—for several genera¬ 
tions now in the case of the 
Palestinians. This region has 
known so much war. so much 
loss of life and hope and faith. 

I don’t think that you can 
really compare the frame¬ 
work—or the context within 
which I have been living and 
struggling to work and the pri¬ 
orities- that have been so 
clearly there in from of me— 
with someone who perhaps has 
grown up and married into an 
extraordinary life in a Western 
society where maybe those 
fundamental life and death 
issues are not so clear. It may 
have made it a whole lot easier for 


The Box Office for reservations 
for 'Absolutely British' week 
at Forte Grand Amman l4th-21st 
June will open in the lobby of 
the hotel daily fromlOam- 
8pm from 20th May - *1* 

21st June. Call 696511 

GRAND 


for more details. 
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"Only another 3.999.999.998 apples to eo. 


Our Say. . . . 


UN’s mandate in Iraq is over 


AS MILLIONS of Iraqi people await the outcome of the oil-for-food negotiations in 
New York, which have been dragging aimlessly on and on for months now, the time to 
reopen the whole UN sanctions file against Iraq could not be more opportune. For we 
ail know by now that the US- will find a way to derail the current talks in order to pro¬ 
long Iraq's seizure. 

Ever since the Security Council ‘imposed its wholesale embargo against Iraq as pun¬ 
ishment for invading Kuwait there were those, inside and outside the Arab world, who 
have been calling for their removal or curtailment. But Iraq's attempts to break free 
from the grip hold of the sanctions, running into their sixth year, have all failed. 

In the beginning, the world, still stunned from'Iraq's swift invasion of Kuwait and 
the Gulf War that followed, was readyto tow the LIS line and impose the sanctions in 
the hope that Iraq’s arsenal of chemical and biological weapons of mass destruction 
would be dismantled. And it worked. More than four years of gruelling UN inspections 
and physical destruction of these arsenals, Iraq appears to have complied with all UN 
resolutions concerning its weapons program. By all accounts, Iraq has nothing to hide 
anymore and if there is something out there, the meticulous UN inspectors would have 
stumbled into it by now. 

But for many months, the Security Council has been extending the embargo almost 
automatically, while on the ground UN inspectors appear to be involved in a wild 
goose chase. Nothing wrong with that if it wasn’t for the tremendous and outrageous 
price that the people of Iraq are paying while waiting for the US and Britain, the only 
two countries who blindly refuse to even partially lift: the embargo, to soften up and de¬ 
cide that enough is enough. 

Well enough is enough! We know as well as the whole world that nothing justifies 
the death of Iraqi babies because of malnutrition, lack of medical supplies in ill- 
equipped hospitals and polluted drinking water. Nothing justifies the breaking up of a 
country as proud and rich as Iraq no matter what UN inspectors believe or claim. 

We ore again reminded of the double standards that the US administration, and un¬ 
fortunately Britain, apply when dealing with the plight of the Iraqi people. The case to¬ 
day is not about digging up secret labs and underground factories in Iraq, but it is about 
keeping Iraq weak and ailing for as long as possible. The case today is not about re¬ 
moving the regime of Saddam Hussein, for that is not the mandate of the UN or any 
other party. The case is not about democracy in Iraq, for that too is not the business of 
any party but the Iraqi people. The case today is not about finding the whereabouts of 
missing Kuwaitis, compensation or new borderlines. The case is an anathema to-aBAr- 
abs. We are sick of America’s hypocrisy, UN’s inaptitude. Western malaise and Aral? 
impotence in dealing with the Iraqi issue. 

That is why the time has come to reopen the case and exhume the dead for a second 
look. The UN's mandate in Iraq is over. It can continue long-term monitoring, but it 
must remove its bloody hands from the livelihood of millions of Iraqis. Our leaders, 
our intellectuals and our politicians must make a stand on this issue. Appeasing our 
“friends” by looking the other way is making us all accessory to mass murder. ■ 


Attack bus stop'; effect on election 


JERUSALEM—When Israeli 
radio reported that gunmen had 
opened fire on Jewish settlers 
ul a West Bank bus stop on 
Monday, the first question on 
many political minds was. "is 
this the terrorist attack that will 
sway the election?” 

It was the same question 
that arose when Hezbollah 
guerrillas fired on Israeli sol¬ 
diers in Southern Lebanon on 
Sunday. It even came to many 
Israelis when an unusually 
loud sonic boom shook Jerusa¬ 
lem last week, prompting hun¬ 
dreds of panicky telephone 
calls to police. 

As 29 May election draws 
near. Israelis increasingly are 
jumpy, anticipating a mass at¬ 
tack by Palestinian extremists 
in central Israel or by Muslim 
guerrillas on the northern bor¬ 
der. 

But no one is more worried 


than Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres, who. in addition to fear¬ 
ing for Israeli lives, is fighting 
for political survival. 

Peres has been hanging on to 
a fragile five-point lead in the 
race; against right-wing Likud 
Party leader Benjamin Netan¬ 
yahu that even members of his 
own Labor Party concede 
would disappear quickly with a 
devastating assault. Peres 
knows from experience this is 
true—he blames his loss to the 
Likud’s Yitzhak Shamir in 
I9SS on a Palestinian attack on 
an Israeli bus in Jericho. 

Just how massive an attack it 
would take to turn the election 
no one can predict in a country 
that is simultaneously accus¬ 
tomed to voilence and fed up 
with it. The answer has a lot to 
do with the very psychology of 
terrorism—with how many 
people die and how off-baiance 


or insecure it makes Israelis 
feeL 

Monday's attack occurred 
outside of the West Bank settle¬ 
ment of Beit Q about 12 miles 
north of Jerusalem. Israelis 
soon learned that the gunmen 
left one teenage seminary stu¬ 
dent dead and another seriously 
wounded. 

The attackers first shot at a 
bus carrying Jewish settlers, 
but the shots did not penetrate 
the armored windshield that is 
routinely used on West Bank 
buses as protection against such 
terrorist attacks. Two passen¬ 
gers were slightly hurt when 
the driver slammed on the 
brakes after the shooting. 

The gunmen, presumably 
Palestinians, then turned their 
fire on a bus stop about a mile 
away, killing 17-year-old Da¬ 
vid Reuven Baum, who was 
also an American citizen. ■ 
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It s time for tne freemen 


to become jailbirds 


By Carrie Nafle Moye 

Suit US correspondent 


WHAT HAPPENED in Waco 
in 1994 was a tragedy. No mat¬ 
ter what one thought of David 
Koresh and/or his cult, no mat¬ 
ter what the truth is of the many 
varied stories as to the legality, 
morality, or intentions of the ac¬ 
tions of the FBI, the very fact 
that so many persons, particular¬ 
ly children, were killed (even 
exclusive of the way in which 
they died), it was a tragedy. 

But Waco is in the past Per¬ 
haps we learned some lessons 
there or perhaps we did not 
Whatever the truth was regard¬ 
ing that situation, today is today. 
It is time the self-proclaimed 
“Freemen” are shown that bang 
a citizen of the United States 
does not guarantee anarchy. It 
does not guarantee that an indi¬ 
vidual or group of individuals 
can decide that legislaiivcly- 
cum-societal-imposed laws can 
declare such laws non- 
applicable to them. When they 
make reference to the inten¬ 
tions of the “founding fathers,” 
the Freemen speak liberally of 
their own interpretation of the 
freedom about which our Dec¬ 
laration of Independence and 
later our Constitution were 
written. 

Hogwash! 

Our founders were attempt¬ 
ing to guarantee the rights of all 
persons in this nation both indi¬ 
vidually and collectively. When 
there is overt emotional conflict 
between the two, the “collec¬ 
tively" must take precedence 
over the “individually’* or else 
we shall return to the primitive 
state of seif/family/tribal/ com¬ 
munal warfare, ultimately cul¬ 
minating in a mighi-makes- 
right dictatorship, the antithesis 
of what our founders 

envisioned, fought for and 
initiated. 

Consider this. There are things 
with which I disagree within 
our government So I establish 
“Carrie Nelle's Hills and 
Dales” on 1.000 acres, declare 
ray cohorts and me to be “Free- 
persons,” answerable to no one 
_ but outselvesrandTlare anyone 
to cofflhufict my actions. Miave 
an abundant supply of food (the 


Mormons caught me that); hun¬ 
dreds of gallons of bottled wa¬ 
ter (which were placed in my 
bomb shelter in the early stag¬ 
es of the Cold War); a mini¬ 
mum of three firearms per per- 
•son, including assault weapons 
(due to my strict devotion to, 
and verbal/written promotion 
of, the National Rifle Associa¬ 
tion, 1 was given these to de¬ 
fend m self from a government 
anting to restrict my access to 
self-protection); and f have un¬ 
limited conj^psd visits with my 
spouse. Indeed, my followers 
and I have unlimited conjugali¬ 
ty, but we can not say that as 
that sounds Loo much like a 
hippie commune of the 1960s 
and the Good Lord above 
knows we are not like thaL 
Did I say followers? Of 
course. 1 can out-Koresh Da¬ 
vid. out-Jones James, out- 
Robertson Pah why 1 can even 
out-Buchanan the other Pat. 


Charisma; that is what I have. 
And I have my freedom, by 
golly, and no one-no quasi- 
govemment (QG), no quasi¬ 
branch of a QG. be it local or 
federal, will infringe on my 
God-given and Founder-given 
rights. 

You think me a hypocrite for 
accepting over $650,000 dol¬ 
lars in farm subsidies during 
the last 10 years from this QG? 
Why no. honey; all's fair in 
love and war. The QG was stu¬ 
pid enough to give it to me so I 
accepted. Besides, my subsi¬ 
dies were legitimate; “Carrie 
Nelle's HiJls and Dales" per¬ 
sonnel were attempting to make 
our oasis in the South into a 
genuine Eden. Of course it was 
necessary for me to purchase 
several Lincoln Continentals, 
because if f could not appear 
prosperous, the QG would 
think it had invested poorly, 
and l might receive no more. 
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Speaking of investments: cer¬ 
tainly I made frequent trips to 
Las Vegas. 

These had a two-fold pur¬ 
pose: after toiling on my land, 
it was only natural I needed 
plenty of R and R, and what 
better way to do this than to go 
to the city-of-epilome-of- 
investments. Las Vegas? Two 
birds with one stone, you see? 
Sorry, folks. I simply can not 
buy the above scenario any¬ 
more. The hold-ouis near Jor¬ 
dan. Montana, aka "Justus 
Township.” have been more 
than coddled by law enforce¬ 
ment officials from local police 
through the FBI. Members, 
having already broken numer¬ 
ous laws, and encouraging all 
who will listen to further com¬ 
mit crimes, ranging from writ¬ 
ing bogus checks to declaring 
open hunting on “legislators, 
judges, police officers and min¬ 
isters” should expect no more 
patience. 

Most of us, the public, have 
long since exhausted ours. In¬ 
deed, as much as we may re¬ 
gret having to resort to blood¬ 
shed to maintain order in our 
land, if wc allow our bluff to 
be called much longer in Jus¬ 
tice Township, we might as 
well negate laws. 

And this can not be. The FBI 
can not stand with its tail hang¬ 
ing limply between its legs, 
and otherwise be impotent, lest 
we lose not just the respect for 
our laws but encourage more 
of the same until anarchy does 
indeed become the norm rather 
than the exception. 

No doubt every single US 
citizen would like to change 
some points) in our govern¬ 
ment. There’s a way to do iL 
But the “Freemen" haven't 
found it. The South seceded; it 
didn't work because it was 
wrong. It will not work outside 
Jordan, Montana. Should the 
Freemen or any of their ilk per¬ 
sist is disassociating from our 
country rather than legally 
changing from within, may 
they read Canto VI of ‘The 
Lay .of the Last Minstrel" by 
Sir Walter ScotL* 


Media circus around OJ Simpson trial 

A case of racial justice revisited 


The Search for Justice, A de¬ 
fense attorney's brief an the OJ. 
Simpson case by Robert L. Sha¬ 
piro with Larkin Warren, War¬ 
ner Books, $2495. pp363. 


Reviewed by 
Henry Weinstein 


THE OJ. Simpson murder case, 
an aberration in virtually every re¬ 
spect from wtaa happens in (be 
nation's criminal courtrooms eve¬ 
ry, day, has now brought us a 
commodity almost as rare as a 
well-financed defense—the sore 
winner. 

Robert Shapiro and his col¬ 
leagues gained an acquittal in the 
most watched trial in history. Yet, 


Book 

Review 


he’s not satisfied with legal victo¬ 
ry. Fearing that outrage over the 
venfict reflects badly on him, he 
seems to have written this book in 
no small measure to convince 
readers— dare I say white readers 
in particular—that controversial 
defense tactics were not his idea 
and that someone else deserves 
(be blame. 

In The Search for Justice. Sha¬ 
piro provides a mostly chronolog¬ 
ical narrative of “the Trial of Cen¬ 
tury.” He contends that a verdict 
of acquittal was fully justified be¬ 
cause the defense team made 
Swiss cheese of critical parts of 
the prosecution case against the 
former football star. “Their moun¬ 
tain of evidence collapsed under 
an avalanche of incompetence, 
contamination and lies." 

Shapiro, who loves to refer to 
himself as the defense team’s 
"quarterback,” says that he is 
proud of his work on behalf of 
Simpson. Clearly, he rightly can 
claim credit for making, in the 
weeks after the grisly June 12, 
1994. murders of Nicole Brown 
Simpson and Ronald L Gold¬ 
man, a number of critical moves 
that were instrumental in his 
client's eventual acquittal. 
Among them were hiring forensic 
scientists and a top-ffight group of 
attorneys, who came to be known 
as “the Dream Team.” By aggres¬ 
sively pushing the case fast, he 
kept the prosecutors off balance, 
and his skilled cross-examination 
of coroner Dr Irwin Golden at the 
preliminary hearing provided an 
early glimpse of serious problems 
that undermined the prosecution's 
eas e . 

As much as anything. Shapi¬ 
ro’s goal seems to be to convince 
readers that be is the Antes 
Finch of tins tragic (ale: a good 


guy who tried honorably to de¬ 
fend a seemingly guilty client in 
the best American tradition— 
unlike some of his colleagues, 
who are less flatteringly por¬ 
trayed. 

In particular, he chastises John¬ 
nie L Cochran Jr., who supplant¬ 
ed him as Simpson's lead lawyer, 
for being an irresponsible advo¬ 
cate, unnecessarily escalating the 
racial dynamics of the case: for 
engaging in discovery violations 
and over-promising 

what the defense 
could prove 
his opening 

statement He 
also derides F. 

Lee Bailey, his y 
old friend 

turned enemy, 
for poor lawyer¬ 
ing and for leak¬ 
ing information to 
the tabloids. 

In his book and 
in television ap¬ 
pearances hawking 
it, Shapiro loudly 
deplores Cochran's 
playing “the race 
card." Shapiro sa^s the de¬ 
fense did such a goed job of 
creating reasonable doubt 
that Simpson could 
prevailed without 
dramatic entreaties to 
the jury in his closing 
argument to draw a line i 
the sand against racist po¬ 
lice abuse. 

Reader beware: What¬ 
ever you think of the ver¬ 
dict. whatever you think 
of Cochran, don't kid 
yourself that the so-called 
"race card" started with 
him. Shapiro play&J that card 
early, as soon as hc^ 
learned about some 
of the problems in 
Detective Mark 


Shapiro wants to airbrush his 
role on matters other than the me¬ 
dia particularly race. At several 
points in the book. Shapiro la¬ 
ments how race frame to domi¬ 
nate the case once Cochran look 
the lead role on the defense team. 
I don't doubt (hat Shapiro and 
Cochran did clash sharply on this 
poinL Bur Shapiro avoids a key 
issue. 

Early in the trial, Bailey elicit¬ 
ed memorable testimony from 
Fuhrman that he had not 
used the word "nigger" in 
the past decade. The de¬ 
fense already had with 


Rjhrman's pa&L. That 
set the tone for 
one of the criti- OJ. 
cal issues of die 

case and Shapiro's attempts to 
distance himself from it arc un¬ 
convincing. 

Before Simpson became his 
client on 13 June. 1994, Shapiro 
wrote a widely cited article in a 
legal journal advising other law¬ 
yers on haw to deal with the me¬ 
dia. He advised his coUeagues to 
avoid describing a homicide for 
which a client was accused as a 
“tragedy.” Instead, he suggested 
using a phrase like “horrible hu¬ 
man event." If such phrases are 
repealed continuously, he wrote, 
“they will be repeated by the me¬ 
dia After a while, ibe-repetition 
almost becomes a fact Thai is the 

lawyer's ultimate goal" Those 
are the words of an experienced 
spin doctor. 





nesses who contradicted that 
testimony and later obtained 
tapes of Fuhrman using the vile 
"N-wottf' more than 40 times 
during litre period. Were they 
supposed to refrain from using 
those tapes and witnesses to im¬ 
peach Fuhrman? Shapiro did not 
separate himself from defense ef¬ 
forts to use the witnesses or the 
tapes— the most racially charged 
material in the trial—and even 
now he offers no convincing ar¬ 
gument that the limited number 
of those tapes it allowed the jury 
to hear should have been kept out 
of evidence. 

Shapiro's memory is also se¬ 
lective, For example, he neglects 
(0 mention that on 27 October, 


1994. he.and Cochran held separ¬ 
ate, well-choreographed news 
conferences accusing prosecutors 
of questioning black candidates 
for the jury more aggressively 
than whites. If anything. Shapi¬ 
ro’s remarks that day were more 
strident than Cochran's: "It im¬ 
plies an insidious effort to try to 
get black jurore removed for 
cause because they are Hack, be¬ 
cause (hey have block heroes, and 
because OJ. Simpson is one of 
them. There's no other reason.” 

Then there was Shapiro's di¬ 
rect examination of one of the de¬ 
fense's key expert witnesses. Dr 
Michael Baden, a former New 
York medical examiner. 

Shapiro writes that Co¬ 
chran made much too much 
of race—particularly in his 
closing argument And he 
blasts Cochran for linking 
'Fuhrman. a banal petty, 
mindless racist, with the 
most monstrous murderer 
of all time, Adolph Hit¬ 
ler'’ during the closing ar¬ 
gument. Shapiro calls the 
comparison “g ratuito us, 
inflammatory ... just plain 
wrong" and “completely un¬ 
necessary.” 

Perhaps, Cochran's re¬ 
marks did indeed precipit a te 
' intense debate, particularly 
the Jewish community, 
even though his Jewish 
iCo [leagues on the de¬ 
fense team —other than 
Shapiro—defended the 
remarks as an appropri¬ 
ate reminder to the jury that 
they ought not to countenance 
evil. 

Both the Simpson trial and its 
‘iftennath have been painful re¬ 
minders that we have not pro¬ 
gressed nearly as far as we should 
have m addressing racial injustice. 
Blacks continue to be the victims 
of all sons of unjustified oppres¬ 
sion and Simpson the defen- 

m. n*c.uu black distrust of white 
institutions. Don’t for¬ 
get, though, that one Latino and 
twowtaics also voted not guiky, 
Tncre arc some iniercstinTmo- 
mert5 ^ tins book. There is a 
good description of the "con. 
trolled chaos C at Robert Kardash^ 
ran s howw before Simpson disao- 
peared wuh his old friend, AC. 
Cowlings, leading tn the info- 
mous s tow-speed case. “Now he 
was sitting in his underwear, me- 
UwdicaUy arranging custody of 
his children and power of attorney 
over his personal and business af- 
5$ whrie nurses drew blood out 
of his arms and scientists pulled 
hairs out of his head." ■ ^ 
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Final status 


IT TAKES one to have a 
dream, another to nego¬ 
tiate it, and God knows 
what it takes to have a 
fantacy. Of course one is 
writing in the context of 
the final status negotia¬ 
tions between the PNA 
and Israel. It is okey to 
dream and fantaicize, re¬ 
alising the first is fruitful, 
while ihe later usually 
turns out to be a disap¬ 
pointing. 

So where are the final 
status negotiations on this 
longitude of dreams and 
illusions? Arafat and 
Peres, indicated their in¬ 
tentions for the realisa¬ 
tion of Palestinian state¬ 
hood, giving the 
impression that this is 
really the case. But from 
the recent- trip of both 
leaders, to the USA, one 
finds more in the stuff of 
fantacy rather than 
dreams for legitimate Pal¬ 
estinian aspirations. Mr 
Peres walks away with 
Jerusalem as the united 
capital of Israel, and three 
billion dollars better off. 
while Mr Arafat ex¬ 
pressed satisfaction with 
the results of conversa¬ 
tions with Mr Clinton. 

One does not have to 
be a genius to figure out 
in whose comfort, Amer¬ 
ican foreign policy is con¬ 
cerned with. Mr Peres 
will undoubtedly use the 
material gains to the ad¬ 
vantage of his election 
campaign. But to whose 
advantage, and in which 
development project, will 
Mr Arafat’s empty plea 
for financial support? 

The dye is already cast 
and the outcome of those 
negotiations are not likely 
to benefit the underdog. 
So before all is lost on the 
alters of political vanity 
and indiscriminate decep¬ 
tion, the organic unity of 
Jordanians and Palestin¬ 
ians is the only natural 
resources that can be 
drawn upon to material¬ 
ize the strong and lasting 
peace for our region. 

The occupied West 
Bank must not remain as 
an appendage to histori¬ 
cal falacies. and as a geo¬ 
graphical poirn on the 
compass of the travellor. 
The unity of both people 
on the two banks of the 
Jordan .River is, older 
than geo-political percep¬ 
tions, and transient philo¬ 
sophical ideologies. 

If it is true that the ne¬ 
gotiations will eventually 
produce a status for the 
Occupied Territories, 
then all those tripartite 
agreements between Jor¬ 
dan, Israel, and the PNA 
must not be devoid of 
their real political con¬ 
tent—namely. political 
sovereignly. For the lack 
of such an important con¬ 
tent allows Israel to block 
the Occupied Territories 
even from the Jordanian 
side, thus rendering all 
the other agreements with 
the PNA superfluous. 

If there is any point for 
tire tripartite negotiations, 
it is to guarantee equality - 
between all parties con¬ 
cerned. and that can only • 
be achieved through the 
political angle. It is sur* 
prising therefore, to see 
that the most deeply con¬ 
cerned parties, regarding : 
this issue left to their own 
resources to fight the bat¬ 
tle of peace building; 
while Israel, and another- 
fraternal Arab country, 
unrelated to the Issue, 
benefit from the benevo¬ 
lence of American for¬ 
eign policy. If real peace 
is to be achieved, the eco¬ 
nomic and political stabil¬ 
ity of the most needy in 
this formula must be 
guaranteed. 

It is becoming apparent •' 
that there is an attempt to 
stop Jordan from joining 
the tri parti tie negotiations 
on the future of the occu¬ 
pied West Bank. Though 
Jordan before, and now. 
acknowledge the PNA as 
the legitimate authority in 
the West Bank, we a te 
being excluded from at¬ 
tempting to defend our 
own rights and support 
for Palestinian brothers. 
International law de¬ 
mands that Jordan has a 
say in what goes on in the 
final status negotiations, 
and more importantly th* 
reality of the situation de¬ 
mands that Jordan must 
be a part of what will 
eventually determine the 
future of our small area,. 
otherwise the dream of 
aspirations will only turn 
out to be, a simple fanta¬ 
cy-■ 
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Business 

scene 


■ The . Agricultural 
Credit Corp. hi offered 
JD 4.7 million in loans 
this year to 1546 farmers. 
About 1051 received 
such loans for the first 
time. 

■ Jordanian Expatriates 
Investment Co. decided 
to rotate its ID 164,300 
profit of 1995, and to 
increase its paid up capi¬ 
tal to JD 10 million. 

■ The Ministry of Sup¬ 
ply, the only importer of 
basic food stuffs, offered 
a $100 million trust facili¬ 
ties to the Islamic Bank 
in support of financing 
increasing imports of 
items such as: grain, 
sugar, rice, and barley, 
etc. Grain purchases this 
year exceeded the JD 30 
million which were allo¬ 
cated by the subsidies 
program for 1996. 

■ The construction sec¬ 
tor’s contribution to the 
GDP is 7.4 percent It 
incorporates 1300 foun¬ 
dations. 1126 consulting 
offices, and 110 factories. 
However, owing to its 
un satisfactory perfor¬ 
mance in the last few 
years, the construction 
sector failed to compete 
with foreign contractors 
whose ratio increased 
from 17-46 percent. 

■ Arrivals and departures 
at the Aqaba International 
Airport amounted to 
12^58 passengers during 
April. There was 342 
flights, that is six flights 
per day on average. 

■ The Islamic Bank in 
Jordan has increased its 
paid up capital from JD 
15 million to JD 22 mil¬ 
lion. The increase will be 
covered by the capitaliza¬ 
tion of JD 3.646 million 
of the Bank’s voluntary 
reserve and rotated 
profits. 

■ The Middle East Engi¬ 
neering and Electronic 
Industries (GoldStar) 
realized net. profits of JD 
t-925 million by the end 
oF ’95 (i.e. 8.75% of the 
subscribed capital and 
9.4% of the paid up 
coital). 

■ The Internationa] 
Tobacco and Cigarette 
Co. Ltd., is to increase its 
paid up capita! by JD 3 3 
million, reaching a total 
capital of JD 12.5 mil¬ 
lion. The company’s sales 
in 1995 were worth JD 
31.735 million of which, 
JD 15,055,490 were paid 
to the government in fees 
and taxes. The company 
decided also to rotate its 
JD 290,597 profits. The 
company's safes grew by 
460% in 1995. 
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Buy JD 

Sell JD 

jjfeis 

0.7080 

0.7100 

gSfes 

1.0715 

1.0769 


0.4614 

0.4637 

Ifes* 

0.5663 

0-5691 


0J365 

0.1372 

Kjp 

0.6733 

0.6767 

pKii 

0.4128 

0.4149 

life 

0.0455 

0.0457 


Development of water resources in Jordan 

Greater efficiency in water 
management essential for survival 


ENSURING SUFFICIENT 
water supplies is a challenge Jor¬ 
dan faced for the last two 
decades. 

In 1994, the Economic are! 
Social Commission for Western 
Asia (ESCWA) and the Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
published in Arabic a study titled 
Policies of kind and water in the 
Near East—Case Studies of 
Egypt Jordan, and Pakistan.' 
The Jordan section was prepared 
by Ali A1 Ghazzawi, an econo¬ 
mist at the Royal Scientific Soci¬ 
ety in Amman. 

Ai Ghazzawi says there is a 
great imbalance in population and 
water resources in Jordan. The 
water supply per capita has 
decreased vis-a-vis rapid popula¬ 
tion increase. This. limited the 
water supplies shares, a practice 
applied for several years. In many 
underground aquifers, the average 
level of water chaining exceeded 
those of re-filling them. To meet 
the increasing demand for munici¬ 
pal and industrial purposes, water 


has been—since the late 1970s 
transferred among the basins, 
despite its high cost. Water for 
irrigation was turned to municipal 
and industrial uses, whereas 
municipal-treated water partially 
su b s t ituted water for irrigation. 

The study sees that the water 
supplies for different uses from 
surface, underground and refuse 
water amounted to 950 million 
cubic meters in 1992. As demand 
increased, the country was forced 
to extract 172 million cubic 
meters of potable water, which is 
more than the safe average of 
underground draining. 

External water in Jordan is esti¬ 
mated at an annual 692 million 
cubic metres, in 1992, only 55 
percent of that was utilized. 
About 475 million cubic meters 
can be developed from these 
resources. 

The main sources of surface 
water in Jordan come from floods 
(334 mcm), and rivers and springs 
(358 mcm). 

Water consumption in Jordan 


is determined by various factors: 

■ The 7.5 perrem population 
growth rate since 1948, which is 
more than twice the natural 3.6 
percent average growth. 

■ Development of the last 30 
years, especially the expansion of 
small-scale industry, transport 
mining, construction, and irri¬ 
gated agriculture. These have 
raised the average rates of water. 
Complex constniciion in 1991 
was taking place on land lots of 
more than seven million square 
meters, for instance. 

■ The rising living standards 
and the rural migration to urban 
areas led to an increase in water 
use. With the exception of the 
Jordan Volley, the Kingdom wit¬ 
nessed waves of migration to the 
towns, in search of jobs. 

Municipal water uses is one of 
the main fields of water con¬ 
sumption. More than 97 per- cent 
of the population benefit from 
municipal water networks. In 
1992, about 206 mcm were 
pumped in these networks, which 


American Promotion Week 
shows the best in US 


THE .AMERICAN Promotion Week which provid¬ 
ed the best in American products and sendees ends 
tomorrow, Friday with abang, 

This show which has drawn tens of thousands of 
people to the Amman International Fair Hall at 
Marj Al Hamam was opened by Prime Minister 
Abdel Karim Kabariti, accompamed by Industry 
and TradeMinister Ali Aht Ragheb. 

Mr Robert Beecraft, the Charged’ affaircsof the 
US Embassy in Amman said he is delighted to 
show Jordanians the latest in products, services and 
riwvftln pm w i t s in Amman industry. 

The annual show, organized by the US Embassy 
and dealers in American products has grown from 
11 to 42 participants since the first exhibition was 
held four years ago. Beecraft, who believes the on¬ 
going trade promotion will help strengthen tradere- 
lations between the two countries stated that, “as a 
result of the peace process and the Amman Eco¬ 
nomic Suxramu SO US companies visited Jordan 
since last November to explore joint business op¬ 
portunities.’’ 

The Commercial Attache. Gary Grappo, who 
pointed out that over 25,000 aBended last year's 
show said, a much larger number is expected tins 
year. But Mr Grappo, expressed regret that Jord^ii- 


ans are not able to afford American automobiles on 
show as a result of die high impart duties, “An 
American car that cost $35,000 (in the US) is sold 
for $78JXX) in Jordan because of the high import 
duties." Grappo explained that die recent tariff re¬ 
duction had to go much further. 

According to Grappo, over 4,000 Jordanian 
products were exempted m 1995 from the US cus¬ 
toms duties under the Generalized System of Pref¬ 
erences (GSF% But inspite of this preferences Jor¬ 
dan's exports to the US amounted only to $30 
million, while inserts from the US CO the kingdom 
was valued at about $355 million. The approval of 
the GSP for Jordan in 1996, be expbinod, is still un¬ 
derway as a result of the long raming debate on the 
budget in the US Congress, "but we at quite opti¬ 
mistic that it wiO be approved". 

American products and services on display in- 
cbde automobiles, automative accessaries, spare 
parts, funnturc, dotiriqgr pharmaceuticals; water re¬ 
lated technology, musical mstnimans. cosmetics, 
financial'^and barking services, consulting services, 
electronic and security systems. 

On the lighter side, a number of other events are 
also going on which include Internet presentations 
and live musical performances. ■ 


means a ratio of 50 cm per capita 
per year (or 136 litre per capita 
per day). However, the exact end 
of 56 percent of the water sup¬ 
plies in that year was not known, 
though on estimated average-of 
30 percent of those lost water 
supplies was attributed to 
leakage. 

Hence, the actual home water 
use per capita was 35 cm per year 
(ii. 96 litres per capita per day), 
less than the recommended 73 
cm/year (or 200 litres per capita/ 
day). 

The average cost of municipal 
water supplies is JD 05 per 1 cm 
(from Jordan Valley to Amman). 
When comparing the volume of 
leaked water from the networks 
with the accepted average of 
tosses (i.e. 10% ), one concludes 
that Jordan has lost 41.2 mcm, 
more than the acceptable average. 
The annual cost of leakage is 
about JD 20 million, a more than 
sufficient amount to invest in new 
networks. 

Industry takes about 4% of total 
water (Le. 35 mcm). Industries, 
such as the oil refinery, Al Huss¬ 
ein’s Thermal Station. Phosphate 
and Potash receive the largest. By 
2010, its water share will increase 
by 140 mcm. 

Irrigated agriculture is vital In 
the last 20 years, public irrigation 
in the Jordan VaDey. and private 
irrigation in the heights areas, wid¬ 
ened. In the early 1970s, irrigated 
areas covered 12000 hectares, and 
exceeded 61.700 hectares in 1992. 

Water needs for irrigation 
amounted to 800 man in 1992, 
505 mcm were in the southern 
Gbor and the Jordan Valley. Only 
700 mcm were supplied in that 
year, and used to irrigate 55,700 
hectares out of 63300 hectares. 
Some of the land was left 
implanted, and crop density 
decreased The average water use 
in the Valley and southern Ghor is 
9445 cm, per hectare per year, and 
15 834 cm. per hectare per year in 
the heights. 

The study notes that, in the Jor¬ 
dan Valley, the farmers used to 
distribute water among themselves 
on tribal and Islamic basis, Le. 
without paying any fees. In 1961. 
a one fils tariff per 1 cm was lev¬ 
ied for the first time, and was 
amendedn 1966 to I-fifs per I cm 


of the first 1800 cm and 2-fils per 
1 cm if the consumption exceeded 
1800 cm. In 1973, this tariff was 
raised to 3 fils per 1 cm irrespec¬ 
tive of the quantity consumed and 
doubled in 1989. It increased 
again by 10 fils perl cm. 

Ghazzawi says that current tar¬ 
iffs on irrigated water in the Jordan 
valley does not cover the operation 
and maintenance cost; indicating 
that it receives subsidies. He adds 
that in 1992 government paid JD 
1.44 million to support water sup¬ 
plies. whereas maintenance and 
operation costs were estimated at 
JD 2.18 million. Only 150 mcm 
were sold and only JD 900JJ00 
werecoikcted from farmers. 

Ghazzawi points that Jordan 
has invested JD 380 million in a 
com p rehensive development plan 
in the Jordan Valley and southern 
Ghor, of which JD 127 million 
were allocated for irrigation 
projects. 

As for irrigation in the heights, 
water is drained from the wells. 
No fees are levied on water drain¬ 
ing. The estimated punping cost 
of one cubic meter is about 50 fils. 
Both the high cost of the new pro¬ 
jects and of their operation is the 
most crucial issue. 

The study stresses that water 
budgets in Jordan suffer a chronic 
deficit, ft explains that while 
demand on water supplies 
increases for the food production, 
municipalities and industry, water 
availability is decreasing. Demand 
oi water supplies is expected to 
rise by 50 percent up to the year 
2005, whereas the deficit of sup¬ 
plies wiD increase by 78 percent in 
the same period. 

The scurfy notes that demand on 
mumdpai water is anticipated to 
reach 350 mcm as the country's 
pn pnl.ili nn is expected to grow to 
53 million by the year 2000. The 
industry's water consumption wQl 
likewise increase by 150 mcm. 
Thus, the water used for both 
municipal and industry purposes is 
expected to amount to 500 man 
fi.e. 66 percent of the total amount 
of renewable water that can be 
economically developed). 

As for water uses in irrigation, it 
is expected to increase from 800- 
1088 mcm in the Jordan VaDey 
and southern Gbor in the year 
2000 . ■ 


Zara Investment is developing 
tourism in a big way 


AMMAN—Zara Investment is 
to increase its paid up capital 
from JD 25 to JD 50 million. 

This sudden, but necessary 
increase comes to meet the 
requirements of the company’s 
large and promising program 
of hotel projects around the 
country, as well as to corre¬ 
spond to the needs of its 
expanding investment projects. 

The Movenbeck Hotel in 
Petra is the first investment 
project of Zara, a company that 


was established in 1994. The 
five-star hotel costs JD 13.3 
million and has 185 rooms and 
suites. This hotel is run by the 
same and original Swiss 
administration. 

Hay at Hotel will also be 
constructed on a distinguished 
land plot in Jabal Amman. This 
five-star hotel wifi be finked to 
one of the largest trade centers 
in Amman, the World Trade 
Center—Amman. Hayat Hotel 
will include 310 rooms and 


Societe Generale holds 
regional meeting in Amman 

• THE MANAGEMENT of 
the giant French bank Societe 
Generale has chosen Amman 
as the venue of the bank’s 
regional conference scheduled 
for 16-18 May at the Marriott 
Hotel 

This regional meeting will 
bring together 30 delegates 
representing the Bank's man¬ 
agement in Paris, and its 
brandies and corporate institutes in the Middle East and North 
Africa. Mr Jacques Bouhet, general manager of the International 
Division of the Bank, will preside over the conference. 

Societe Generale is the biggest private bank in France, and 
ranks 19th among the world’s largest hanks. The total assets of 
Societe Generale are worth FFR 1600 billion, and its sharehold¬ 
ers’ equity amount to FFR 51 million. In 1995. Sodete Generale 
earned FFR 3.8 billion in profit The bank has about 500 
branches and associate corporations in over 70 countries. 



suites, and a center for 
businessmen. 

The tender for the second 
stage of the hotel and its utili¬ 
ties will be invited in the first 
half of next year. 

Zara is in the course of com¬ 
pleting a feasibility study of 
the Aqaba Hotel tourist project 
that is planned to be built on 
the southern shore of the Gulf. 
The company is also studying 
the economic feasibility of 
Wadi Ram tourist project. 

The study is being con¬ 
ducted in cooperation with an 
international consulting com¬ 
pany, which is involved in the 
region's development and in 
encouraging desert tourism. 

Zara For Investment has 
bought 2 million shares of 
Hotel InterContinental Jordan. 
This is in addition to increasing 
its subscription ratio in the 
company's total paid up capital 
to 27% percent. 

Zara assets. in 1995 
amounted to JD 36,114.984, 
and the shareholders’ equity 
are put at JD 26,160330. The 
company’s net profits in the 
same year were JD-1,290,804. 
They were appropriated as fol¬ 
lows: 10 percent as obligatory 
reserve, 20 percent as volun¬ 
tary reserve, and JD 909,229 as 
a rotated deposit. 

The total investments of 
Zara company amount to JD 
130 million i$ISO million). ■ 




' Highest and lowest performing stocks in the Amman Financial Market 
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♦ Amman Investment Bank 


♦ Jordan Press Foundation 
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ELF/Totalsign 
deals with Iraq 

• TOTAL SA and Elf Aquitaine, the French-owned oil giants 
have reopened their offices in Baghdad and signed agreements 
with the Iraqi government. They arc now waiting the outcome 
of the oil for food talks that are currently going on in the 
United Nations, and an end to sanctions on Iraq. 

A statement issued by the London-based opposition, the 
Iraqi National Congress, said that “A future democratic gov¬ 
ernment in Iraq in the post-Saddam era will not honor agree¬ 
ments made between foreign oil companies and Saddam Huss¬ 
ein’s regime.” 

“We see companies making deals with Saddam as support¬ 
ers” of the regime 

The INC said, "Deals with Saddam are morally indefensible 
and fiscally unwise. Saddam is using the greed of some oil 
companies as a lever to break the international isolation 
imposed upon his regime. These agreements will not profit 
those companies engaged in them; their only purpose is to 
maintain Saddam’s power.” and contacts." 

“These companies and entities which are judged by a demo¬ 
cratic government to have prolonged his dictatorship will have 
no place in Iraq's redevelopment.” the statement added. 





On the Jordan-Egypt free trade zone 


THE JORDANFAN-Egypu'an Higher Joint Committee's 
agreement to establish a free-trade zone between the two 
countries is a positive initiative that lays down a basis for 
deeper economic relations not only on the bilateral, but also 
on the multilateral levels. 

In the past, many statements were issued on the establish¬ 
ment of the Arab common market, and several agreements 
were signed on mutual trade exchange and Arab economic 
integratioa However, the results and dividends in reality 
were far shorter then expected. The main reason given was 
the political differences and approaches of the signatory 
countries. 

In today’s world, not only the well-established experience 
of the European economic cooperation stands a good exam¬ 
ple of the over-riding economic interests over political dif¬ 
ferences among the partners concerned, but also the forma¬ 
tion of similar blocs in other regions is to be admired. In 
addition, these developments confirm that it is the economy 
that determines the burning issues of peace, stability and 
cooperation. 

TTbe Jordan-Egypt agreement to create a free trade zone 
between the two countries seems to have drawn good les¬ 
sons from the mistakes of the past. It is planned to be gradu¬ 
ally accomplished by the year 2005. This means that legal, 
technical, and necessary measures will be thoroughly, and 
duly discussed by then. Meanwhile, other steps and simitar 
agreements could also be taken to incorporate other partners 
or even set up identical joint projects in neighboring 
countries. 

Hence, if true intentions of economic and trade coopera¬ 
tion prevail on the bilateral and multi-lateral scales, then the 
aspirations to prosperity, sustainable development, and com¬ 
prehensive peace and cooperation will certainly triumph in 
the region. The Jordan-Egypt free trade zone project should 
not be a cry in the wilderness, but a feasible and necessary 
undertaking that heralds the beginning of a new economic 
era. ■ 


British Midland signs 
agreement with Air Lanka 

• MAJOR EUROPEAN Airline British Midland, signed a 
code-share agreement with Air Lanka. 

The latest signing is the third with an Asian carrier and 
means British Midland customers travelling from regional 
UK airports can ceaselessly transfer at London Heathrow 
onto Air Lanka’s service to Sri Lanka. 

Under the reciprocal agreement, effective immediately, 
customers travelling on British Midland flights from Bel¬ 
fast. Edinburgh, Glasgow, Leeds Bradford and Teesside, 
will be able to connect at London Heathrow onto Air 
Lanka's service to Colombo. Connecting flights boarding 
passes and onward seat allocation will be issued at the 
point of departure. Checked, luggage will be transferred 
directly from British Midland to Air Lanka flights and 
vice-versa. 

Air Lanka is the 12th major airline to sign a code-share 
agreement with British Midland which offers regional air 
passengers a greater choice of airlines when travelling to 
world-wide destination. 

' - British Midland currently operates code-share agree¬ 
ments with Air Canada. Alitalia, American Airlines. Aus¬ 
trian Airlines. Untied Airlines. Iberia. TAP Air Portugal, 
Cathay Pacific, Malaysia, Airlines. SAS, Virign Atlantic. 
Air Lanka and Royal Brunei. 


Saatchi & Saatehi: 

No 1 advertising in region 

• OFFICIAL FIGURES released by Advertising Age, the 
world’s leading advertising industry newspaper, show that 
Saatchi & Saatchi Advertising is the number one billing 
agency in the major markets of the Middle East 

Combined 1995 billings of the Saatchi & Saatchi agen¬ 
cies in Saudi Arabia, UAE, Lebanon, Egypt, Jordan and 
Kuwait amounted last year to almost $ 74 million, putting 
the agency ahead of BBDO, Leo Burnett and 
Intennarkets. 

“We’ve always known that we were number one in crea¬ 
tivity. After only six years in the region, it’s nice to know 
we’re also number one in billings”, said Edward Jones, 
chairman of Saatchi & Saatchi Advertising Middle East 
(SSAME). 

“The figures are even more impressive because in 1995 
file Jordan agency was still a fledgling and the Kuwait 
office had not yet opened” added John McNeel, CEO of 
SSAME. 


US okays bill on Gaza-West 
Bank free trade 


By Warner Rose 

USIA Staff Writer 

WASHINGTON—The Senate 
Finance Committee has 
approved legislation to allow 
goods produced in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip and "quali¬ 
fying industrial zones” in Israel. 
Jordan and Egypt to enter the 
United States under provisions 
equal to those of the US-lsrael 
Free Trade Agreement. 

Committee action on this leg¬ 
islation was tied to legislation to 
implement an international 
agreement to end shipbuilding 
subsidies. 

That agreement, negotiated in 
the Organization of Economic 
Cooperation and Development 
(OECD), was signed in Decem¬ 
ber 1994 by the most important 
shipbuilding nations—the 

United States, the European 
Union. Japan, South Korea and 
Norway. 

The committee also approved 
on S May the reauthorization of 
the Generalized System of Pref¬ 
erences (GSP), a program that 
allows duty-free enny for many 
imports from most devetoping 
countries, retroactively to its 
expiration in July 1995. 

The House passed a West 
Bank-Gaza bill in April 1996. 
If the Senate passes the West 
Bank-Gaza bill with the ship¬ 
building subsidy and GSP provi¬ 
sions added by the Senate 
finance Committee, however, 
the bill would require at least 


reconsideration in the House 
and, more likely, reconsidera¬ 
tion by a House committee and 
a Senate-House conference. 

Senate Finance Committee 
Chairman William Roth cited 
the crucial importance for fast 
passage of the OECD shipbuild¬ 
ing agreement before a June 15 
deadline. “It took almost six 
years to negotiate this agree¬ 
ment, which will substantially 
reduce foreign shipbuilding sub¬ 
sidies,” Roth said. 

The shipbuilding agreement 
will cover about 80 percent of 
the world’s shipbuilding capac¬ 
ity. Its four main provisions 
are: 

■ Elimination of virtually all 
shipbuilding subsidies granted 
either directly to shipbuilders or 
indirectly through ship 
operators. 

M An ''injurious-pricing” 
code modeled on the World 
Trade Organization (WTO) 
antidumping code that allows 
signatories to fine foreign ship¬ 
yards that sell ships at unfairly 
tow (or dumped) prices. 

■ A set of rules for how 
governments will finance 
domestic and exported ship 
sales. 

■ And a binding dispute- 
settlement procedures in the 
OECD. 

The agreement would enter 
into force 30 days after the June 
15 deadline. Of the five agree¬ 
ment signatories, the United 
States and Japan have not yet 


completed the steps to meet the 
deadline. Some of the other 
parties have threatened to with¬ 
draw from the agreement if the 
United States fails to imple¬ 
ment it by 15 June, having 
already missed an earlier Janu¬ 
ary deadline. 

The GSP legislation would 
renew the program granting 
duty-free access for more than 
4,400 products from designated 
developing countries. but 
would make some changes. 
One change is to decrease the 
per capita gross national prod¬ 
uct (GNP) threshold for when a 
country is no longer eligible for 
the program to $8,600 from 
$11,800. Also reduced would 
be the "competitive need lim¬ 
its” to $75 million beginning in 
1996. with a standard annual 
increase of $5 million. Coun¬ 
tries with exports exceeding the 
competitive need limit in a par¬ 
ticular product would not be 
able to export the excess 
amount of that product duty¬ 
free to the United States. 

The new legislation should 
also make more clear the extent 
of the president’s authority to 
designate the addition of arti¬ 
cles imported from "least¬ 
developed developing coun¬ 
tries” as GSP eligible. It also 
will exclude products from con¬ 
sideration for duty free eligibil¬ 
ity for three years under the 
GSP program if the products 
have been formally denied GSP 
sratus. 


Retroactive GSP reauihoriza- 
tion to July 31. 1995, should 
allow importers to request 
refund of some of the higher 
duties already paid. 

The legislation on Gaza and 
the West Bank was in part made 
necessary by the implementa¬ 
tion of die 1995 Israel- 
Palestinian Liberation Organiza¬ 
tion agreement, which began the 
transfer of territories to the con¬ 
trol of Palestinian authorities. 
After the transfer, goods pro¬ 
duced in these areas were no 
longer marked as products of 
Israel and therefore were no 
longer eligible for the preferen¬ 
tial treatment granted goods 
under the US-lsrael Free Trade 
Agreement. 

The legislation would give 
the president authority to mod¬ 
ify or eliminate any duty on any 
goods produced in or imported 
from the West Bank, the Gaza 
Strip or “a qualifying industrial 
zone." 171056 “qualifying" 
zones will be areas, designated 
by the president, in Israel and 
Jordan, or Israel and Egypt, 
which local authorities set up as 
enclaves where merchandise 
can enter without payment of 
duty or excise tax. 

“The effect of the provision," 
said the committee staff presen¬ 
tation. “is to offer to goods from 
the West Bank, the Gaza Strip 
and qualifying industrial zones 
the same tariff treatment as is 
offered to products of Israel 
under the U.S.-lsraeI FTA." ■ 
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Bahrain troubles 
don’t impinge on 
US base 


By John Daniszewski 

LA TimeS'Wcuhmglon Post News Service 


MANAMA. Bahrain—Just outside the US 5th Fleet head¬ 
quarter:. :n this Gulf oil emirate, teenagers throwing rocks re¬ 
cently clashed with police armed with tear gas and rubber 
bullets. The disturbances and police roundups lasted for 
days. But throughout it oil, not one brick was hurled in the 
direction of the American base. 

That is among the incongruities in this small but strategic 
country. It has been shaken by 17 months of anti-government 
protests led by militant Islamic clerics. But during the tu¬ 
mult. the large US military presence that helps support the 
government has rarely rated a mention by dissidents. 

“As long as they do nothing to me, I have nothing against 
them." said Ibrahim, IS. a Shiite Muslim who took part in 
the battles with police next to the 5th Reel administrative 
headquarters. The Navy personnel who jog by on the narrow 
streets of his poor neighborhood do not provoke even mild 
resentment, he said, noting: “Anybody is welcome in our 
land, as long as the government agrees to the demands of the 
people." 

Will that always be true? US officials are increasingly 
worried about Bahrain's growing problems. Stability and 
cooperation in the gulf are top US strategic goals—to ensure 
a steady supply of fuel to the West—and Bahrain more and 
more looks like a crumbling house in a tough neighborhood. 

One of America's strongest allies in the region, this coun¬ 
try of barely 500,000 people has been the scene of steadily 
escalating violence since December 1994, pitting the Sunni 
Muslim-led government against members of the Shiite com¬ 
munity. Shiites make up 70 percent of the population and are 
demanding greater democracy and the restoration of the par¬ 
liament dissolved by the emir in 1975. 

The fight has spiraled into bombings and fatal arson on 
one side and mass arrests and alleged torture on the other— 
all over an island group no larger than metropolitan Wash¬ 
ington. D.C., that is fast running out of the oil that underpins 
its economy. 

That reality is the heart of the problem: Bahrain is the first 
gulf producer to be exhausting its oil supply. Its output of 
42,000 barrels a day is a fraction of a percent of the world's 
production. But by 2020. if projections hold, its supply wiU 
be depleted. 

Like other gulf states. Bahrain is desperate to diversify ec¬ 
onomically. Already it hosts a string of international banks 
whose gleaming offices line the waterfront: it has become a 
major aluminum smelter, it has developed a small but signif¬ 
icant ship repair industry. It is experimenting with tourism, 
building posh beach resorts aimed at wealthy Arabs and Eu¬ 
ropeans. 

But can Bahrain shift to a post-petroleum economy while 
coping with what amounts to a popular insurrection? 

Clashes with police occur almost nightly. And a rash of 
bombings has targeted hotels, restaurants and other sites 
across Bahrain since last July. 

In the worst such incident, seven Bangladeshi guest work¬ 
ers died in the Firebombing of a restaurant just outside Mana¬ 
ma in March, raising the death toll from the unrest since 
1994 to at least 28. 

Opposition leader Sheikh Abdul Amir Jamri has been im¬ 
prisoned since January. Houses and fences across Bahrain 
are covered with graffiti demanding his release. 

So far. the planted bombs have been primitive and placed 
for psychological effect more than harm. ‘The idea is to tell 
the government. ‘We could close this country down if we 
wanted."' according to one diplomat 

The US Embassy has warned Americans to exercise cau¬ 
tion when moving about Bahrain, and several foreign banks 
have been shifting operations to the United Arab Emirates. 
Bahrain's principal economic rival. 

"Hie government of Sheikh Isa ibn Salman Khalifa, the 
emir, would like to portray the uprising as the thin edge of an 
Iranian wedge that wants to extend Ayatollah Khomeini- 
style fundamentalism to the oil states of the gulf. While it is 
true that Shiite religious leaders at the forefront of the pro¬ 
tests are trained in the Iranian holy city of Qom. most diplo¬ 
mats and political analysts regard Bahrain's unrest as a 
home-grown affair. ■ 


‘We cried for all of 


the dead children ’ 


By Robert Fisk 


LIEUTENANT COLONEL Wame Waqaniva¬ 
valagi sat in the front of the television of his 
smashed officers' mess yesterday afternoon and 
watebed his own headquarters being shelled by 
the Israelis. As the artillery rounds howled 
down on the Fijian battalion headquarters at 
Qana on the videotape in front of him. the colo¬ 
nel —who has spent eight years on United 
Nations service in southern Lebanon—pointed 
at the smoke (hat filled the screen. 

“In there. Robert, was an awful place to be," 
he said. And he shook his head. "The Israeli 
margin of error was too big to say this was an 
error. There were two Israeli helicopters 
observing the shelling in this headquarters— 
they were observing as shells landed here." 

The videotape, which forms the center¬ 
piece of the UN investigation into the attack on 
Qana—a copy of the film was obtained by the 
Independent—showed an Israeli pilotless recon¬ 
naissance drone, used for artillery spotting, fly¬ 
ing low over Qana at the height of the Israeli 
bombardment. The Israelis said it was on 
“another mission" but Colonel Waqanivavalagi 
was unimpressed. 

“I wouldn't know about another mission," he 
said pointedly. “All I know is that I was 
shelled. My men saw these Israeli drone planes 
from (heir observation post. They saw one 
before the massacre. We know the Israelis are 
very good at artillery shooting. Much of the 
time when the Israelis have shot in this area, we 
would loaf around in the camp. We knew how 
accurate their shooting was. That’s why there 
was no air of expectancy in the camp before the 
attack." 

The colooel was in his command center when 
the first .Israeli artillery round to bit the UN 
base—there were 12 in all—landed near the 
Fijian UN battalion's outdoor refrigerator on 18 
April. ‘Tt was chaos,” he said. “Everyone was 
crying. People were being killed. Bodies were 
flying in the air. At one point there was a big 
explosion and I looked up and saw a whole 
house had gone. I saw two of my soldiers car¬ 
rying bodies in blankets with hands hanging 
out People were shouting 'casualties' and 'four 
soldiers severely injured’." 

The colonel raised his hands. “When it was 
over. I just couldn’t believe it—that we could be 
shelled in our own tactical headquarters. I was 
astonished, I stood there helpless. I couldn't do 
anything to stop the whole thing.” 

But like many of the 150 Fijian soldiers aL the 
Qanaq base, the colonel has children—two 
year-old Leilani, Loma. six, and an eight-year- 
old boy called Sakiesa—-and it was their faces 
which confronted him when the Israeli shells 
had killed the last of the 120 or more refugees. 

* 'There were so many dead children and when 
I saw the bodies, my own children were right in 
front of me." The colonel put his hand in front 
of his face, the fingers towards him. They 
were there, like that, so dose to me. If they had 
told me there was going to be a massacre. I 
wouldn't have come to Lebanon. It is one of 
the saddest, most deplorable things that any 
human being can be killed under our security." 

Most of the 560 refugees in the camp— 
another 300 ran into the UN base just before the 
shelling and after they had heard the Hizbollah 
mortar fire 350 meters away—had been living 
among the Fijians for eight days and some of 
the soldiers had become close friends with the 
Lebanese civilians, especially the children. 

"We bad been living with these people for 
more than a week," die colonel said "Every 
night our soldiers would hold the babies and 
rock them to sleep for their mothers. My men 


gave up their beds, their rooms, their food for 
theses people. They taught us to make the Leb¬ 
anese kibis food and when we held our Chris¬ 
tian service every evening they would all be 
very quiet and many of the Muslims would 
come and stand near us and watch us in silence 
as we prayed. 

Tt was a relationship with the Lebanese peo¬ 
ple that we hadn't had in the 18 years our batta¬ 
lions have been here. And then we saw them 
killed. We were starting to learn each other's 
culture. And suddenly, everything went away." 

The colonel admits that he and most of this 
wept in the minutes that followed the end 
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of the attack. "We ail cried. We had known 
them so well—some of my men were ve^. 
affected. They knew the kids and they had to 
pick up pieces of them. They had held toe 
babies and they had to pick them up in bits. Its 
just too horrific to describe." 

At the weekend, a UN team from New York 
arrived to provide psychological help for the 
soldiers, some of whom had slept in groups on 
the floors in toe night toat followed, unable to 
sleep, jumping at the slightest sound—a car 
braking or a spoon dropping from a table. Sev¬ 
eral were recommended immediate home leave. 

Colonel Waqanivavalagi did observe several 
Hizbollah men arrive at the compound after— 
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not before—the shelling. They were, he said . 
the men who fired the mortars at which the 
Israelis claimed they were firing. 

“They came in to look for their families who 
were here. And one of them found toat all his 
family bad been killed. He was hystericaL He 
kept shouting ‘these are my people*. But toe 


people who died were civilians. They 1 ^. - .. 

become our friends. Who cannot see this iV-ri**"' 1 ''..!. . 
think of their children? At the end, I cri’;,.. ~ r j / 
inside my soul. Not even tears can descriT 
what happened." ■ jTss: *"■ ' 
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UN Qana massacre report 
receives hammering from all sides 
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NEW YORK—£ylvona Foa, spokesman for 
UN Secretary-General Boutros Boutros Ghali. 
said that “the fact that neither side is happy 
with this report can only prove its objectivity. 
We must be doing something righL The van 
Kappen report has sparked some very emo¬ 
tional responses. There are those who seek to 
discredit not only toe report, but it's authors, 
toe Secretary-General and the United Nations 
itself. Let’s be very clear. The report fulfils an 
essential obligation of this Organization to 
investigate an incident in which peacekeepers 
were injured and more than 100 civilians killed 
inside a United Nations compound. We owe 
toat investigation to the troop-contributing 
nations as well as to ourselves. The intent of 
the report was not to embrarrass or accuse any 
Member State. We didn't go out there to point 
fingers. We went out there to establish the 
facts so that steps can be taken to see that an 
incident like this will not happen again. The 
report is balanced and objective. The facts 
speak for themselves. It is difficult to under¬ 
stand toe strong reactions to this report in 
some quarters." 

“Some crises are questioning even toe cre¬ 
dentials of the investigative team itself," she 
continued. "Let's go through them. Major- 
General van Kappen has been a Marine for 35 
years of experience in the Royal Engineers. 
The team also included on artillery expert and 
an ordinance expert in the field, and. two artil¬ 
lery experts at the United Nations Headquar¬ 
ters who were on our staff. In addition to those 
people, the advice of independent outside 
experts was also elicited. The whole report was 
reviewed linc-by-line by the Assistant Secre¬ 
tary-General to Peacekeeping, General Man¬ 
fred Eisele, who has been an artillery specialist 
for 50 years. It was interesting that all of the 
experts involved in this report came to toe 


same conclusion from their analysis of toe 
data,” Ms Foa said. 

Asked whether it was not rather courageous 
of toe Secretary-General to issue that report 
given that toe Americans were considering 
whether they wanted him back, Ms Foa 
responded that it would be a very sad day if a 
Secretary-General suppressed the facts of an 
important investigation just because a Member 
State threatened to deny him a second term. 
“About 99 percent of the people on this earth 
believe the job of the Secretary-General is to 
serve as the moral conscience, toe moral voice. 
He can't be seen to be bowing to political pres¬ 
sure when questions of this weight arc 
involved or it would undermine the public con¬ 
fidence in toe institution of the United Nations 
as a whole." 

Asked if the Secretaiy-General had been 
threatened by toe Americans. Ms Foa 
responded. “No." 

A correspondent asked if it was true that toe 
United States Permanent Representative, Made¬ 
leine Albright, or her staff had called the Secre¬ 
tary-General to bitterly denounce Major- 
General van Kappen and toe report Ms Foa said 
no: ..... - 

The correspondent said toat Lebanon Wanted 
action in toe Security Council to condemn 
Israel, and asked if toe Secretary-General or his 
top aides felt toat such action would hurt toe 
peace process. Ms. Foa said that this was totally 
up to toe Council. 

Referring to the van Kappen report, a corre¬ 
spondent asked why a policy decision had been 
taken to come out fighting. Ms. Foa said that it 
wasn't a policy decision. "I have been provoked 
in toe last 24 hours by questions of people who 
say to me. "These people who wrote tote report 
don’t know what they are taking about They 
didn’t look at the evidence’. There has been 
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quite a bit of provoking on his report 1 think the 
report is extremely balanced, extremely objec¬ 
tive and 1 think that we ought to be very grateful 
to toe people who risked their lives there to get' ^. ‘ 
as much witness testimony as they could and to , 
put the pieces together into this puzzle which ' 
was very, very difficult" 
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that the Permanent Representatives of Lebanon, 

Bahrain and Egypt were going to see toe Secre¬ 
tary-General and toat they were also upset about 
toe report Ms Foa said, "We've seen the 
reports from Lebanon saying toot they feel that 
toe report belittled the incident There were peo¬ 
ple obviously who wanted something much 
stronger." 

Asked what the United Nations meant by 
saying that it wanted to make sure that that 
never happened again, the spokesman said that 
she had asked Joachin Huder, Director, Asia 
and Middle East Division. Department of w \‘ 
Peacekeeping Operations, to give some kind of “ 
a briefing on that There were new procedures 
being worked out at toe moment "We are going .‘V 
to try them out with toe Israeli commenders on * 
how we can make sure toai this doesn’t happen. " 

how we communicate. There will be a whole “*■ '* ' 
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list of new procedures worked out." 

A correspondent asked whether there was a 
feeling at toe United Nations toat iL was best if 
toe issue between Israel and toe United Nations 
was dropped and Israel and toe Untied Nations 
got on with re-establishing relations with the 
United Natioos Interim Force in Lebanon 
(UNFIL). M?Foa responded. "What we'll like 
to see is for toe cease-fire to take hold; for the 
Fighting to stop, and for toe peace process to get 
on as fast as possible. We want to put this whole 
thing to bed now..." ■ 
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Lebanon operation drives wedge 
between Peres, Arab Israelis 


It is Labor, not Likud, that stands to lose the most in the Arab sector, since this 

vote traditionally has helped Labor. 


By Marjorie Miller 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Sen'icc 


JAFFA. Israe—When Nadia 
Hilou opted to run for parlia¬ 
ment on the governing Labor 
Party ticket, it seemed that the 
Arab educator's campaign 
among Palestinians in Israel 
would be as easy as toe warm 
breeze wafting in here from the 
Mediterranean. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres was seen as “Mr 
Peace” by most of the 800.000 
or so Arab citizens of Israel. 
He was an architect of toe 
Isracli-Palestinian peace accord 
who would end. once and for 
alt. the paintul conflict between 
their people and their state. 

After the assassination of 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
by a radical Jew opposed to the 
peace process, pollsters were 
predicting toat Arabs would 
turn out to vote in unprece¬ 
dented numbers and that 90 
percent of them would cast bal¬ 
lots for Peres. 

Then Mr Peace made war. 

Israel's two-week “Opera¬ 
tion Grapes of Wrath." aimed 
at Shiite Muslim guerrillas in 
Lebanon, has driven a wedge 
between Peres and Arab Israe¬ 
lis. The killing of about 150 
Lebanese Arabs, most of them 
civilians at a UN refugee camp 
in Qana. has caused Labor sup¬ 
port in toe Arab sector to plum- 
meL And it has raised an 
uncomfortable hurdle for 
Hilou. Labor's highest-profilc 
Arab candidate and the only 
Arab woman running for the 
Israeli legislature, toe Knesset. 

•’We are passing through a 
hard period. What happened at 
Qana was a tragedy that hurt 
toe Arabs. I was hurt. I am 


sorry for toe women and chil¬ 
dren victims." she said in an 
interview. “Bui Peres was the 
man of peace, and he continues 
to be. A decision should not be 
made on one act. 

"We have three weeks until 
toe election, and I am very con¬ 
fident in toe Arabs from all par¬ 
ties to distinguish between 
their feelings and their reason. 
Their heads will tell them to 
vote for Peres." 

Hilou may be overconfident. 
Polls since the military offen¬ 
sive show that only 47* percent 
to 52 percent of Arab voters 
support Peres in toe first direct 
election for an Israeli prime 
minister. Many Palestinians 
say they will cast blank ballots 
in the tight race between Peres 
and right-wing Likud Party 
leader Benjamin Netanyahu. 

Arabs in Israel say they are 
angry not only over Lebanon 
but over toe Israeli closure of 
Palestinian-ruled territory in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Peres imposed toe closure 
for security reasons after a 
spate of suicide bombings in 
Israel by toe militant Islamic 
group Hamas began 25 Febru¬ 
ary, killing more than 60 peo¬ 
ple. Arabs inside and outside 
Israel, however, consider it 
unfair collective punishment. 

"We always gave Peres our 
support, and now he is stepping 
on toe Arabs." said 
Mohammed Abdel Fattah. 45. 
a restaurateur who has voted 
Labor previously. "I will vote 
with a blank paper. What Peres 
is doing now is taking toe same 
measures toat Likud took in toe 
past, so it doesn't mailer who 
is in power." 

Spotting an opening. Likud's 
Netanyahu has been wooing 
voters with visits to Arab 


towns such as Taiyiba, where 
he spent toe recent Muslim 
Feasi of toe Sacrifice, to put 
forth his new position on the 
peace accord—that whatever 
has been done already is done 
and that he wifi not send Israeli 
troops to reoccupy Palestinian 
towns in the West Bank and 
Gaza. 

Netanyahu now also says he 
would be willing to talk to Pal¬ 
estinian leader Yasser Arafat, 
even though his campaign ads 
portray Arafat as 

untrustworthy. 

Arafat has made no secret of 
his desire to see Peres remain 
in the office the prime minister 
inherited from Rabin. The Pal¬ 
estinian Authority president 
went so far as to persuade toe 
leadership of his Palestine Lib¬ 
eration Organization to annul 
its decades-old call for the 
destruction of Israel—in the 
midst of the closure and toe 

Lebanon operation. 

Moshe Arens, who heads toe 
Likud campaign in the Arab 
sector, insists that Arafat’s open 

support for Peres is no obstacle 
for Netanyahu. 

'There are many Israeli 
Arabs who don't admire Ara¬ 
fat. The Arab population in 
Israel has gotten used to 
democracy, and I don’t believe 
toat Arafat's regime appeals to 
them," he said. 

Arens said Likud’s argument 
to toe Israeli Arabs is: "The 
best way to make peace is to 
make sure that Israel is strong." 
He says Likud te a champion of 
equal rights for Arabs. 

Labor challenges the sincer¬ 
ity oF Likud's campaign to win 
over Arabs, pointing out that 
Likud leaders branded parlia¬ 
mentary approval of toe peace 
accord “illegitimate" because it 


depended on Arab votes. Likud 
members have argued that 
Arabs should not he allowed to 
vote on fundamental questions 
of sovereignty, borders and 
Jewish issues. 

"Netanyahu and toe Likud 
acted systematically to de- 
Icgitimize the Arab vote in the 
Knesset.” said Haggoi Mcrom, 
a Labor member of parliament. 
"One who objects to having 
Arabs in the Knesset cannot tel! 
them today how much he wants 
equality for them.” 

Labor leaders hasten to note 
that the one candidate on the 
Likud ticket representing the 
Arab Druze sect was dropped 
after Likud made an alliance 
w-jto two right-wing parties, 
Tsomct and Gesher, and cut 
deals over seats. 

But it is Labor, not Likud, 
that stands to lose toe most in 
the Arab sector, since this vote 
traditionally has helped Labor. 

Hilou is doing her best to 
ensure it will again. The daugh¬ 
ter of a large Christian family 
from Jaffa with four girls of her 
own, Hilou. 42. moves through 
her hometown in a swirl of 
activity, shouting hellos left ai.d 
right with a reporter by her side 
and a German television crew 
trailing behind. 

She carries a briefcase in one 
hand and a cellular telephone in 
the other, answering questions 
in a jumble of Hebrew and Ara¬ 
bic. She was elccled No. 37 on 
Labor's list of parliamentary 
candidates in the party primar¬ 
ies, meaning she is virtually 
guaranteed one of toe Knesset’s 
120 scats. 

Hilou is trying to rally the 
440,000 eligible Arab voters 
with her use-your-head argu¬ 
ment, She tells constituents that 
to abstain from voting is to 


abdicate a civil right for which 
Arabs in Israel have fought 
hard. To cast a blank ballot is lo 
indirectly support Netanyahu, 
she says. And she stresses the 
distinction between the peace 
process and equality for Arabs 
in Israel. 

About 150,000 Arabs 
remained in Israel after the 
founding of the Jewish stale in 
1948. while most others fled or 
were forced out. Today the 
Arabs represent about 15 per¬ 
cent to 20 percent of toe popu¬ 
lation of Israel, and slightly less 
of the eligible voters. 

They have long been caught 
between Palestinians who dis¬ 
like their ties to the Jewish state 
and Jews who distrust their 
family tics to Israel’s old 
enemies. 

Many political activists 
argue that only peace can elimi¬ 
nate the perception of Arab 
Israelis as a fifth column in toe 
Isracli-Palestinian conflict 
Only with peace, they say. can 
Palestinians put aside the strug¬ 
gle of their brethren in the West 
Bank and Gaza and focus on 
their problems at linme. 

A.s director of Jaffa's Hirsch 
Center, which provides health, 
education and welfare services 
m Jewish and Arab children. 
Hilou is familiar with many of 
those problems. 

“Arah people in Israel have 
social problems, daily problems 
of education, housing, prob¬ 
lems with their children and 
with academic work and toe 
economy. In this field, l can try 
to help." she said. But. she 
added, toe government has to 
help too by taking steps to win 
back the Arab vole. ■ 


TV ads target the undecided {hnyi 
as Israel’s election nears un 


By Marjorie Miller 

LA Tuncs-Washm^lon Post 
News Service 


JERUSALEM—-Their names 
will not appear on the ballot, of 
course, but the opening televi¬ 
sion advertisements in the 
home stretch of Israel's 
national election campaign pit 
slain Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin against Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat. 

Or. as some Israelis have 
suggested, tears'ugainst fears. 

The governing Labor party 
used just enough footage of 
Rabin to recall the national out¬ 
pouring of love and sadness 
over his assassination lust year, 
but not so much that toe mar¬ 
tyred peacemaker overshadows 
his partner and successor. 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres. 

The message: Peres is con¬ 
tinuing the peace process toat 
Rabin began. You trusted us 
toon, trust us now. 

The opposition Likud party, 
on the other hand, showed 
Peres with his other partner in 
peace—Arafat, the man in 
fatigues and a checkered kaf- 
fiych whom most Ukud sup¬ 
porters still basically regard as 
a terrorist. 

"Peres and Arafat, a danger¬ 
ous combination for Israel." 
says the narrator over a picture 
of the two. 

Ukud candidate Benjamin 
Netanyahu, poised in a somber 
room that looks a lot like toe 
Oval Office, says. T know tom 
many of you live in rear—-fear 
of boarding □ bus. fear of send¬ 
ing the children to school. 
There is a sense that the next 
attack is on toe way. it’s only a 
matter of time” 

Under a peculiar Israeli law. 
pictures and voices of the can¬ 
didates may not be broadcast in 
the final three weeks before an 
election, except in paid ads. 
The ads. which begin the day 
news coverage stops, arc 
grouped together in a single, 
evening slot with allotted time 


for each of Israel's myriad 
political parties. And many 
Israelis actually sit down to 
watch them—about 30 percent 
to 40 percent of the country. 

For the first time. Israelis 
will cast two ballots in the 29 
May election, a direct vote for 
prime minister and another for 
the party they want to represent 
them in parliament. In toe 
prime minister race, polls show- 
toe only two candidates, Peres 
and Netanyahu, in almost a 
dead heat, with a small percent¬ 
age of voters still to make up 
their minds. 

There is basically only one 
issue in this election: Which of 
the two candidates for prime 
minister offers a better blue¬ 
print for making peace with 
security. Labor's slogan—"The 
nation is strong with Peres.” 
Likud's—"Making a secure 
peace" 

The TV ads arc aimed at toe 
150.000 or so undecided votes. 
Peres apparently believes most 
or those arc young people. His 
MTV-style spots show him sur¬ 
rounded by Israeli youths who 
arc singing, waving Hags, 
showering him with kisses. lis¬ 
tening intently, then applauding 
his vision nf peacemaking. 

"Wc used to be surrounded 
by five enemies. Wc have 
peace now with three. There 
arc two left. Syria and Leba¬ 
non, and wc will make peace 
with them. too. I believe that in 
toe next four years it is possible 
lo achieve comprehensive 
peace in toe Middle East.... We 
have a lot of work ahead of us. 
but I want you to enter the 21 st 
century prepared: Educated 
awl free of wars." Peres says in 
one segment. 

Netanyahu responds that toe 
great state of Israel has every¬ 
thing but true peace and secur¬ 
ity. “Mr Peres tried in his own 
way to hring peace. He 
entrusted our security in toe 
hands of Araiat and you have 
all seen the results—an unprec¬ 
edented deterioration in the per- 
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Netanyahu: A strong 
challenger 



Another ad for Likud, and iL* 
allies in the small Tzomci anc 
Gesher parties, shows the 
remains of a Hamas suicide bus 
bomhing with the words “nc 
peace." a car hit by Katyuslj 
rocket fire from Hezboliw 
guerrillas with the words "nc 
security" and underneath, "nc 
reason to vote for Peres." 

Netanyahu's ads show 8 
series of Israelis who say ihej 
voted for Rabin and Labor last 
time but arc disappointed and 
now will vote Likud. 

Labor responds with an ad 
showing Netanyahu as a Rus¬ 
sian toy—a “matrushka" doll— 
zig-zagging in his position on 
peace issues. Bitch lime he 
changes his mind, r hand takes 
out a smaller and smaller one of 
the stacking wooden figures 
until only a tiny Nclanyhau is 
left standing. Referring to the 
candidate by Uis diminutive 
nickname, the narrator says. 
“Israel is too big for you, B.B” 
The campaign has been rela¬ 
tively mild by Israeli Standards, 
uui political observers njjf 
there are more than two wce» 
to go. The ads will continue 
nightly and still could get 
down-and-dirty by election 
day. m 
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Lenin still exalted by 
many Russians 

Lenin’s legacy remains deeply rooted in the Communists’ agenda and statements, 

but in his party’s latest election program, Zyuganov does not mention Lenin’s name 
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By David Hof&nan 

■i-. -- - LA Times- Washington Post 
Newsservice 

MOSCOW— They wound their way 
through tbe granite tomb, down the long 
stars, past the watchful uniformed 
guards, into the high-ceiiinged vault. 
P around the glass sarcophagus where 
^Vlatfirair Ilyich Lenin lies embalmed, 
-f giK i then back up the stairs into the open 
^expanse of Red Square on a bright 
-spring day. 

Pausing with her small tour group 
outside the tomb, Larissa Zakharova 
could not say precisely what it meant to 
visit Lenin's Mausoleum, once a shrine, 
now. a symbol of a bygone -era, another 
tourist stop in the shadow of history. 

"We have been -brought up on 
Lenin’s ideas.” said Zakharova, a musi¬ 
cian, explaining why she brought her 
son Maxim, 10, on a school-holiday 
excursion to see the founder of the 
Soviet Union. “When I was a little girl, 
1 came here, and I want to keep up the 
tradition.” 

Yet Zakharova, in stylish coat and 
scarf, said she did not want to go back 
to the Soviet era. “One thing 1 didn't 
like,” she said firmly. “All the people 
had to think the same ideas. 1 want to be 
different.” 

Her comments reflect the ambiva¬ 
lence of many Russians toward both 
their troubled history and their uncertain 
future as the presidential campaign 
gains momentum. 

Front and center in this campaign are 
the renascent Communists. The Com¬ 
munist Party leader. Gennady Zyuga¬ 
nov, leads in opinion polls for president; 
the Communist faction is the largest in 
the'lower bouse of parliament, which 
recently cast a symbolic vote sponsored 
by Communists to reconstitute the 
Soviet Union. In many ways, the Rus¬ 
sian election campaign already hinges 
on a simple, polarized choice between 
the Communists and President Boris 
Yeltsin. 

But there are many signs that Russian 
voters, while they might bring Commu¬ 
nists back to power, are not interested in 
bringing communism back. They may 
yearn for the perceived tranquillity of 
the old days, for the remembered certi¬ 
tudes of daily Hfe, for subsidies, free 
health care and education, but for the 
. most part they are not demanding Resur¬ 
rection of the old ideology. 

If anything. Russians seem to fear a 
- return to the old system, and this fear is 
the major underlying-theme of Yeltsin’s 
campaign for re-election. “Russia will 
not survive another 1917.” he said 
recently. 



In fact, 
although - the 
Soviet Union 
and the ideology 
of a “bright 
future” under 
communism 
have collapsed, 
the old order has 
yet to be 
replaced by any¬ 
thing new. 

According to 
pollsters and 
sociologists, that 
has left many 
voters adrift, 
unsure of what 
the past meant, 
or the future 
holds. 

Like a noisy 

and bewildering 
bazaar, the Rus¬ 
sian political 
landscape is Ut¬ 
tered with com¬ 
peting ideolo¬ 
gies. Michael 
McFauI, a Stan¬ 
ford University 

professor, said recently that out of this 
confusion, last year’s election showed 
that Russia is beginning to coalesce 
around two broad, competing ideas— 
for reform and against it. How voters 
make this choice may well decide the 
election, and Russia’s future. 

Lenin's Mausoleum was once the 
pre-eminent Soviet shrine. According to 
the late historian Dmitri Volkogonov, 
after Lenin's death in 1924 the idea of 
mummifying his body came about 
because Joseph Stalin recognized the 
enormous symbolic value of keeping it 
on display. 

Volkogonov wrote in his critical 
1994 biography of Lenin that creating 
the tomb was “the first decisive step 
toward turning Lenin's ideas into a sec¬ 
ular religion.” 

The mausoleum was rehoused in 
granite in 1933. and millions of dollars 
were spent on preserving Lenin’s relics. 
His brain was carved into 3.963 sec¬ 
tions preserved in wax for study by a 
special laboratory of scientists who 
wanted to show that his mind was 
extraordinary. Millions of Soviet citi¬ 
zens and school children made the pil¬ 
grimage to his mausoleum. 

“An entire mechanism was put in 
place to manage Lenin’s embalmed 
body, which had become vitally neces¬ 
sary ... for its effect on the psychology 
of the masses.” Volkogonov said. “For 
tiie Bolsheviks, it was one means of per¬ 


sonifying the immortality of Lenin’s 
precepts, although on the eve of the 21 st 
century, rather than serving as a testi¬ 
mony of the man's greatness, it is 
instead a reminder of the depth of the 
country's historic failure." 

Yeltsin, a former Communist Patty 
regional boss who played a key role in 
destroying Lenin's state, at one point 
considered burying Lenin. But Lenin 
has had an exalted place in (he Russian 
consciousness; polls show him regarded 
as greater than ail tbe leaders of the 
Soviet Union and Russia who came 
after him. Yeltsin removed the goose¬ 
stepping guards in front of the tomb but 
has left Lenin on exhibiL 

Russians still line up to visit the 
tomb, although fewer than in earlier 
times. They no longer come out of awe. 
but because Lenin was a part of their 
history. 

“You can't take things away from 
history” Zakharova said. “I tell my chil¬ 
dren 1 was in the Young Communist 
League, the Komsomol. I was a Pioneer 
and went to children's Pioneer camps. 
We had a .happy childhood. You know, 
you see great things only • from a 
distance" ' 

“The mausoleum is a symbol of the 
lost order, of yearning for former times 
of stability,” said Vladimir Lapkin, dep¬ 
uty head of the analytical center at the 
Public Opinion Foundation. In surveys, 
he said, few Russians say they respect 


Lenin as a statesman, but a third of the 
population still thinks it wrong to criti¬ 
cize him. 

' "The modem times overthrew the old 
ideological convictions, without offer¬ 
ing anything new in return.” he sard. 

What people want. Lapkin said, is 
“no fundamental changes” in their lives, 
no further "destabilization” of society. 
“Our conclusion is that the dominating 
motif in people's sentiments in Russia 
now is striving for stability. There is a 
nostalgia, but it is a nostalgia for 
stability-" 

■in many studies, we've found that 
people feel they have nothing ideologi¬ 
cal in their lives," said Masha Volken- 
stein, president of Validata. a public 
opinion research firm. “They don’t 
know what society lives for. They feel 
there is a lack, an empty place. They are 
used to this feeling that society should 
live for some kind of goal, and society 
should have something to believe in. 
They have nothing" 

Even Zyuganov, sensing the mood, 
/ has ‘been trying to cast hfcr*w.lf as a 
”■ .social democrat and notionalist, rather 
than an orthodox Communist, which he 
was. Lenin’s legacy remains deeply 
rooted in the Communists’ agenda and 
statements, but in his party’s latest elec¬ 
tion program, Zyuganov does not men¬ 
tion Lenin's name. ■ 
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Censors ’ sword is mightier 
than Arab cartoonists’ pen 



By Sbyam Bhatia 

CARTOONIST BAHAA Al 
Boukhari still glances over his 
shoulder as he leaves home 
every morning to drive to his 
^Office at the Al Quds newspa- 
B'i*r : in Arab East Jerusalem. 
'Boukhari 52, a Palestinian, is 
tfaware that he overstepped the 
iinark when he dared to ridi¬ 
cule all-powerful Palestinian 
^police chief Brigadier Ghazi 
Flabbali. Jabbali, who reports 
'directly to Palestinian Presi- 
‘ Yasser Arafat, has 
f’teamed to 'respect* the influ- 
v- .ence of the media. He under¬ 
stands the power of the written 
word and, more recently, has 
also started to ‘appreciate’ the 
valne of political caooons. 


Yet Jabbali is himself a cari¬ 
cature of the paranoid Arab 
government official who can¬ 
not tolerate dissent and must 
punish those who dare to think 
independently. He so enjoys 
giving orders to his subordi¬ 
nates that he sometimes gets 
carried away and issues 
instructions to Palestinian 
journalists. 

Last year he banned the dis¬ 
tribution of Palestinian news¬ 
papers because they refused to 
publish his version of an oppo¬ 
sition rally in Gaza. Foreign 
news agencies had reported 
that 50,000 people attended 
the gathering organized by 
Hamas, the Islamic resistance 
movement Jabbali*s office 
telephoned Palestinian editors 


to tell them that the real figure 
was less than 5,000. 

When his numbers were 
ignored in favor of the agen¬ 
cies' estimates. Jabbali confis¬ 
cated tens of thousands of cop¬ 
ies of the offending 
newspapers. 

For three days no Palestin¬ 
ian editor dared to react. The 
only man to carry the flag of 
protest was Boukhari. His car¬ 
toon, published in Al Quds , the 
largest Palestinian newspaper, 
depicts a desk bound Jabbali 
as a raging tyrant, the title on 
his desk reads “Ruler by Order 
of God.” On a bookshelf 
behind him are a pair of scis¬ 
sors and handcuffs. 

When the cartoon was 
brought to Jabbali *s attention. 


he let it -be known that he 
would retaliate at a time of his 
choosing. "They said he was 
very upset and not to approach 
him." said Boukhari, "1 even 
heard he sent people to look 
for me. bui J don't care." 

Despite the bravado, 
Boukhari knows he is playing 
with fire. Cartoons have been 
part of the Arab political land¬ 
scape for decades, but the 
absence of democracy in the 
Arab world means that those 
who practice their an must 
walk a tightrope. Some lose 
their balance and have paid 
with their lives. The most 
renowned victim was London- 
based Palestinian cartoonist 
Naji Ali, believed to have been 
kill’rtoon was the brutality of 
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the Israeli occupation and the 
daily sufferings of the 
Palestinians. 

When Israeli jets bombed 
Lebanon during Operation 
Grapes of Wrath. Arab car¬ 
toonists fired back with anti- 
Semitic salvoes. Long-nosed 
Jewish characters were 
depicted as bloodthirsty 
human vampires trampling on 
the bodies of innocent chil¬ 
dren. At the same time the 
cartoonists poured scorn on 
the inability of their fellow 
Arabs to come to the rescue of 
thousands of innocent Leba¬ 
nese civilians. 

Hundreds of Palestinian car¬ 
toons never saw the fight of 
day after the Israeli censor 
banned them ’for security rea¬ 
sons'. Boukhari claims that at 
least 20 per cent of his crea¬ 
tions are still rejected. 

For 16 years the American 
trained Boukhari's cartoons 
appeared in leading Kuwaiti 
newspapers. Bur his relations 
with Kuwait's fabulously 
wealthy oil sheikhs deterio¬ 
rated when he began targeting 
Egypt's President Anwar 
Sadat. “When they asked me 
to stop drawing SadaL 1 
created a new character. Abu 
Arab, and put him in Arab 
dress. He could be any Arab 
leader." 

Many Arab cartoonists have 
been forced to leave their 
countries and work from exile 
in the West. London and Paris 
are favorite alternatives to 
Beirut, Damascus, Baghdad 
and other Arab capitals. 

“Cartoonists are oppressed 
in the Arab world." explains 
the celebrated Lebanese car¬ 
toonist, Mahmoud Kahil. 
“Some limes we have to be 
ambiguous to avoid the cen¬ 
sorship and other dangers. No 
one deserves to die because of 
a cartoon or an article. What 
happened to the late Naji Ali 
was a catastrophe for liberty 
and Arab cartoonists." IK 


Just one of the many satiric cartoons of Boukhari on the new Palestinian political system 


India’s Congress 
Party pledges anti¬ 
nationalist coalition 


By John-Thor Dahlbarg 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 

NEW DELHI, India—Caretaker Prime 
Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao reasserted 
his leadership last Sunday as his Congress 
(I) Party, rocked by election defeat, 
pledged to join with other nonreligious 
parties in an effort to bar Hindu national¬ 
ists from forming India's next govern¬ 
ment. 

“All our forces would be guided by one 
principle ... that is to keep communal forc¬ 
es out of power," said External Affairs 
Minister Pranab Mukherjee. a powerful 
Congress leader and Rao ally. 

In the evening. Congress members from 
both chambers of India's legislature 
thumped their desks as they unanimously 
re-elected the 74-year-old Rao their leader 
in Parliament. 

It .was an ostentatious display of unity 
by a political machine that had just suf¬ 
fered its worst-ever defeat in national elec¬ 
tions after leading India for a total of more 
than 44 years. 

Some party members have blamed 
Rao ’5 brand of leadership—a mixture of 
blandness and skillful, behind-the-scenes 
intrigue—for the debacle. But at a meeting 
earlier last Sunday of the powerful Con¬ 
gress Working Committee, party officials 
said, there were no objections raised to 
Rao continuing as party president. 

The issue, however, may rebound later 
this week. The committee have met again 
last Wednesday and the possibility of sep¬ 
arating the premiership and the party pres¬ 
idency did arise. 

The United News of India said Rao 
agreed at the committee’s closed-door 
meeting to let the issue—tantamount to a 
reduction in his power —be discussed and 
that his assent softened the opposition of 


some committee members to his re-election 
as party president. 

In a statement, the committee accepted 
the verdict of the voters "with humility” 
but said a government including the Hindu 
nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party, the 
biggest winner in the national parliamen¬ 
tary elections, would be “a threat to the 
secular foundations of the Indian Repub¬ 
lic." 

Mukheijee said Congress leaders have 
not yet decided.whether to join with the 
National Front-Left Front—a loose coali¬ 
tion of secular, leftist and Communist par¬ 
ties—in trying 10 form a non-BJP govern¬ 
ment or merely to support the other parties 
during votes in Parliament. “The option is 
open," Mukherjee said. 

With almost all the ballots counted in the 
national vote, the arithmetic shifted to 
make Congress support indispensable if the 
National Front-Left Front is to come to 
power. The BJP and its allies had collected 
181 seats in the 545-member Parliamen 

BJP gains in Bihar state helped cut the 
National Front-Left Front total to 108, few¬ 
er than originally projected. Congress has 
won 137 seats. 

The National Front-Left Front, hostile to 
the Congress party during the election cam¬ 
paign. quickly toned down its rhetoric in 
the face of the BJP’s triumph. As recently 
as last Friday, its leaders demanded that 
Rao be replaced as Congress president as a 
precondition to forming an anti-BJP alli¬ 
ance. but many were moving away from 
that demand over the weekend. 

Rao resigned last Friday after serving as 
prime minister for nearly five years, a peri¬ 
od during which he shifted gears in the In¬ 
dian economy and implemented many mar¬ 
ket-driven reforms. President Shankar 
Dayal Sharma asked Rao to stay on as care¬ 
taker until a new government can be 
formed. ■ 
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Running for 
charity 


• The British Embassy 
Runners wearing “It's mad 
not to eat beef* T-shirts ran 
in the Dead Sea Ultra 
Marathon. Sponsored by the 
Forte Grand Amman, sales of 
the special edition T-shirt 
were donated to the Society 
for Care of Neurological 
Patients 
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Picasso in Jordan 


Intermarkets wins 
Golden Sword Award 


by Eyad Amman 

Special to the Star 


U nder the patronage of Their 
Majesties Queen Noor and 
Qneen Sofia, an exhibition 
titled “From Picasso To Our 
Present Days" was opened on Monday. 13 
May at Daral Al-Funun. The exhibition 
presents works from the collection of 
Museo del Grabado Espanol Contem- 
poraneo-Marbella in Spain. 

On display are works by great artists 
like Pablo Picasso, Joan Miro and Salva¬ 
dor Dali. All the works displayed are print 
works mostly from lithographs. The exhi¬ 
bition shows’the importance of the printing 
works in contemporary art ’Hus method 
was considered secondary at the beginning 
of the century. 

Picasso is considered one of the pillars 
of modem art. He experimented with 
almost all forms of art as he went from one 
kind to another. He kept producing new 
forms as well as trying to work with every¬ 
body else’s ideas. 

Dali is considered the master of Surreal¬ 
ism. although Rene Magritte was also one 
of those who produced a lot of striking 
images. Yet what distinguishes Dali from 





♦ 




Al Nimer: A Four Piece Construction 


Magritte is that the former's images are 
wholly surrealistic while the latter would 
introduce a spin on tbe reality in a wholly 
realistic scene. 

Miro is a master of a certain abstract 
approach where symbols and marks are not 
there for any necessary meaning as much 
as they are for the composition of the 
plates. 

The rest of the works are by no means 
less striking. A lithograph by Jose Cabal¬ 
lero is an icon of contemporary Spanish 
abstractionism and symbolism. 

The exhibition is on till 6 June. A series 
of films on the major artists whose works 
appear started on Tuesday, 14 May and 
will last till 30 May. A seminar on Spanish 
art and artists will be held on Monday. 20 
May and a musical evening of Spanish 
music will be held on Tuesday, 28 May. 

On Wednesday, 8 May, an exhibition of 
recent works by the Egyptian artist Ayyad 
Al Nimir was opened at Darat Al Funun. 
On display are abstract works made in Jor¬ 
dan in 1996 while the artist was visiting. 
He lives in California. 

The Star talked to the AL Nimir asking 
him about tbe shift from his earlier works 
in figurative art to the current abstract art. 
“Abstract is a way of thinking," he 
answered. “My first 

§ works in abstract were 
either color intensive or 
in Black and White. I 
don't think there’s only 
one way to define 
myself. I like to define 
new solutions." The artist 
believes that a painting 
cannot be compromised 
for the' sake of composi¬ 
tion alone. He prefers to 
use the colors in any way 
he sees it fit “just in order 
to shock the viewer.” 

Al Nimir is very bold 
with his use of colors. He 
also likes to divide his 
paintings with stripes, 
either of color or of a dif¬ 
ferent media making the 
painting more like a col¬ 
lage. *1 like to strengthen 



Cabellero: Retrato de Federico Gar¬ 
cia Lorca 


the colors sometimes, and when I draw 
objects or divide things with lines. I feel 
like I’m importing objects from nature.” 
He also refrains from mixing colors. 
“Other artists used to tell me ‘why don't 
you mix colors, can’t you?' And I would 
say, 'using pure colors is like confronting 
reality with an abstract emotion. The col¬ 
ors are pure and real but their display is 
not.” Al Nimir's exhibitions lasts till 12 
June. 

On Sunday, 12 May, an exhibition of 
the Egyptian artist Bahjat was opened at 
Rewaq Ai-Balqa. The works on display are 
children's illustrations and collages in a 
series titled Towards an After Tomorrow 
(Children’s Rights Protocol). 

T he i llustrations were sold to the 
UNICEF through their offices in Lebanon. 
"I didn’t want to print them and sell them." 
Bahjat told The Star. "They would have 
ended up with the wrong people. The illus¬ 
trations are targeted to those who cannot 
afford buying prints.” The works are very 
pleasant and some are funny. They are 
made for children but are very interesting 
for adults too. The exhibition lasts till Sun¬ 
day. 19 May. ■ 


O n March 26 at the advertising industry's premier night 
organized by Saudi Research & Publishing Company. 
Imcrmarkets Advertising bagged the Golden Sword 
Award for 1995, for the National Commercial Bank print adver¬ 
tisement Intcrmurkeis also won the Silver Sword Award for the 
same entry, which was judged the best creative advertisement for 
the Financial institutions and General Services category. 

The ceremony was led by distinguished members of the Saudi 
and international business community and attended by clients and 
advertising agencies. 

The award ceremony was followed by a dinner given in the 
Jeddah Chamber of Commerce building. 

IntcrmarkcLs has grown to become highly respected by their 
clients throughout the Middle East for their forwanl thinking poli¬ 
cies that have helped to develop their businesses and the commu¬ 
nications industry in every country where they have established 
offices. 

Intermarkcts corporate policy of only employing the finest 
communications experts has ensured that every office in the 
group remains at the cutting edge of the advertising industry— 
and they have the swords to prove it! ■ % 


Blonde for the woman 
of today 


1% /JedicaJ " 
w I Supplies 
▼ -“Bureau 
(MSB) intro¬ 
duced Blonde, 
the perfume 
from Gianni 
Versace in a re¬ 
ception held last 
Monday at the 
Amman Marriott 
Hotel. K was at¬ 
tended by mem¬ 
bers of perfume 
companies, pharmacies, cos¬ 
metic shops and journalists. 

Mr Taher Al Huhud, man¬ 
aging director of the MSB 
spoke at the reception. Mr Fi¬ 
lippo Evangelista, export area 
manager representative for the 
Italian Gianni Vcrsacc said 

“Versace's Blonde is a unique 
and incomparable perfume. It 
is a vibrant fragrance of 
highly concentrated aroma Jf- 
of roses." ifi 

Versace's Blonde is Ss 

accompanied by top 
floral notes, light of u 
green violets, ele- Jp 
gam ncroli. and f 
only natural ingre- ||_ 
dients. % 

The heart is ^ 


National Music Conservatory 


A musical extravaganza 


by Eyad Amman 

Special to the Star 


T his piece comes to 
express the deep feelings 
we hate for the people of 
the Middle East, said Dr Clyn 
Barus. the conductor of the vis¬ 
iting Brigham Young Cham¬ 
ber Orchestra which performed 
on Sunday . 12 May. giving one 
of the most mercurial events this 


year. 

Dr Barus was referring to 
Adagio for Strings, a piece writ¬ 
ten by the American composer 
Samuel Barber. The orchestra 
performed six pieces, four of 
which arc from the European 
heritage of classical music and 
two American modem 


compositions. 

The 45 members which are on 
tour now visiting the West Bank, 
Israel. Jordan and Egypt played 
six pieces and returned for a sev¬ 
enth after the audience continued 
applauding and 1 refused to leave 
the main hall at the Royal Cultu¬ 
ral Center. 

Brigham Young's conductor 
was performing without a score 
throughout the concert except 
for one- piece. His reliance on 


percussive instruments is little as 
only piece had any noticeable 
drumming. He also depends on 
his viola’s for base more than 
other conductors we have seen in 
Jordan since he had only one 
double base. The orchestra 
started moderately in the first 
half of the concert but picked up 
greatly in the second half till one 
could fed that the orchestra was 
about to explode with energy. 

The orchestra started with 
Mozart’s Overture to The Magic 
Flute which is one of the com¬ 
poser's later works and expresses 
the "level of beauty he reached 
with his compositions." as Dr 
Barns explained. The second 
piece was by the American 
Aaron Copland titled Appala¬ 
chian Spring. The piece was 
originally written for the Martha 
Group Ballet in New York and 
was written to “depict the early 
history of America. It speaks of 
two things: man's nature with 
soil and earth and man's relation¬ 
ship with the giving source 
drove." 

A Tzigane, written by the 
French composer Maurice 
Ravel for Violin and Orchestra, 
was performed to give a taste of 


the Gypsy music of southeast 
Europe of that era where players 
"used to sit by the fire and play 
solos all through the night" The 
piece had a some Middle Eastern 
appeal to it since it's very com¬ 
mon in the Arab world for musi¬ 
cians to play and sing to a single 
instrument at family and national 
events. 

The Orchestra then played 
Samuel Barber's Adagio for 
Strings. Four pieces from the 
Spanish composer Manuel de 
Falla's The Three Conmered 
Hat were played to show the 
“Middle Eastern influence on 
European music during the reign 
of Arabs in Andalusia. This 
effect gives the music energy and 
force." Johann’s Strauss' 
Emperor Waltz was played "to 


capture the spirit of the musical 
capital of Vienna." The cncfire 
piece was Pizzicato Polka, writ¬ 
ten by the some composer. 

Presented by the National 
Music Conservatory, the concert 
is only one event of many musi¬ 
cal displays this month. On Sat¬ 
urday. 11 May, the Maoderiing 
String Quartet and Nora Nig¬ 
gling performed al the RCC. 
And under the patronage of HM 
Queen Noor AJ-Hussein. a 
musical concert cm Children's 
Rights was opened on Monday. 
13 May. and lasts till Thursday. 
13 May. On Wednesday. 22 
May. and under the patronage of 
HRH Princess Ghida will be 
performing a piano redtal. ■ 







• The .European Union and the Delegation of the Euro¬ 
pean Commission are organizing the 8th European Film 
Festival, winch will be raising funds for the “Centre for 
Special Education” of the Young Mustim Women's Asso¬ 
ciation. Tbe festival begins on Sunday, 19 May and fends 
on Wednesday, 29 May, bringing to tbe Jordanian public 
nine films from nine different European countries and a 
documentary. Screenings will be at Prince Hnaan Audi¬ 
torium in the University- of Jordan. 


Jasmine JZ GIANNI VERSACE K3E 


with the fresh¬ 
ness of daffodils. 


orange flowers. 

On the base, warm accents 
envelopes and enriches the per¬ 
fume. 

“Blonde is no I in the US 
and also in the Gulf." Mr Evan- 
gelcsla told The Star. “Mr Hu¬ 
hud is distributing it for us in 
an excellent way in Jordan, wc 
make a good match.” he added. 

Versace’s Blonde perfume 
k is inspired by a real woman. 
R one who loves life, her fami- 
| ly and work, a perfume 
**-v which contains the en- 

) crgy of the new mil¬ 
lennium. the pleasure 
of living in harmony 
and of being attrac¬ 
tive, strong and dy- 
— namic. Blonde is 

:pC AJ'C intense, highly 
-IvonLL feminine, and a 


ITOUMI 


classy perfume 
for the woman of today.! 


Amman Theater Company 
establishes hold on culture scene 


j Turino enjoyed a busy and very successful time / 
i through the holidays. Our great new menu at Turino j 
Restaurant has proved extremely popular and by ; 

>. word of mouth we have welcomed many new friends/ 


■- * to Turino. In TacL, a real internatipodl feeling has* 
•/ been created with Japanese, Australian, Italian, South ; 


T he Amman Theater Company, a 
unique musical theatre group com¬ 
prising mostly expatriates from 


English speaking countries, has firmly 
regained its position in the Amman's 
cultural scene after several years of 
absence. 

The company was first established in 
1984. the director. Kay Mnkhar, said.. 
Up till 1991, it was called the Royal 
Theater Company because it was affili¬ 
ated to the Royal Cultural Center. Muk- 
har explained that the company died 
out as a result of the Gulf War, but it is 
now being revived. 

It currently has over 40 members. - 
mostly from the United States, Canada 
and Britain. There is also a number of 
Jordanian members and a Lebanese. 

She explained that the aim of the 
group is “not only just to have a wonder¬ 
ful time of performance on stage," but io 


provide an entertaining evening for 
audiences and to raise money for 
charity. 

The musical director of the group, 
Michelle Reynolds told The Star. “We 
hope we can re-establish the theater 
company and produce plays year after 
year." 

Between 1984 and 1991, the group 
produced eight different musical 
productions. 

Mukhar, explained that their produc¬ 
tions ore intended for a wide spectrum 
of people, since one doesn’t need to 
understand all the language of a musical 
play to find it interesting, 

The group's latest production entitled 
“Once Upon a Mattress" is to be pre¬ 
formed on 21. 22 and 23 May at 7.30 
pm, at the Amman Baccalaureate School 
Auditorium. 

The play adopted from a famous 


fairy tale, is about a queen trying to find a 
true princess for her son. Several prin¬ 
cesses are brought to the palace, and each 
is asked to sleep on mattresses. One of the 
mattresses has a pea hidden inside. 

The pea is a source of irritation and any 
princess who is unable to sleep because 
of this would reveal her true royal blood 
and marry the prince. 

The play, a parody peppered with 
humor and ludicrous scenes, include 
music and dancing, says Ms Reynolds. 

“Once Upon a Mattress” is choreo¬ 
graphed by Debra Fowler, and promises 
to be one of many to come. 

What is distinctive about the theater 
company is that it produces plays both in 
Arabic and English. In the 1 980’s for 
example they have produced a number or 
musicals in Arabic. This has proved no 
problem despite (he fact that most mem¬ 
bers of the group arc foreigners. ■ 


AMcai^md Indian guests dining with us along with 
some local well-known personalities. 

There has been a fantastic response to our 3 special ■ 
line menus attracting many people some of whom 
have come hack specifically to sample the ritfs 'iarte 
menu. V'-'' j 

The walls of ouf newest outlet Cheers Upstairs, have ] 
been nsaii^ with the beat of an extrcmcjy. takiHed 
DJ who has been providing regular pojj' i dance ; 
music to the delight of the late evening crowd. 

The holiday season broughlYmtmy families and; 
couples to Cheers Upstairs where they enjoyed the f 
same famous CTtfo^'mcnu as Our downstairs Elite) 
Cafe bat In a slightly softer atmosphere. We hope that I 
many of them will make Cheers Upstairs their- 
favourite venue for a familyJuncb or dinner. 

■s i -?S 

FOR THE VISITOR TO JORDAN. TUR1NGK 
RESTAURANT IS TUCKED AROUND THE‘MAIN • 
SQUARE OF SWEIFIYEH ON THE SOUTHERN ' 
SIDE OF 6TH CIRCLE. 


Try Turino. Do call. It really is worth it. 


Turino AU Suites Hotel, Sweifiyeh, 6th Circle, Amman 
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— 816690 Fax: 863051 
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Tlfli FAR SIDE 


By GABY LARSON 



“We don't know exactly who he is, Captain 
a disgruntled worker, we figure.” 
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The Samson family at home 
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Go back to sleep, Chuck. You're just havin’ a 
nightmare — of course, we are still In hell." 


Exhibitions 

■ An exhibition entitled 
From Picasso to our Present 
Days from the collection of 
Museo del Grabado Espanol 
Contemporanco-Marbclia at 

Darat al Funun, continues 
til 6 June. 

■ French Book Exhibition, 
at The French Cultural 
Center, opening on Sunday 
19 May till 22 May 

■I An exhibition entitled 
Chrislophc besse, at The 
French Cultural Center, 
opening on Sunday 19 May 
till 27 June 


■ The recent works of the 
artist Ayyad al Nimer al 
Darat al Funun, continues 
til 12 June. 


Rims 

® loan Miro, at Darat al 
Fun on, Thursday 16 MAy 

at 6:00 pm. 

■ Antonion Soura. at Darat 
al Funun, Thuesday 21 
MAy at 6:00 pm, 

■ Ma saison preferee , at 
The French Cultural Cen¬ 
ter, Wednesday 22 May at 
8 pm. 
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Ancient scourges get a taste 
of their own medicine 


Behind the headlines about AIDS and the Ebola 
virus is a less heralded story. Three of history’s 
great killers and maimers—smallpox, leprosy and 
polio—are on death row. By the middle of the 
next century, there will probably be no new cases 
of these diseases. Is this the start of a new chapter 
in medical science, or simply a footnote? 


By Crocker Snow ; Jr. 

I t’s been the sound of one hand 
clapping. It should be the sound 
of three billion hands. 

Amplifying this classical Zen cat¬ 
echism is a good wav to recognize 
the eradication of smallpox. It will 
be the first complete elimination of a 
natural disease in human history, ac¬ 
cording to medical historians. Ac¬ 
complished largely by the United Na¬ 
tion’s Woiid Health Organization in 
little more than a dozen years, the 
eradication of this disease represents 
a victory for science, for rationality, 
for Gommunalism on a global scale. It 
is a grand accomplishment for the 
global village. 

As recently as 1965, the WHO 
recorded more than 10 million people 
afflicted with smallpox, which for 
many caused blindness, disfigure¬ 
ment or death. More than two million. 
deaths were being recorded annually . 
Some 31 countries harbored the dis¬ 
ease, compelling the international 
traveler to carry the tell-tale yellow 
card with proof of vaccination. I still 
have mine. 

So what happened? 

When English scientist Edward 
Jenner inoculated 8 -year-old James 
Phipps with cowpox two centuries 
ago, thereby protecting him from 
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smallpox, the door began to dose on 
this ancient scourge. But it took near¬ 
ly two centuries for the world to sum¬ 
mon up the collective will to slam that 
door. In 1966, the international com¬ 
munity, led by member delegates at 
WHO, reached agreement that eradi¬ 
cation of smallpox was possible—a 

positive pox on .— 

everyone’s 
house—and 
should be 
achieved. The 
stark and simple 
goal was set 

The decision to 
execute smallpox 
'was one of the few 
things that didn’t touch, and appar¬ 
ently wasn’t affected by, the Cold War. 
Like US President John Kennedy’s 
national decision in 1961 to land a 
man on the moon, the line was drawn 
with politically indelible ink- Interna¬ 
tional political wSL, utilizing estab¬ 
lished medical and communications 
technology, was focused- The vacci¬ 
nation program was launched and 
highly publicized in the 31 countries, 
ranging from India to Indonesia, 
where the disease was still rampant 
By the late 1970s victory was in 
sight, and on May 8,1980, the World 
Health Assembly certified the eradi¬ 



cation of smallpox. By 1993, a gather¬ 
ing of scientists proposed the elimina¬ 
tion of the laboratory stocks of the 
smallpox virus, thereby stamping out 
the last embers that could rekindle 
the killer disease. 

The execution itself^ however, has 
been delayed sever¬ 
al times. Initially 
WHO officials 
were concerned 
that insufficient 
cross-cultural sci¬ 
entific attention 
had been focused 
on the ramifica¬ 
tions of destroying 
the last viruses. Governments ranging 
from Australia to France objected on 
various grounds. 

The debate, insofar as there has 
been one, has been languid. Oppo¬ 
nents of destroying the virus, includ¬ 
ing some eminents in the scientific 
community, say there still may be hid¬ 
den cases in cadavers or unknown 
repositories, that it’s anti-science to 
fully eradicate anything from nature 
and you just never know. 

Proponents of destroying the lab 
virus say that it will eliminate any pos¬ 
sibility of terrorists hijacking the re¬ 
maining two supplies at the Centers 


for Disease Control 
in Atlanta and the 
Research Center for 
Virology and Biotech¬ 
nology in Koltsovo, 
Novosobirsk. With the 
virus goes the possibili¬ 
ty of it being used for biological 
warfare. The virus has been fully 
studied, they say, for all its scientific 
worth, vaccines have 
been stockpiled and 
there is, in short, no 
earthly reason not to get 
nd of it. 

The sarin gas attack engineered in 
the Tokyo subway system a year agp 
by the Aum Shinrikyo cult has given 
strength to the fear of terrorism 
forces. A last laboratory study by At¬ 
lanta scientists of smallpox virus 
properties has been undertaken, 
500,000 vaccines have been stored 
against any future eventuality, and the 
final confirming vote for eradication 
by the WHO’s governing board was 
scheduled for this month in Geneva. 
Impulses against pulling the plug still 
exist. But a unanimous “yes’’vote is 
expected; that will mean that the last 
viruses will be fried simultaneously at 
temperatures of350 degrees Fahren¬ 
heit in vacuum chambers in Atlanta 
and Koltsovo in June1999, six 
months before the dawn of the 21 st 
century. 

In one way, this is the story of this 
century. It’s bigger than the 
Olympics or Mao’s Long March. It’s 
bigger than the atomic clouds over 
Hiroshima or Nagasaki. But you 
wouldn’t know it from the public 
press or the posturing by political 
personalities. As a story, the eradica¬ 
tion of smallpox has been displayed 
on the obit page. Appropriate to the 


The snuffing out of smallpox is 
practically, physically and even spiri¬ 
tually a triumph for mankind work¬ 
ing together towards a common goal. 
It comes at a time when the HIV 
virus continues to af¬ 
flict young people and 
baffle science through¬ 
out the world, when the 
connection between Britain’s sorry 
mad cows and the human neurologi- 
.cal poisoning known as Creutzfeldt- 
Jakob Disease is exploding onto the 
media’s radar screen. It comes when 
efforts to achieve full eradication of 
ABC (atomic, biological or chemi¬ 
cal) weapons are languishing, when 
science is still seen as Star Wars dan¬ 
gerous and when the UN is dis¬ 
missed as wasteful and inept. 


The end of what was considered 
one of the world’s foremost diseases 
only 50 years ago is a counter-intu¬ 
itive triumph for mankind. It deserves 
more than one hand clapping. (ID 


Crocker Snow Jr. is editor-in- 
chief of The WorldPaper. 


A destroyer of chiMhood dies hard 

For a generation of 
Australians, polio 
has two lives 


Venezuelans find little time to celebrate the eradication of smallpox 

Trading one set of ills for another 


By Anna Patty 

s Australia draws near to offi¬ 
cially declaring the eradication 
of polio, nearly half of the coun¬ 
try’s 40,000 victims are getting 
Ian unwelcome reminder 
Lof the disease that crip¬ 
pled their youth. 

Polio epidemics swept the 
world during the 1950s and 


Asia-Pacific region in the drive to 
eradicate the disease. Having declared 
smallpox eradicated in 1980, the 
World Health Organization (WHO) 
expects to sound the death knell for 
the polio virus by 2000 . 

Since WHO launched itsr-j 
nujjjyry initiative, the number of re¬ 
al UntI ported cases worldwide has- 
— fvjjgjj fi. om 35,255 in 1988 to 1 '].* 


REPORTING 

FROM 


By NSstor Rojas 

H idden away in his office cubicle, 
a veteran epidemiologist reads 
the numbers on the latest REP0 [cnNC 
disease reports from from 
around Venezuela. He 
soon realizes that the red 
marker-in hand-—used for 


eases as smallpox, polio and yellow 
fever, ground has been lost in other ar¬ 
eas, notably in efforts against tubercu¬ 
losis, malaria^ encephalitis and 
dengue fever. 

“It’s one step forward, one 
step back,” said Josfi Avilin 
and 


flagging worrisome statistics or new 
outbreaks of disease—is getting more 
use than expected. 

Although Venezuela, like most na¬ 
tions, has eradicated such feared dis- 


Rovira, statistician and epi¬ 
demiologist at the Central University of 
Venezuela. Some experts put the blame, 
at least partially, on deteriorating eco¬ 
nomic and social conditions in this oil- 
rich nation of 22 million people. 


AvilSn Rovira did a comparative 
study of contagious diseases over the 
last decade and concluded that none 
of Venezuela’s 22 states had 
achieved an acceptable level of dis¬ 
ease control. “Despite our efforts, 
measles and whooping cough are 
still causing fatalities among chil¬ 
dren,” he noted. 

The biggest problem this past year 
was a combined epidemic of dengue 
fever and encephalitis near the city of 
Maracaibo in the country’s main oil- 



James W. Rouse 1914-1996 


James W. Rouse, one of four founding shareholders of World Times and The 
WorldPaper in 1978, passed away last month at age 81 in his hometown of Colum- 

Dedicated to enriching and enlivening city-life, he was, at his death, perhaps die 
world’s leading urban renewal evangelist He practiced what he preached as the 
highly successful entrepreneurial developer of the first shopping malls, of multi¬ 
purpose festival marketplaces (Quincy Market in Boston, South Street Seaport in 
New York, the Harborplace in Baltimore) and the planned community of Colum¬ 
bia, Maryland. Established in 1967, as an antidote to unplanned suburban sprawl, 

Columbia today counts a mixed population of82,000. 

(JL aid development vision, he was the subject of a 

f ° r r of TTi, iex i^provi.g 

Rouse was an P ,, , issues As WorldPaper shareholders and members of the executive com- 

mutee,Jim and r&xy ^ countries. Rouse’s international sensitivities attracted overseas 

SAm^rf^TgnmenJ.u countries a, varied as japan, the Czech RepubBc,Northem Ireland and Ausmha. 
A, Xrf!iTwwWr enterprise, Jim Rouse’s consmently postuve mfluer.ee is Ins enduing legacy. 


producing region. 

An estimated 20,000 cases of 
dengue and another 20,000 of en¬ 
cephalitis left at least 15 people 
dead, possibly many more. Authori¬ 
ties estimated that perhaps 70 mem¬ 
bers of the Guajira indigenous tribe 
had died, but said they were uncer¬ 
tain because Guajira leaders don’t 
provide statistics. 

The epidemic shook the founda¬ 
tions of the public health system and 
provoked Congress to fire the health 
minister—something that hadn’t hap¬ 
pened in 38 years of 
democratic govern¬ 
ment in Venezuela. 

Health officials were 
blamed for not main¬ 
taining an effective 
vaccination program 
against equine en¬ 
cephalitis, which af¬ 
fects horses and don¬ 
keys and is spread by 
mosquitoes who carry 
the virus from animals 
to humans. 

Dengue fever is 


1960s. Amid widespread uncertainty 
about how the disease was spread, 
children were forbidden to use swim¬ 
ming pools, schools were closed and 
crowds avoided. 

Symptoms of the disease were de¬ 
ceptively mild at the onset, with a 
slight fever and diarrhea. But for 
many, this progressed into a stiff neck 
and muscle aches, with 20 percent of 
the victims experiencing some form of 
paralysis. The worst afflicted were 
placed in iron lungs to keep them 
breathing. 

Ken Masom, 62, was 19 when he 
contracted poliomyelitis, also known as 
infantile paralysis. The virus paralyzed 
his legs,but eventually he recovered full 
use of them, 
recent 
how¬ 
ever, Masom 
has been 
forced to use 
an electric 
wheelchair 
as the mus¬ 
cles in his 
legs again at¬ 
rophied. As 
many as 
20,000 Aus¬ 
tralians are 



also spread by mos- PoliomyeNtls-tiopefully, It will be the having simi- 
quitoes, and there World Health Organization’s next victim lar relapses, a 
were accusations that 


authorides had gone lax in efforts to 
control breeding of the insects. The 
fired minister denied there had been 
negligence on the part of public 
health authorities, implying that the 
epidemics were sudden and unfore¬ 
seen. 

HemAn Malaga, a Peruvian who 
heads the Caracas office of the Pan- 
American Health Organization, dis¬ 
agreed. “Up through the 1980s, 
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— condition 
now known as post-polio syndrome. 

As Australians like Masom battle 
polio’s effects for a second time, there 
is little remaining evidence of the virus 
that struck them down and afflicted 39 
of every 100,000 Australians at its 
peak in 1938. Vaccines developed by 
Dr. Jonas Salk and Dr. Albert Sabin 
eventually halted the epidemics after 
widespread immunization was intro¬ 
duced in 1958. 

Today, Australia is leading the 


6,421 in 1994. During that time, the ~ 
Americas were declared polio-free^.n 
and the WHO estimates US$3 billionTjo 
a year is being saved in health costs ' 0 
and lost productivity. 

Australia’s last case of polio from a; 
“wild” virus was reported in I978.*v 
Since then, there have been two cases-J- 
stemming from the treated virus used*, 
in vaccines. Last year, an unvaccina t- .1 
ed 22 -year-old woman from the north- 1 -- 
ern state of Queensland contracted - 1 ' 1 
polio from her child. It is thought she , 
became infected while changing her L . 
chfid’s diaper. 

According to doctors, the treated^- 
virus used in vaccines becomes morel; 
aggressive as it passes through the di-_-i 
gestive tract. There is one chance in 3 
million that the person being vacci-'’ 
nated will get polio, and one chance in -j 
2 million that somebody coming in 
close contact with a recently vaccinat¬ 
ed child will get the disease. ~r 

WHO officials met in Canberra last [ 
month to finalize the criteria Australia ; 
must satisfy in order to be declared i 
polio-free. This includes documents- j 
tion proving that there have been no ; 
cases of “wild” polio for three years, * 
and evidence of-comprehensive sur- 3 
veillance to ensure no case of the dis- \ 
ease goes undetected. ; 

The two main obstacles to eradica- : 
tion are Australia’s casual approach to .< 
vaccination and the presence of the dis- ] 
ease in other countries of the Western • 
Pacific region. Australia stfil has one of: 
the worst childhood vaccination rates in • 
the world, with only 53 percent of chil- '< 
dren fully immunized by the age of 6 . : 

Polio is on the wane in neighboring ; 
countries, and 14 of the 15 wild cases > 
reported last year came from the l 
Mekong Delta region of Cambodia : 
and Vietnam. That the virus is now ; 
confined to this region is due, in part, \ 
►TWO LIVES PAGE 2 1 
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DISEASES ON DEATH ROW 


Study stands in the way of elimination 


Research may 


be leprosy’s 
best friend 


By RachelU H. B. Fishman 

L eprosy zs not what it appears to 
be—or at least it wasn't. Biblical 
descriptions of the disease appar¬ 
ently included a wide variety of 
skin afflictions in addition to actu¬ 
al leprosy, a chronic inflammatory 
disease caused by the bacillus My¬ 
cobacterium leprae. 

Today, leprosy as a public health 
problem is well on the way to being 
controlled. The disease, however, re¬ 
mains not only the subject of misun¬ 
derstanding, but at times of mishan¬ 
dling, according to some scientists. 

Contrary to myth, 
leprosy is only mildly 

contagious, and only in- KITnM I0DAI1 
directly does it some- Efillll uHUiILwI, wIUILL 
times lead to the limb de- ~~ 


REPORTING 


FROM 


because the medical community un¬ 
derstands our meaning and the lay 
public is not falsely alarmed.’' she 
added. The bacillus that causes the dis¬ 
ease was discovered by Gerhard A. 
Hansen in Norway in 1S73. 

Until the Middle Ages, and even 
during the Renaissance, leprosy was 
coznmon worldwide, though it was no¬ 
ticeably on the decline in Europe and 
pans of the Middle East by the 1 SOOs. 

The last local case in Europe was in 
1953 in Norway. In the United States, 
there are still two small pockets of the 
disease, in Louisiana and Florida, is- 
. rael is registering about 

-one case a month, all of 

them among immi¬ 
grants, mostly from In¬ 
dia and Africa. 


formities that people tend to associate 
with it. Patients who are being proper¬ 
ly treated don't spread the disease or 
suffer such deformides. 

“We have an intensive educadon 
program for doctors as well as patients 
and their families, not only about med¬ 
ical matters but because the word ‘lep¬ 
rosy’ still carries a stigma, much of 
which is highly exaggerated ” said Ruth 
Wexler, head nurse and field worker at 
the Hansen Hospital in Jerusalem, 
which is dedicated to the diagnosis and 
treatment of leprosy. 

“We use the term ‘Hansen's disease’ 


MMW«VWa 




Dr. Rachelle H.B. Fishman is the 
FOUNDER OF THE ISRAEL-BASED Sa- 
knce/Communication, a forum con¬ 
necting SCIENCE WITH EVERYDAY LIFE. 
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Leprosy is still a significant health 
problem in about SO countries of Asia, 
Africa and Latin America. As of 1994, 
there were about 2.4 million leprosy pa¬ 
tients registered and under care, with 
more than 90 percent of them confined 
to 25'coun tries. About a half million new 
patients are registered each year. 

The good news is 
that the disease is 
curable by a combi¬ 
nation ofdrugs given 
over a period of 
time, often a year or 
more. Since 1982, 
this treatment- 
called multidrug 
therapy, or MDT— 
has cured some 5.6 
million patients, cut¬ 
ting by more than 
half the number of; 
cases worldwide. * 4 ' x *■ 

The World Health Organization 
(WHO) has estimated that almost 90 
percent of registered patients are re¬ 
ceiving the treatment. 

. There are several reasons the treat¬ 
ment hasn’t been even more successful. 
One is the problem of making sure pa¬ 
tients take the drugs conrecdy. 

“MDT needs supervision and pub¬ 
lic health field workers willing to go to 
the patients to make sure they are tak¬ 
ing the antibiotics,” said Hansen Hos¬ 
pital’s Wexler, adding that leprosy pa¬ 
tients are no longer hospitalized 
because there is no need. (The only pa¬ 
tients who stay permanently at Hansen 
Hospital are those who have been there 
many years and would have trouble 
moiing). 

Another reason the disease hasn't 
been eradicated is that treatment pro¬ 
grams are not always managed well, 
said Dr. HiDel Bercovier, professor of 
micro and molecular biology at the 
Hebrew University-Hadassah Medical 
School in Jerusalem. 

“It is a matter of politics and mon¬ 
ey that keeps the treatment from taking 
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effect worldwide,’’he said. “The prob¬ 
lem is one of education, awareness, in¬ 
tervention and follow-up. It must be a 
combined effort.’’ 


Beramer charged that 
the scientific commnriity 
‘doesn’t always behave 
correctly’because they 
prefer to continue studying 
‘this interesting disease’ 


Bercovier 
charged that even 
the scientific com¬ 
munity “doesn’t al¬ 
ways behave cor¬ 
rectly" because 
they prefer to con¬ 
tinue studying “this 
interesting dis¬ 
ease.” It's the vol- 
umary foundations 
and non-govern¬ 
mental organiza- 
ti onsT he says, that 
Vare'keeping the situation under control. 

Indeed, the International Federa¬ 
tion of Anti-Leprosy Associations was 
founded in 1966 in London by 22 au¬ 
tonomous non-governmental organi¬ 
zations raising money in the North for 
anti-leprosy work in the South. The 
result was 800 field projects in 92 
countries. The group spends about 
US$60 million a year, of which 72 per¬ 
cent goes for leprosy treatment, 12 
percent for training. 10 percent for re¬ 
search and 6 percent for socioeco¬ 
nomic activities. 

Because of the success of the drug 
treatment, the World Health .Assembly 
in 1991 endorsed a strategy to control 
leprosy worldwide by' 2000. with the 
goal of reducing the incidence of the 
disease to fewer than one case per 
10,000 people in every country'. WHO 
envisaged giving the drug treatment to 
about 5 million patients fora total cost '■ 
of about US$420 million, including 
USS150 million for the drugs. 

Campbell Miller is among those 
who have done leprosy work through 
private channels. 

“Through the organization World 


Concern, my wife and I worked as vol¬ 
unteers in relief and development in 
Somalia and Ethopia from 1985 to 
1990. We were forced to leave in 1990 
because of the ongoing war,” said 
Miller, who now works at the Interna¬ 
tional Christian Embassy in Jerusalem 
and volunteers at the Hansen Hospital 
two days a week, dividing his time be¬ 
tween the clinic and visiting patients in 
their home. 

While research continues in lep¬ 
rosy, - the success of the current drug 
treatment has made this largely an aca¬ 
demic interest, some scientists say. 

According to Bercovier, the MDT 
regime is so efficient—both in treating 
and preventing leprosy—that he 
strongly endorses the WHO’s disease 
elimination policy. He also believes 
that through MDT, and not continued 
scientific research, leprosy can be 
eradicated and relegated to medical 
textbook history.® 


there was a good vaccination pro¬ 
gram to prevent equine encephali¬ 
tis,” he said. “Last year’s situation 
was not a sudden outbreak. The dis¬ 
eases have been endemic since 1989. 
We will have epidemics every year 
until the local community helps 
solve the problem.” 

Health officials in Maracaibo say 
they have controlled the outbreak of 
dengue and encephalitis, after un¬ 
dertaking a renewed spraying cam¬ 
paign against mosquitoes. They 
point out that there were only seven 
cases of dengue fever reported in the 
first two months of 1996. 

But the rainy season—which brings 
out the mosquitoes—hadn’t begun yet, 
so observers were waiting to see how 
the rest of the year would develop. And 
remnants of the encephalitis epidemic 
were still appearing: five cases of fetal 
malformation attributed to the en¬ 
cephalitis have been reported among 
Guajira women who were pregnant 
while sick, according to Nelia Sinchez, 
chief of epidemiology for the state of 
Zulia, where the worst of the epidemic 
occurred. 

Malaga said part of the problem is 
a deterioration in public services 
over the past few years. Among oth¬ 
er problems, there is not enough safe 
drinking water and inadequate 
garbage collection. 

In general, the population most at risk 
will continue to be indigenous tribes, 
peasants in the countryside, and those 
living in crowded conditions in margin¬ 
al urban areas. “Epidemics always affect 
the groups that society takes care of the 
least,” Malaga noted. 

He said malaria increased dramati¬ 
cally starting about six years ago dur¬ 
ing a modern-day gold rush in south¬ 
eastern Venezuela, near the Brazilian 
border. 

“As gold production increased, so 
did malaria,” he said. In the 1980s, 
some 3,000 cases of malaria were re- . 
ported each year. In the early 1990s, 
there were 50,000 cases in two states 
alone. A combined effort by public 
health officials and the military re¬ 
duced the figure" to 10,000 or so each 
of the last two years. 

Fatalities from tuberculosis also 
increased in 1990, surpassing 1,000 
for the first time in 20 years (al¬ 
though this is nothing like the turn 
of the century when TB killed per¬ 


haps 10,000 people a year). Leprosy 
is iso still taking lives, with 15 fatal¬ 
ities recorded in 1993, the most re¬ 
cent year for which there are statis¬ 
tics. But the current level of 10,000 

active cases is only a fraction of the 
number prevalent 50 years ago. 

“There is no doubt that the eco¬ 
nomic and social situation influences 
all the pathologies," said Dr. Oswal- 
do Godoy, head of the Health Min¬ 
istry’s division of infectious disease. 
“Poverty and malnutrition con¬ 
tribute to the increase in disease." 

On the bright side, Venezuela has 
recorded no cases of smallpox or po¬ 
lio for five years, and none of yellow 
fever for 15 years.® 


Nestor Rojas is United Press 
International's chief correspon¬ 
dent for Venezuela. 
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to the $5 million in vaccines and med¬ 
ical supplies that Australia has given 
to its neighbors in recent years. 

The remaining case last year was 
one that was imported into China, 
where a massive program of immu¬ 
nization has almost wiped out the 
virus. India and parts of Africa remain 
the world’s worst polio “hot spots,” 
with 75 percent of the world’s report¬ 
ed cases coming from India. * 

While Australian officials are con¬ 
fident that their country will be certi¬ 
fied polio-free by 1997, barring an 
outbreak from imported cases, polio’s 
legacy will Unger a bit longer. Sydney’s 
Prince of Wales Hospital Medical Re¬ 
search Institute is now one of the 
world’s leading authorities on post- 
poUo syndrome, having developed the 
largest global database on the muscle 
strength of patients. 

According to the institute’s direc¬ 
tor, Professor Simon Gandevia, the 
resurgence of polio-like symptoms 
owes less to muscle damage than it 
does to a brain-related impairment 
and the effects of aging. Nevertheless, 
the cumulative effect is a 1 to 2 percent 
increase in muscle fatigue each year, 
and for some survivors this means 
they must confront polio for the sec¬ 
ond time in their lives.® 


Anna Patty is the medical 
reporter for The Sun-Herald 
newspaper in Sydney, Australia. 
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Win up to $26,000,000.00 in Canadian Lotto 6/49 


That's right...you can win millions playing Lotto 6/49 - Canada's most popular Government tottery. In fact. Lotto 6/49 pays out 
nearly one billion dollars in ALL CASH PRIZES each year! And it's all free of Canadian taxes. There are two draws each week 
for a grand prize guaranteed to be not less than $1,500,000.00 with many millions more in secondary prizes. Grand prizes nxi 
into the millions and have been as high as $26,410,706.00. Imagine what you could do with that much cash! This is your 
opportunity to find out because now you can play the lottery that’s making so many millionaires in Canada. 


Why leprosy is being eradicated and TB isn’t 


Tuberculosis, commonly known as TB, and leprosy are related 
diseases: the bacteria that c£usa them come from the same genus, 
Mycobacteria. But these cousins couldn’t be more diff er ent. 

Leprosy is wefi on the way to eradication and by the year 2000 
may be eliminated as a health problem. In the same period, drug- 
resistant forms of TB may have killed tens of milGons of people and 
will stiH be going strong, according to the World Health Organiza¬ 
tion. 

Why is the outlook so (Efferent? Here are two reasons: 

(1) All bacteria can develop drug resistance, but Mycobacterium 
tuberculosis is particularly prone to do so because it divides every 
eight hours. The various antibiotics used to klU it must be taken dal¬ 
ly, and p a tie n ts have to be checked cons t an tly over six months for 
compBance. 

The leprosy bacillus divides every 14 days, so there is more lee¬ 
way for taking the metfeine and monitoring compfiance, even though 
the treatment period also is long, often a year and sometimes more. 
Thus there is a much greater danger that« TB patient will interrupt 
treatment, that many more bacteria will survive, and that the bacte¬ 
ria wffl develop immunity to the drags. 

(2) Tuberculosis is much more contagious than leprosy. WHO es¬ 
timates that a third of die population fai the developing: world is in¬ 
fected by tiie disease. Patients who are not tre a ted infect lO to 20 
others each year. In all, WHO predicts that 300 mifBon people win 
become infected in the next 10 yeas. Leprosy, on the other hand, 
is only minimally contagious. Some 95 percent of people who come 
into contact with a patient during even the most virulent phase of 
the disease don't contract leprosy at afl. Even in India, one of lep¬ 
rosy's last strongholds, less than 1 percent of the population is in¬ 
fected. 

—SyJtecfteffe H. & Fishman 


What is Lotto 6/49? 

Lotto 6/49 is the official Canadian version of 
Lotto-the worirfs most popular form of lottery. 
Ifs called “6/49" because you select any 6 of 
49 possible numbers from 1 to 49. Your num¬ 
bers are entered in the Lotto 6/49 computer 
system and rf they match the six winning num¬ 
bers chosen in the draw - you win the grand 
prize. Or if you have only 3,4or5numbe(s 
correct, you win one of thousands of sec¬ 
ondary prizes available- 

flow can V play? 

Complete the attached entry form and send it 
to Canadian Overseas Marketing along with 
the necessary payment. We will enter your 
numbers for the specified length of your 
Subscription. You may select from 1 to 6 
boards for 10,26 or 52 weeks. Each board 


gives you another chance at the grand prize 
for every draw fri which you are entered. You'D 
receive a "Confirmation of Entry by return maD 
acknowledging your order and rndteating the 
numbers you have selected, as well as your 
dates of play. 

flow do I know when I win? 

You will be notified immediate when you 
win a prize of SI ,000.00 or more. Also, a com¬ 
plete list of aD winning numbers will be sent to 
you after every tenth draw so you can check 
along the way to see howyoure doing. At the 
eviration of your Subscription you will be sent 
a Final Statement ol your winnings. AD prize 
money will be converted to your preferred cur¬ 
rency ax! confidentially forwarded to you any¬ 
where in the world. 

So maH your order today-the next big 

winner could be you. 
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1 Board 

2 Boards 

3 Boards 

4 Boards 

5 Boards 

6 Boards 


10 WEEKS 
(SO DRAWS) 

□ S45. 

□ $90. 

□ $135. 

□ $180. 

□ $225. 

□ $270. 


28 WEEKS 

(52 DRAWS) 
□ $ 112 . 

□ $225. 

□ $337. 

□ $450. 

□ $562. 

□ $675. 


VALID ONLY WHERE LEGAL 


52 WEEKS 
(104 MAWS) 

□ $225. 
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□ $900. 

□ $1125. 

□ $1350. 
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oi ’>'ell.n; ENGLISH PROGRAMS 


W SATURDAY 

* EI > Press - 3 : 00 —Mooraln 
rtIEF tORHEs^,. 3;30—Pumpkin Patch 
3:55—Blue Heelers 
4 J 5 —Big Brother Jake 

5:00_News Flash 

5 : 00 —French Programs 
7 : 30 —News Headlines 
7-J35—ThfrArab Cup Win¬ 
ners {Cup Championship) 
9:30— Prism 
9:40—News at Ten 
10:00—Eurovision Song 
Contest (Live from Oslo) 


la. 


el 


^ccines aill j ^ 


UStralia ^^ 
ec ent years. 

■ase last y e3ri> 

,rted imu (V 

rogram of I, 


SUNDAY 


i ,n ** t 3^0—'The Flintstones 
'rTtJ JUI ^ 3 J 0 -r^Bush School 
* Africa renuj 3:45—Mac and Motley 
ioli*. ~| hJl SrhlIl .. 4 :io_jialian Soccer 
5 : 00 —News flash 
5r01—Frencb Programs 
7 : 30 —News Headlines 
735—Cinema, Cinema 
8HW— 1 The American Chart 
Siow 

. — 8:45— The Fresh Prince of 

it longer. Sydney's. • Bel-Air 
•pital Medical fo. 9:10—Blacke’s Magic 
now one of lit 10:00—News at Ten 
horities on p,* The Bold *** **** 

ing developed it Beaatiftl1 
ase on die niUKi 


- W 
he world's rej^ 

»ra India. 

1 officials are tw 
an try will be i.enj. 
15997. barring > 
>rted caso.pni^, 


11:15—Coonterstrike 


MONDAY 

£ institute's dirtt-. 3 : 00—Bonkers 
on Gaudevia. ib 330—Richie Rich 
io-!ike symptom; 3:55—Play abool 
lc damage than b 4:00—Animals of the 
laicJ 

i is a I to 2 peran ' 5 . 01 ^-Frencfa Programs 
fatigue each \ol : 730-News Headfines 
ivors this mem - 7:35—7J5—The Arab Cup 
polio forthew--^ 
es.# 


Winners (Cup Championship) 
9:10—100 Years of Capital¬ 
ism in Korea 
T0:00—News at Ten 
10:25—The Bold and the 
Beautiful 

11:10— PS. 1 Lnv U 
11:55—-Taurus Rising 

TUESDAY I 

3:00—Iris- the Happy 
Professor 

3:20—Captain Planet 
3:45— Scientific Eye 
4:10—The Bob Morrison 
Show 
435—Alf 
5:00—News Flash 
5:01—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Encounter 
8:00—Home Improvement 
835—Life in the Freezer 
9:10—Star Trek 
10:00—-News at Ten 
10:25—The Bold and the 
Beautiful 

11:10—Feature Film: Jaws II, 
starring: Roy Scheider 

WEDNESDAY 

3:00—The Flintstones 
330—Dinosaurs 
3:55—The New 3 Stooges! 
4:00—Bill Nye the Science 
Guy 

4 JO—Alex Mac 
5:00—News Flash 
5:01—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headline 

7 J5—Evening Shade 
8:00—Computer Chronicles 

8 JO—Chancer 

9:10—UEFA Champions 
League Final 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:15—UEFA Champions 



Star Trek , on Monday at 9:10pm 


League Final Second Half 

11:J—Air wolf 

11:55—Are You Bang Served 

THURSDAY 

3:00—Aladdin 
3 JO—The New 3 Stooges 
3:35—NBA 
4J5—Pirates 
5:00—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35 —Carol and Company 
8:00—Taratata 
9:10—Star Trek 
10:00—News At Ten 
10:25—Feature Film: Snow¬ 
bound , starring: Ncii Patrick 
Hands 


FRIDAY 

3:00—Iris the Happy 
Professor 

3:20—The Pebbles and 
B amm Bamm Show 
3:45—Bush School 
3:55—See How They Grow 
4:05—Gillette World Sports 
Special 

4 JO—Crystal Maze 
5:00—News Flash 
5:01—French Programs 
7:30—News Headline 
7:35—Growing Pains 
8:00—Nasty Boys 
8:45—It Had To Be You 
9:10—The Hanging Gale 


10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Classic Movie: Show 
Boat, starring: Kathryn Graysen 

PROGRAMMES ^ 
EN FRAN9AIS 

SAMEDI 

5:00—Dess ins animus 
Ordy 

5:15—Emission jeunesse 
Laviedevant moi 
5 JO—Documentaire 

L'aventure des pi antes 
6:00—S^rie 

Chateau V a lion 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Faut pas rever 

• Burkina Fasso- 

DIMANCHE 

5:00—Dessins anim us 
Ordy 

5:15—Emission jeunesse 
La vie devam moi 
5 JO—Jcux 

Que lc meilleur gagne 
6:00—Magazine 

Envoyl special 

* Pilule magique; La 
croix rouge» 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Sports et musique 

LUNDI 

5:00—Dessins animds 
Ordy 

5:15—Divertissement 
L'tScole des fans 
«Hugues Aufray* 

6:00—Magazine 
Thalassa 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 


Cinq sur cinq 

MARDI 

5:00—Dessins aninwc 
Ordy 

5:15— Emissi on jeunesse 
La vie dev ant moi 
5J0—Jeux 

Que le meilleur gagne 
6:00—Magazine 

Savoir plus santg 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazin'e 
Ushuala 

MERCREDI 

5:00—Dessins animus 
Le chat perch£ 

5:30—S6rie 
Maigret 

«Maigret ei la vieille 
dame» 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Spoils et musique 

JEUDI 

5:00—Dessin anim6 
Le chat perch £ 
5J0—Vari£t£s 

Le monde est k vous 
* Pierre Bachelet» 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Archim&de 

VENDREDI 

5:00—Dessins anim us 
Le chat perchd 
5 JO—Film 

«Les vacances de 
l 'inspecteur Lester» 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Alio la Terre 


| Programs are subject to change by JTV 
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ACROSS 
1 Otherwise 
5 Attain 

10 Qualified 

14 Papal 
tribunal 

15 Follow 

16 Unheeding 

17 On the — 
(Impulsively) 

20 Decade - 
. number 

21 Telegram 

22 Small pasts 

23 Say It isn't 
so. 

24 Garden 
worker- 

28 Roughen by 
rutJtring 

29 Drain 

32 Seattle. 

33 Menu 

34 WlncT . 
fraction 

35 Erratically . 

40 Snfcgier's. 

catch 


41 Expels 

42 Press 

43 Rest 

45 Prwficament 

47 French 
head 

48 Potter's 
material 

49 Talk 

52 High strung 

53 Distant 
56 Careless 

job 

60 Single time 

61 Large ship 

62 Against 

63 Tare 

64 Wallace or 
Noah 

65 Sign gas 


DOWN 

1 Formerly, 
formerly 

2 Bounding 
gat 

3 Daze 

4 Com unit 


5 Purify 

6 Foyer 

7 Tennis great 

8 Signal 

9 Dress edge 

10 Value 
highly 

11 Borscht 
ingredient 

12 Country road 

13 Newts 

18 Was ki debt 

19 Egg dish 

23 Spanish 
artist 

24 Tends sheep 

25 Chooses 

26 French 
clergyman 

27 French 
actor. 
Charies— 

28 Firearm 

29 “Divine 
Comedy* 
author 

30 Before Anna 
or cotta 


31 Bar legally 

33 Social 
class 

35 Seri of yore 

37 Kansas 
city 

38 Court case 

39 Ethereal 

44 Backed 
financiatty 

45 Watery 
mixture 

46 Roman 
statesman 

48 Frolic 

49 Sluggish 

50 Yearn 

51 —homo! 

52 Yam 

53 Monetary 
penalty 

54 Concerning 

55 Restrain 

57 San 
Frandsco 
hUI 

58 Expire 

59 Male 





expire 
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—THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 

By Linda Black 

Weekly Tip: The sun and moon 
are both in Aries. Thai should moti¬ 
vate even the most determined couch 
potato to gel outside for some exer¬ 
cise. 

Aries (March 21-April 19). The 
Sun’s going out of your sign with a 
flourish this year. Do everything 
you’ve been contemplating. Balance 
your checkbook so you can go shop¬ 
ping. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). You’re 
under lots of pressure. It seems like 
everything's coming due at the same 
time. Things start changing for the 
better soon, though. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). What 
with club meetings, parties and 
sports activities, you may be tempted 
to shine on your regular job. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22). Don’t 
ger all woggly if somebody yells at 
you. Tempers will be short and emo¬ 
tions intense. Either participate or 
stay out of the way. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Get out 
for a run. A tough supervisor will be 
even more insufferable, so don’t 
bother 10 argue. Party with friends as 
much as possible. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You 
could make a pretty good deal. 
Check the job board and stop in for a 
chat with the people who know about 
those things. 

Libra (Sept 23-Oct 23). You’re 
in for a wild ride. Expect all your 
buttons 10 get pushed, by a person 
you find fascinating and repulsive 
simultaneously. 

Scorpio (Oct 24-Nov. 21). Your 
workload increases. You’ll need 
every bit of energy you can muster to 
finish a tough assignment. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). If 
you’re not in love now, you will be 
soon. Cupid has you in his sights. A 
situation you don’t want to deal with 
pushes you to make a change. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). 
You may choose to stay home, if 
you’re not actually sick, consider it 
preventive medicine. Something 
there needs your attention, anyway. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. I8l. You 
are brilliant. You're generating 
enough.current to read by. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Call a 
ftiend for inspiration. You’ll need iL 
If you win the lottery, promise you 
won’t spend h all. 

If You’re Having a Birthday 
This Week: Make up a budget this 
year and stick to it. You’re making 
lots of money, so don’t waste it all. 
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Bridge 


Pick the Trump Suit 

By Tannah Hirsch 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 
*AK10 
QJ82 
OVoid 
*AQ J986 

EAST 


WEST 
A J82 
<2763 
076432 
*72 


A Q 6 5 3 
54 


stances, be preferable to a 5-4 or 
even a 6-4 fit, since you can take dis¬ 
cards on your long suit while keeping 
trump control in either the closed 
hand or dummy. One time it is right 
to choose the stronger suit is when 
the side 44 fit consists of two weak 
four-card suits and you might be able 
to discard potential losers in your 
shorter fit on a third suit in one hand 
or the other. Another instance when 


SOUTH 
*974 
C? A K 10 9 
v Q 9 
* K 10 5 4 


The bidding: 
North East 

South 

West 

1 + 

10 

IP 

Pass 

20 

Pass 

3+ 

Pass 

3? 

Pass 

4+ 

Pass 

44 

Pass 

5P 

Pass 

5NT 

Pass 

7P 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 




OAKJ1085 you should choose the stronger fit 
* 3 rather than the 44 is when the long 

suit won’t provide useful discards in 
the other hand. That lessens the 
chance of an opposing ruff in the 
non-trump combination. 

Look at this hand from a team 
match. In one room North-South 
breezed into a grand slam in clubs 
which had no play as (he cards lie. 
Declarer could score only two spade 
tricks, six trumps and four hearts — 
down one. 

At the other table the bidding went 
as shown. North showed a strong 
hand with the cue-bid of the enemy - 
soirr South rwi'cd'TSlS'ed'clubs: 
promising at least good four-card 
. support. North then cue-bid spades 
ana used the Grand Slam Force to 
check on trump honors. South’s 
jump to seven hearts promised two 
of the top three. 

There was nothing to the play. 
Besides the same 12 tricks available 
in clubs, declarer scored a diamond 
ruff in dummy to bring the total to 
13. . 



Opening lead: Three of O - support. 

It is hard to find anything in the ana used 
multitude of bridge books on choos¬ 
ing the right trump suit. Only the 
late Albeit Moore head, in his classic 
“Moorehead on Bidding,” went into 
the subject in any depth. 

It is not enough simply to choose 
your strongest suit. For example, a 
4-4 fit would, in many circum- 


Jumble 


Unscramble these four words, one 
letter to each square, to form four 

ordinary words. 


LAQU 

II 


n 

rr 

□ 

□ 

□ 


HEW1G 


ID 

7 \ 


E 

NGRYT 



ICE 



NEWECH 


~rm 



" 1 jT 



WHAT TVS TYCOON 
CON2!P£REP HIS 
WINNING- POINT- • 


Now arrange Ibc arckd letters lo fora 
the surprise answer, as suggested by the 
above cartoon. 


Prim answer hm: A f XXJ C I 11-J 


NTYD13N V 

juiod 3uiuui« siq pwapisuoa uooaft wp usMStry 

30NHHM A8JLN30 H913/A UVnb :&wasiiv 


Words of 
Wisdom 


When you lose patience, 
you lose possession of your 
soul. 


Popularity has many pit- 
falls but no real benefit 


If you don’t want your 
secrets told, do not tell item 
U«vesM>Qe^odier persat- 

■ • • 

Success is more a matter of 
perseverance than genius. 

• ■ • 

The secret of great wii is 
saying much by saying linle. 

■ • • 

Acts of kindness may not 
receive a lot of attention at die 
time, but they are never for¬ 
gotten. 
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C in e m a 


“FULL BODY MASSAGE' ’ (Paramount,): Nicolais 

Roeg ("The Man Who Fell to Earth ’ 1 directed this drama — 
originally shown on cable’s Showtime — about a masseur's 
(Bryan Brown) link to an art-gallery owner (Mimi Rogers) 
who is one of his clients. Though their relationship is strictly 
professional at the outset, it soon takes on many different 
shadings as they start to develop personal ties. ** (Not rat¬ 
ed: AS, N, P, V) 

"JOSH KJRBY... TIME WARRIOR! JOURNEY TO THE 
MAGIC CAVERN” (Paramount, j; The bizarre world 
of the so-called “Mushroom People" poses dilemmas for 
time-traveler Josh (Corbin Allred) and his compatriots in this 
latest chapter of the made-for-video serial. As if they don’t 
have enough trouble with those creatures, they also have a 
showdown with the sinister Dr. Zoetrope. ** (Not rated: P, 
V) 

HELD OVER: “STRANGE DAYS” (Fox,) ; Direc¬ 

tor James Cameron’s (“The Terminator,” "True Lies”) 
inventive, visually dazzling melodrama of the near-future 
casts Ralph Fiennes as a seller of people's virtual-reality 
experiences at the time of the millennium. His own immer¬ 
sion into one of the "borrowed memories’’ thrusts him into 
life-threatening danger; Angela Bassett, Juliette Lewis and 
Tom Sizemore also star. *** (R: AS, P, V) 

“FACES" (Fox Lorber,): . Arriving on video along 

with another of film auteur John Cassavetes’ never-before- 
on-Lape dramas, "Shadows ," this emotionally grueling 1968 
survey of a number of couples focuses on the theme of infi¬ 
delity ... which appears to run rampant among diem. Cast 
members include Gena Rowlands (Cassavetes' widow), 
John Mariey, Lynn Carlin and Seymour Cassel (“Under Sus¬ 
picion ' r ). (R: AS, P) 

“THE MANY ADVENTURES OF WINNIE THE POOH” 
(Disney,); AJk. Milne’s lovable character and all of 
his pals — Piglet, Eeyore, Tigger and the other dwellers of 
the Hundred Acre Wood — find plenty of misadventure in 
•their usual habitat in this animated offering. The release com¬ 
piles the featurettes “ Winnie the Pooh and the Honey Tree” 
and "Winnie the Pooh and the Blustery Day,” and also 
includes extra footage. *** (G) 

COMING SOON: "WAITING TO EXHALE” (Fox, 
April 23): Whitney Houston and Angela Bassett head the 
cast of novelist Terry McMillan’s drama about four close 
female friends. (R) 

“THE ARJSTOCATS” (Disney, April 24): The animated 
classic about high-living felines features the voices of Phil 
Harris, Eva Gabor and ventriloquist Paul Winched. (G) 

“HOW TO MAKE AN AMERICAN QUILT” (MCA/Uni- 
versal, April 30): Winona Ryder plays a young woman who 
gets valuable lessons in life from her female elders. (PG-13) 
FAMILY-VIEWING GUIDE KEY: AS. adult situa¬ 
tions; N, nudity; P, profanity: V. violence; GV, particularly 
graphic violence. 
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8th European 
Film Festival 


• The member states of the European Union and the Delega¬ 
tion of the European Commission are organising the 8th Euro¬ 
pean Film Festival. It will be held under the patronage of 
HRH Princess Sarvath. 

The films will be screened between 19th and 29th May. 
Each film will be shown twice, with the first screening taking 
placing at 8 pm, and the second taking place the following 
day at 5 pm. Italy will open the festival with Caro Diario. 
Following this comes Ciske the Rat from the Netherlands, 
Shadowlands from the United Kingdom, Das Versprechen 
from Germany, Un Indien Dans La Ville from France. Nionde 
Kompaniet from Sweden and Anchoress from Belgium, Spain 
and Greece will introduce Despues, del Sue no. and Jaguar re¬ 
spectively. The Festival will close with a Documentary enti¬ 
tled Les Enfants de Lumiere. 

The screenings will take palce at the Prince Hassan Audi¬ 
torium in the University of Jordan. Prices are JD 1 with a re¬ 
duced price for students at 500 fils. 

The Young Women’s Muslim Association will benefit 
from all the proceeds. 

PROGRAMME 

I Caro Diario (Italy) 

Sunday 19 May 8:00 pm 
Monday 20 May 5:00 pm 

2. Ciske the Rat (Netherlands) 

Monday 20 May 8:00 pm 
Tuesday 21 May 5:00 pm 


3. Shadowlands (UK) 


Tuesday 21 May 8:00 pm 
Wednesday 22 May 5:00 pm 


4. Das Versprechen (Germany) 

Wednesday 22 May 8:00 pm 
Thursday 23 May 5:00 pm 

5. Un Indien dans la Ville (France) 

Thursday 23 May 8:00 pm 
Friday 24 May 5:00 pm 

6. Nionde Kompaniet (Sweden) 

Friday 24 May 8:00 pm 
Sunday 26 May 5:00 pm 

7. Anchoress (Belgium) 

Sunday 26 May 8:00 pm 
Monday 27 May 5:00 pm 

8. Despues del Suenn (Spain) 

Monday 27 May 8:00 pm 
Tuesday 28 May 5:00 pm 


9. Jaguar (Greece) 


Tuesday 28 May 8:00 pm 
Wednesday 29 May 5:00 pm 


10. Les Enfants de Lumiere {Documentary) 

Wednesday 29 May 8:00 pm 

Entrance Ticket is priced at JD 1 for adults and 500 fils for 
students. 

All proceeds will go to the Centre for Special Education of 
the YMCA 
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Les menaces d’attentats arbitrent les elections 


Supplement en fran^ais du Star 


%Le meurtre lundi d’un colon en Cisjordanie el un regain de tension an Uban ont rendu 
encore plus pesantes les menaces d'attentats durant la catnpagne ilectorale israflienne. Cinq 
mititaires ont en effet toe blessis au Sud Uban dinumche au coins d’une embuscade Undue par 
la milice chide du Hezbollah. 

Les services de sfcuritf israfliens ont par aiUeurs annonci I'arrcstation d'un Palestinian 
dtoenteur d’un passeport jordanien qui projelati de commettre des attentats suicide en IsrafL 
A dix Jours d’un scrutin crucial pour Vavenir du processus de paix, {’opposition du Ukoud 
serttit la prentiire bfnificunre de nauveiles attaques terroristes. 

C’est en tout cos sur cette atmosphere d’insic write qu ‘est baste Unite la campagne de 
M.Netonyahu pour permettre au Ukoud de remporter ces flections. Selon djfff rents instituts de 
sondage, Shimon Peres ne dispose en effet que d'une courte avance, estimfe entre 4 et 6% des 
voix. Or, tPapris un sondage Gallup publif Ic week-end dernier, 46% d’lsrafliens donnent 
M. Netanyahu gagnant si un nouvel attentat a lieu, MJPeres devoid alors se contenter de 25% 
des voix. 



SELON 


Les societes 

civiles du monde entier 
ont connu, et connaissent 
encore aujourd'hui, cette 
maladie qu'on appelle la 
bureaucratie. Ce flfeau est 
vfecu quotidiennement 
dans notre socifetfe. Beau- 
coup d'absences ou de 
penes de temps dans les 
entreprises peuvent 
s'expliquer par des de¬ 
marches administraiives 
intcrminablcs nfccssaircs 
4 i'oblention d'un passe- 
port, d'une carte d'idemitfe 
ou de tout autre docu¬ 
ment 

La lenteur de la bureau¬ 
cratie trouve une des ses 
explications dans le 
«chomage masqufe*. En 
entrant dans certains bu¬ 
reaux/on peut se rendre 
compte que si certaines 
personnes travaillent 
beaucoup, d'autres ne sont 
payees que pour boire le 
the, se fichant feperdument 
du public. Ce genre de 
specimen n'est surtout pas 
pret a lever le petit doigt 
pour vous aider, alors que 
c'est son devoir. 

Le manque de forma¬ 
tion peut lui aussi expli- 
quer cette lenteur. Les 
gens appeies 4 accomplir 
ces travaux ad mini strati fs 
ne savent sou vent pas 
quelle doit etre hrfeelle- 
ment leur t3che. 

On vient en general 
dans les bureaux de 
('administration une pre¬ 
miere fois pour se ren- 
seigner sur les documents 
4 foumir. Une deuxifeme 
visite s'impose ensuite 
pour dfeposer les docu¬ 
ments demandfes. El c'est 
alors que bien souvent les 
mauvaises surprises com- 
menccnL Vous pouvez 
vous auendre 4 ce que 
Ton vous demande un 
nouveau document Tout 
depend de 1'humeur de 
l'employfe. 

Malheureusement la 
course infemale peut con¬ 
tinuer encore longtemps. 
II faut courir d'un bureau 
4 1'auire en attendant des 
heures 4 chaque fois. Et 
puis au moment ou vous 
pensez avoir [ermine vo- 
tre people. vous devez alt¬ 
er chercher des timbres 4 
la sortie des bureaux, al- 
ore qu'ils pourraienl trfes 
bien etre disponibles aux 
guichets pour fe vitcr aux 
usagers un nouveau dfe- 
p lace mem. 

Cette situation est vrai- 
meni absurdc car elle 
pourraii etre facilement 
ameiiorec. avec un peu 
d'organisation et de bon 
sens. Le temps est aussi 
prfecieux pour {'employe 
que pour I’usager de 
1'administration. On pour- 
rait affichcr 4 I'entrfee des 
bureaux une lisle des 
pifeces 4 foumir en fonc- 
lion des documents de- 
m an des. Cela feviierait 
d'encombrer inutile men t 
les b&imcnts de 
Tadministration et ferait 
gagner it l'employfe pas 
mal de lemps. Surtout. 
ccia I'aiderait 4 etre plus 
disponible el plus sou riant 
pour les autres. 

De plus, on pourrait rc- 
mfedier 4 cc probifeme en 
mettant plus de personnel 
aux guichets. Pour feviter, 
par exemple. aux usagers 
davoir 4 se dfeplacer dans 
les diffferents bureaux. 
Ainsi le travail se ferait 
plus vile, ct les usagers 
perdraieni moins de 
temps en demarches ad- 
ministrau'ves. Its pourrai- 
ent ainsi etre plus efficac- 
es dans leurs emplois. et 
I'Elat y gagnerait au bout 
du compte. 

La bureaucratie est 
vraiment une plaie que 
l‘on peut gufirir avec des 
solutions simples qui per- 
mettraient 4 tous d'fevjter 
des penes de temps consi¬ 
derables.! 


Sofiad Redd Ennimer 


Reportage 

La difficile survie du peuple irakien 


Cabinet palestinien 

Arafat joue la moderation 


Les missions intemationales se succedent en Irak pour evaluer la 
situation sanitaire de ce pays place sous embargo depuis mainten- 
ant six ans. A chaque fois, les mimes scenes catastrophiques sont 
decrites, comme a Al Thawra, dans la banlieue de Bagdad. 


A Al Thawra. une des 

banlieues les plus pauvres 
d'lrak, le rfeseau du tout-4- 
I'fegout est complement dfet- 
ruiL Les rues et les ruelles sont 
devenues des voies 
d'fevacuation pour tous les dfe- 
chets organiques. «Le rfseau 
est cassf depuis le bombarde¬ 
ment de Bush» expliquent des 
femmes d'Al Thawra. Fautes de 
pi feces de rechange, le rfeseau 
n'a en effet pas &fe rfeparfe de¬ 
puis plusieurs annfees. 

«Le sysieme d‘evacuation ex¬ 
isle chez moi mais il s'arrite 
devant ma porte. avant de re- 
joindre le regard d’egout», tfe- 
moigne une femme. *Je dots 
done vider moi-meme plus de 
cinq fois par jour les canalisa¬ 
tions. Je ramasse les deckels 
dans un paquet que je jette plus 
loin, et puis j'entiive I'eau ft- 
tide. On fait la mime chose 
dans chaque maison, et it la fin 
de la semaine. un camion de 
pompage passe pour rtcupirer 
cette eau malsedne.» 

Malgrfi l'odeur des dfechets et 
de I'eau qui croupiL la vie con¬ 
tinue dans cette banlieue. A Al 
Thawra vivent plus d'un million 
d'habitnnts. La plupart sont des 
immignSs venus du sud de llrak 
pendant la guerre Iran-lrak. Les 
probifemes que rencontre cette 
banlieue ne s'arrfetent pas 4 des 
difficultfes matferielles dues 4 un 
systfeme. d'fevacuation dfefec- 
tueux. Les consequences sani- 
taires qui en dfecoulent sont en 
effet catastrophiques. 

A cause de leurs foibles reve- 
nus, les families de ce quartier 
sont obligfees de s'enta* »er dans 
les maisons pour survi\re. Une 
surpopulation effrayante dans 
des habitations sans eau cou- 
rame. Les enfants qui jouent 
pieds-nus dans ces rues aux al¬ 
lures de dfepotoir ramfenent 
toute sorte de maladie conta- 
gieuse chez eux. n'ayant pas la 



On evalue a environ 560 000 le nombre d*enfants marts depuis le debut de Vembargo 
contre VIrale. Dans les hopitaux, on ne peut plus trailer les cas de malnutrition. 


peut plus. 


possibility de se laver en ren- 
trant 

La population vit dans un 
cercle vicieux. L'eau qui croup- 
it dans ces rues final en effet 
par etre fevacufee dans le Tigre. 
Or. I'eau qu'on leur donne 4 
boire est prise dans le Tigre, 
sans etre purififee auparavant, 
les , sanctions intemationales 
empechant des pifeces de re¬ 
change destinfees aux usines de 
retraitement d'amver. 

L’hfepatite est la maladie la 
plus rfepandue 4 cause de cette 
pollution de I'eau et de la mau- 
vaise qualitfe de la nourriture. la 
dianhfee semblant n'fepargner 
plus personne. Le malnutrition 
n'est plus considferfee comme 
une maladie suffisamment im- 
portante pour etre admis dans 
un hbpital. Car les hopitaux ne 
sont plus capables de s'occuper 
de ces malades. «On lui a don¬ 
ne des medicaments pour latter 
contre la dishydratation mais 
une semaine plus lard, une in¬ 
fection se declaruiL Us 


n'avaient alors plus rial d lui 
donner a Vhopital» expltque 
une mfere a perdu un des ses en¬ 
fants l'annfee demifere. "II a per¬ 
du peu & peu son inergie ct est 
mart en une semaine.» 


Des hopitaux 
impuissants 

Le nombre de cas de malnu¬ 
trition dans un des hopitaux du 
Nord de I’lrak fetait d'environ 60 
par an en 1989. II est montfi 4 
88 en 1995. Ces donnfees ne 
reflfetent pas vraiment la gravitfe 
de la situation qui n'a cessfe 
d'empirer ces cinq demiferes an- 
nfies. Beaucoup d'habitants se 
mfefient en effet des hdpitaux 
oQ its savent que de nombreux 
virus peuvent les frap per en rai¬ 
son des mauvaises condiuons 
d'hygifene. 

A cause du manque 
d'inftrmiferes ou de docteurs. on 
n'a par exemple plus le temps 
de steriliser les instruments qui 
servent plusieurs fois. LliGpitni 


A Bagdad, 
Oronb El Abed 


Musique 

Le Conservatoire joue sur toute la gamme 

Depuis sa creation en 1986, le Conservatoire national de musique n'a cesse de 
developper ses activites. En sas des nombreux enseignements musicaux qu'il dis¬ 
pense, il dispose d'un ambassadeur de qualite dans le royaume: son orchestre. 


Cree en 1986 par la 

fondation Nour Al Hussein, de¬ 
pendant directement de sa ma- 
jestfe la Reinc Nour qui lui ap- 
pone un sou lien important, le 
Conservatoire national de mu¬ 
sique de Jordanie connali de¬ 
puis une forte expansion. 

Passl de 45 fetudiants en 
1986 4 450 aujourdTiui. le Con¬ 
servatoire continue de fairc 
preuve d'imagination. dfeploy- 
ant beaucoup d'efforts pour 
maintenir sa progression... et 
assurer son existence. Car avec 
63 professeurs. certains travail- 
lanl uniquement 4 mi-temps, et 
une douzaine d'employfes ad- 
mi ni strati fs. les frais courants 
sont fenormes et ne sont pas 
couverts par les remrfecs 
d'argent provenant des frais de 
scolaritd. Il n'est par aiUeurs pas 
possible d'augmenler le mont- 

am des scolaritfes sans risquer 
d'empecher les fetudiants d£j4 
inscrits de rester, ou de dis- 
suaderde nouveaux de venir. 

A Amman, la saison musi- 
cole s'fetend chaque annfee 
d'oetobre 4 juin. Les concerts y 
sont donnfes par des musiciens 
venus de 1'fetranger ainsi que 
par des artistes locaux. Les con¬ 
certs organises sous I'fegide du 
Conservatoire, pour la plupart 


excellent* sur le plan musical, 
n'opportcm en fait qu'une con¬ 
tribution malferielle nfegligea- 
ble, quand ils ne sonr pas tout 
simplement dfeficiLiires. Its ne 
touchenl en effet qu'un public 
osscz restrcinL 

La source de re venus la plus 
importante, avec les scolaritfes. 
reste les dons privts. En effet. 
les contributions personnel les 
cm venant d’entreprises devien- 
nent de plus en plus impor- 
tantes. Le Conservatoire a la 
bonne idfec de publier la lisle de 
ses bienfaiteurs dans chaque 
livret qu'il imprime 4 I'occasion 
d un conceit. Une manifere raf- 
finfee de remertier les uns ct 
d'encourager les autres. 11 esc 
intferessant de noter que ces 
dons viennem de sources trfes 
diffdrentes: entreprises ou par¬ 
ents d’dlfeves n'ayant apparem- 
ment aucun lien avec le Con¬ 
servatoire. 

Ces dons, aussi essemiels 
soient-ils sur le plan financier, 
sont dgalemenr ]e reflet de 
I'intferfet que pone une partie de 
la population au dfeveloppc- 
ment de la musique en Jorda¬ 
nie. 

La plupart des instruments 
sont enseignfes au Conserva¬ 
toire. Piano el violon y sont 
bien sur les rois. mais fegale- 



De Vavis des mflonutnes qui suivent Vorchestre du Con 
servatoire national de musique, chaque prestation est 
meilleure que la prfcfdente. 

meat les cuivres. bois el per- jcune equipe, non moins dyi 
cussions. Pour certains instru- mique ct consciente de pai 


Kermesse a l'Ecole fran^aise 

L'Ecole fran^aise d'Amman organise une 
grande kermesse le vendredi 24 mai de lOh 

& 18h.Venez nom-i- 

breux pour vous |j~ |l^l ! 

divertir, d^guster p” 1 ] i 

*des produits fran- »->***- ■ \ _|!j__i | 
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tenne satellite, ...). —I I*I— 
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mcnis comme la guitare. deux 
programmes sont proposes, 
c I assique ou modeme. Des 
cours de direction d’orchcstrc y 
sont actuellement dispenses par 
un chef d’orcbestre frangais, 
Jean-Philippe Rouchon. La mu¬ 
sique arabe n'est pas en reste. 
Le «oud» et le «quanoun» oc- 
cupcnt en effet unc place dc 
choix parmi les instruments du 
Conservatoire. 

Comme cela est souvem le 
cas. le Conservatoire n'a aucun 
monopole sur l'enseignemcnl 
dc la musique en Jordanie. Ses 
concurrents dans le royaume 
sont I'Acadfemic jordanienne 
ainsi que qudqucs ccoics pri¬ 
vies, en plus, bien entendu, des 
cours dispenses par des prafes- 
seurs particuliers. Le Conserva¬ 
toire reste nfeanmoins le lieu le 
pius cfetfebre du pays pour ap- 
prendre la musique. 

Dirigfe par le dynamique ct 
sympatlu'que professeur Kifah 
' Fakhouri. musicien enthou- 
siastc et administrateur infati- 
guable, le Conservatoire est sur 
la bonne vote. Le professcur 
Fakhouri est assist^ par unc 


jcune equipe, non moins dyna¬ 
mique et consciente de parti- 
ciper a la realisation de quelque 
chose d'important dans le pays. 

Lc Conservatoire est life au 
Royal Board of Music dc Lon- 
dres qui fait passer chaque an- 
nfec des examens. Tout comme 
le Conservatoire dc Boulogne, 
en France, avec qui it collaborc 
fegalemcnl. Rfeccmmcnt 
d'aillcurs, Ic directcur du con¬ 
servatoire de Boulogne, Alfred 
Herzog, est venu 4 Amman 
pour juger dc la quolitfe des 
f lews jordaniens. 

11 scrait injusic dc ne pas 
mentionner. cn plus d'fividcnts 
talents individucls locaux, la 
bonne performance dc 
l'orchcstrc du Conservatoire. 
Compost! d'enseignants ct 
d'fetudiants. cette formation a 
su cn peu de temps, d dans un 
contcxte social asscz difficile, 
anriver a unc homogfenfeitfe ct 
une cohfesion apprfeciables. Et 
dc i'avis mfemc des mfelomancs 
jordaniens qui suivent leur or¬ 
chestre. chaque concert est 
meillcur que lc prfecfedcnt.1 


Jean-Claude EUas 


Apres un mois d'attente , Yasser Arafat a devoile 
la composition du nouveau cabinet palestinien . 
Un gouvemement qui se veut d'ouverture , dans 
lequel il a integre quelques opposants moderes . 

Apres une attente m£- 


n'est done pius considferfe 
comme un endroit ou Ton peut 
guferir. mais comme un lieu 
dangereux oil Ton ne peut pas 
grand chose pour vous. 

Sur place, il est difficile 
d'imaginer une solution rapide 
4 cctic situation sanitaire de¬ 
plorable. Les nfegociations en 
cours xpelrole contre nourri- 
turej* ne suffisent pas 4 rassurer 
la population ct lc personnel 
mfedical. Foumir de la nourri¬ 
ture ou des medicaments ne 
permet pas de remfedier 4 la sit¬ 
uation. 

Cest ('ensemble des condi¬ 
tions sonitaires qu'il faut amfeli- 
orer. en rfeparant notamment les 
structures dfeiruites lors de la 
guerre du Golfe et jamais rfepa- 
rfees depuis. Il est en effet inu¬ 
tile de soigner un enfant souf- 
firant de diarrhfees si celui-ci 
doit boire quelques jours plus 
tard 4 nouveau la mcmc eauJl 


Ifee d'espoir pour les uns et 
d'inquifetude pour les-autres au 
sein de la classe politique pa- 
lestioienne femergeanic, le pres¬ 
ident de 1'Auroritfe nationaie pa- 
lestinienne Yasser Arafat a 
annonefe la semaine demifere la 
composition du nouveau cabi¬ 
net Celui-ci est issu en majori¬ 
ty du Conseil Ifegislatif felu au 
suffrage universe! lors des (Elec¬ 
tions du 20 janvier denfier. 

Ce cabinet de 29 membres 
com porte quelques grandes ca- 
raccferistiques. II incame bien 
sQr la volontfe du chef de I'OLP 
de gander une ceitaine stability 
du pouvoir en reconduisant la 
majoritfe des ministres. Cepen- 
dant. la presence de huit nou¬ 
veaux ministres annonce cer¬ 
tains changements dans lc 
pay sage politique ofiiciel. Ain¬ 
si Bachir Barghouti du Parti 
populaire palestinien (ex- 
communiste) fait son enlrfee au 
gouvememenL Depuis mai 
1994. les Communistes boudai- 
ent i'appareil officiel palestini¬ 
en: ils avaient notamment prati- 
quement cessfe d'exercer toute 
activitfe au sein du Comitfe exfe- 
cutif. Us reviennent en force 
aujourd'bui sur la sefene poli¬ 
tique pour tenter de partidper 
aux discussions sur le statut fi¬ 
nal des temtoires palestiniens. 

La nomination de Imad Fa- 
louji, dfeputfe islamiste ex portc- 
parole du Hamas ct ancien rfe- 
dacteur en chef d'Al Watan, est ■ 
die aussi un symbole 
d'ouverture vers les mouve- 
ments d'opposition palestini¬ 
ens, mfeme si Imad Falouji 
n'occupe plus de fonctions au 


Pour la formation de ce cabinet, Yasser Arafat a fcut appel 
en majoriU it des ministres deja presents dans le gouver- 
nement precedent ou a des elus du Conseil legislatif. 


sein du Hamas. II en a fed cx- 
pulsfe aprfes s'etre prfesente aux 
feleclions gfenferales de janvier. 
Cette entifee au gouvemement 
intervient au moment oil le dia¬ 
logue entre I'Autorite palesti- 
nienne et le Hamas est dans une 
phase critique aprfes la vague 
d'attenlats du mois dc ffevrier. 

La prfesence d'Abdel Jawad 
Saleh correspond aussi 4 la vo¬ 
lontfe (fintfegrcr des personnali- 
Ifes de diffferents bords poli- 
tiques. Ancien maire d'El 
Bireh, au Nord de Jferusalem. ce 
nationaliste indfipendant est en 
effet connu pour ses critiques 4 
I'fegard de Yasser ArafaL 

Enfin. Abou Af Shahine, un 
J des, chefs ife .file.des «faucons» 
du Fatah, obtient lui aussi un 
ministfere. II a notamment fetfi le 
responsable du Fatah dans les 
prisons israfeliennes, puis au 
Sud-Liban. 

Un autre homme de temtin, 


Abdel Ahmad Rahman, re- 
touve des fonctions impor- 
tantes aprfes avoir fetfe responsa- 
blc de ['Information 4 Tunis. 

Ce gouvemement exprime 
done bien la volonic d'un rap¬ 
prochement avec J'opposition 
et avec tous les hommes pou- 
vant aider a la reconstruction 
des lerritoircs. 

En effet. depuis les feleclions 
et la formation du conseil lfegis- 
latif. des divergences de plus 
en plus fortes apporaissent en¬ 
tre Ic pouvoir executif ct le 
pouvoir Ifegislatif. Or. dans les 
nfegociations definitives, le 
.prfesident Arafat a besom pius 
que jamais davoir le soulien de 
toutes les forces politiques pour, 
assumer une responsabilitfe his- 
torique.1 


De Gaza, 
Hassan Balawi 


Sport 


La Jordanie remet les crampons 

Avec une longue interruption, la saison de football reprend. 
Grace a la coupe arabe des clubs vainqueurs de coupe qui se de- 
roule actuellement, le public jordanien a la chance de voir ses 
meilleures equipes jouer a domicile des matches intemationaux. 


Le ballon rond rep¬ 
rend du service cn Jordanie. 
Avec la coupe arabe des clubs 
vainqueurs de coupe qui se dfe- 
roulc 4 Amman depuis lundi. 
les supporters peuvent 4 nou¬ 
veau voir fevoluer leurs deux 
meilleures fequipes aprfes une 
interruption dc plusieurs mois 
cct hiver. 

Six fequipes ont fait le em¬ 
placement cn Jordanie pour 
disputer la septifeme coupe 
arabe, 4 laquclle participant 
deux fequipes jordaniennes: Al 
Ouerdat et Al Faisali, club dfe- 
tcntcur de ia coupe. Les autres 
participants viennem d'Arabie 
Saoudite. du Bahrein, cTAI- 
gferic, du Qatar, du Soudan ct 
du Maroc. Aucunc de ces 
fequipes h'a jamais remporrfe ce 
trophfee. Le vainqueur dc l'an 
dernier, le club Al Afriqi dc 
Tunisie. n'est pas 4 Ammon 
cette semaine pour dfefendre 
son titre. Pratique menL tous les 
matchs auront lieu ou stadium 
de la citfe des sports, la finale 
fetant prfevuc le 22 mai. 

Pour les fequipes jorda¬ 
niennes, il sera bien difficile dc 


s'odjuger pour la premiere fois 
cc trophfee. Certaines fequipes 
comme la Qatariote Ittihad 
comptent en effet des joueurs 
profcssibrmels. dont le Brfesiii- 
cn Edclson ou ie Marocain Ah¬ 
mad Bahja qui a dispuife ia der- 
nifere Coupe du monde. 

II s’agit en fail surtout pour 
les joueuis locaux de reprend re 
contact avec la compfetition de 
haul niveau. Aprfes avoir repris 
lc championnat de premiferc di¬ 
vision au dfebut du mois, les 
mcillcurs joueurs jordaniens 
vont en effet bientdt disputer 
des matches imporlants au sein 
de l'fequipe nationaie. Cest 4 
Amman que se dferoulera cel 
fetfe la phase feliminatoire de ia 
Coupe d'Asic pour le groupe de 
la Jordanie. La Jordanie affron- 
tera du 7 au 11 aoOt I'lrak. le 
Bangladesh er le Pakistan. 


Michel Hidalgo forfait 

Pour se prfeparer a cct fevfene- 
ment et .tenter de se qualifier, 
l'fequipe nationaie jordanienne 
jouera quelques matchs omi- 
enux. dont un contre ie Qatar 
prochainemenL La Ffedferation 


pease deja aussi aux fetioiina- 
loires de la Coupe du monde 
qui auront lieu dans moins d'un 
an. Cette fois. la Jordanie se 
rctrouvera dans le me me 
groupe que les Emirnis arabes 
unis ct Bahrein. 

DifTferentes possibililfes avai¬ 
ent fetfe envisagfees par la Ffedfer¬ 
ation jordanienne pour prfeparer 
tous ces rendez-vous intema- 
tionaux dans les meilleures 
conditions possibles, dont. la 
venue d'un emraineur eirangcr 
pour l'fequipe nationaie. 

L'ancien entrain cur national 
fran^ais Michel Hidalgo devait 
d'ailleurs lui-rueme venir don¬ 
ner quelques conseils aux 
joueurs ct entraineurs jordani- 
ens au mois de mars. Une col¬ 
laboration qui n'a finalemcnt 
jamais vu le jour. Le nouveau 
sccrfeiaire gfenferal de la ffedfera¬ 
tion. Hisham Lutfi Asfour, nc 
dfesesperc en tout.cas pas de 
irouver un nouveau candidaL II 
est vrai que ia Jordanie a dfeja 
fah appel dans ' le passfe 4 des 
entraineurs anglais, yougoslavc 
ou russc.B 

Olivier Bras 
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Cinema 


«Ma saison prff£r£e», de Andrfe 

TtkhinS avec Catherine Deneuve, 
Daniel Auteuil,... 

Le 22 mai h 20h00 au Theatre 
Amoun. 


Expo-vente 


T61£vi$ion 

! Nagui arrive sur le petit &ran 
i jordanien & une heure de grande 
£coute. Son Emission musicale 
Taratata sera d&ormais diffusee 
4 20h00 le jeudi soir sur ia 
deuxifeme chaine. 

L'occasion d'4couter jouer ou 
chanter en direct les meilleurs in- 
terpr^tes de la musique modeme. 
Du rock 4 la world music. Nagui 
a pour habitude d'offnr un pla¬ 
teau musical toujours de qualite. 


Hvga* 

Une manifestation toumant autour du livre 
pour enfants associant 4 la fois expositions, 
conferences et vente d'ouvrages. 

1^20 mat a 18h00 au CCF: «Le$ coulisses de ht 
creation d'une image* par Christophe Besse et 
Yvan Pommaux. 

Le 21 mai 4 18h00 au CCF: «Im collaboration 
auteur-editeur; la gfndse d'une sine » par Caro- 
lme Scob, directrice la maison d'edition 
«Cjiscade» et Catherine Missonier, auteur. 

Le 22 mai a 18 hoo au CCF: * La place du ro¬ 
man d I’ere du multi-media livre et CD-Rom* 
par Catherine Scob. 

Expositions- 

Du 19 au 22, plus d'un millier d'ouvrages se- 
ront mis en vente au CCF. Yvan Pommaux 
et Christophe Besse exposeront leurs illustra- 
nons jusqu'au 31 mai au CCF. 
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THE STAR 13 T 


Activities 


Royal Cultural Centre___ 

American Centre Libraiy. 

British Council_..... 

French Cultural Centre_ 

Goethe Institute... 

Cervantes Institute (Spanish).- 

Turkish Cultural Centre.. 

Haya Arts Centre.. 

Y.W.C.A___ 

Y.W.M.A... 

Darat al Funun.... 

Alia Art Gallery_._ 

Baladoa Art Gallery_—... 

Nabil AI Mashini Theale_ 

Nabil & Hi sham's Theatre__ 


66102(5/7 Concord Cinema. 677420 

.... 820101 Plaza Cinema. 009238 

. 636147/8 Philadelphia Cinema.634144 

... 637009 

.... 641993 Sports Clubs 

— 610858 Al Hussein Sports City.667 1 81/5 

— 639777 Orthodox Club -.810491 

.... 665195 Royal Automobile Club.815410 

641793 Royal Shooting Club.736572 

.... 664251 - Royal Chess Club. 673713 

.....643252 Royal Racing Club__09-801233 

,... 639303 Jordan Bridge Club...676990 

.... 657132 Amman Mun. Library__-636111 

... 675571 Univ. of Jordan Libraiy.-.843555 

„.. 625155 R.S.C.N--837931/837937 



Government Depts. 


I 
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The Prime Ministry.641211 

Amman Greater Municipality.636111 

Agriculture.686151 

Awqaf & Islamic Affairs.666141 

Culture/Jabal Amman...636391 

Education & Higher Education.669IS1 

Energy & Mineral Resources.. 815615 

Finance.. 636321 

Foreign Affairs.644361 

Industry & Trade.663191 

Information.641467 

Interior Ministry ..663111 

Justice.663101 


Labour...-.698186 

Municipalities & Environment.641393 

Parliamentary Affairs--641211 

Planning.-.. 644466 

Post & Communications-624301 


Public Hmlth ... . 

. 665131 

Public Works & Housing .. 

_668481 

....673191 


.602121 

Tourism & Antiquities —._ 

. 642311 

.641461 


. 680100 

Youth / University.- 

_604701 


Diplomatic Corps 


Algerian.641271/2 

Australian. 673246/7 

Austrian.-.644635 

Bahraini.664148/9 

Brazilian . 642183 

Belgian...675683 

Bulgarian . 8I8J5I 

Canadian . 666124 

Chilean . 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons .... 677559 

Czech .671813/666135 

Danish Consulate Gen_603703 

Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 
French . 641273/4 


German . 

. 689351 

Greek. 

.. 671331/2 

Hungarian. 

. 815614 

Icelandic Consulate.... 

. 698851 

Indian .. 

. 637262 


82891I 

Iraqi. 

639331 

Italian. 

.638185 

Japanese . 

... 672486/7 

Kuwaiti. 

.... 675135/8 

Libyan. 

.. 693101/3 


Lebanese . 641381 

Moroccan . 641451 

Netherlands. 619699 / 619693 

New Zealand Consulate.636720 

North Korean .666349 

Norwegian Embassy. 644932/4 

Omani. 686155 

Pakistani. 622787 

Palestine.677517 

People's Rep. of China.666139 

Philippines.-. 645161 

Polish. 637153 1 

Qatari.682666 

Romanian. 667738; 

Russian. 641158 

Saudi Arabian.814154/6 

Slovenia Honorary Cons.S61542 

Sri Lanki, Consulate .645312 

South Korean.660745/6 

South Africa..811194 

Spanish.614166/9 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish. 669177/9 

Swiss. 686416/7 

Syrian . 641076 

Taiwan —.-.- 671530 

Tunisian. 674307/8 

Turkish_:.64I25I. 

CLA.E. 643347/643341 

United Kingdom.823100 

United States. 820101 

Yemen. 642381 

EEC Delegation. 668191 

ESCWA.694351/8 

ICRC. 688645 

UNDP/WFP . 668171/7 

UNRWA .. 607398 

UNICEF. 629571 

UNESCO. 606559 


Airlines 


Adria Airways.-.667029 

Aeroflot.641510 

Aeromexico.-. 694802 

Air Canada.630879 

Air France.666055/667824 

Air India .688301/2 

Air Lanka_682140 

Alitalia.625203 

Alyemda (Air yemen).653691 

American Airlines.669068 

Arab Wings.894484 

Austrian Airlines.. 693845/694604 

Balkan Airlines.665909 

British Midland_694802 

British Airways ..828801 

Cathay Pacific..628596 

China Airlines.-. 636232 

Cyprus Airways.667028 

Delta Air Lines.643661 

Egypt Air.630011 

Emirates Airlines.643341 

Gulf Air.653613 

Hungarian Airlines . 622275 

Iberia...637827/644036 

Iran Air. 622826 

Japan AirLines.630879 

KLM. 622175 

Korean Airlines ... 676624/662236. 

Libyan Arab Airlines.643831/2' 

Lufthansa.601744! 

Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 

MEA.636104 

Olympic.. 630125/638433, 

Philippine Airlines_640200 

PI A . 625981 

Polish Airlines . 625981 

Qantas.862288 

Royal Jordanian.678321 1 

Saudia..639333 , 

Scandinavian Airlines.604499 . 

Singapore Airlines.67617? . 

Sudan Airlines.694501 

Swiss Air (G.SA.) 659791/641906 1 

Syrian Air.. 622147 

United Airlines.641959 

USAir..694801/2 

TAROM- Romanian.637380 

Thai Airways.637195 

Trans World Airline.623430 

Turkish Airlines ..659102 

Yemenia Airways.628175 

Queen Alia Airport..... (08) 53200 
RJ Flight Ipfo ,., r —(08).532p0 


Aqaba Hotels 


Al-Cazar . 314131 

Aqaba.314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel.316636 

Aquamarina l.316250 

Coral Beach.313521 

Holiday Inti.312426 

Miramar.314340 


important Numbers 


Emergencies 

Police. 192/621111 

Civil Defence H.Q. 193/f 98/199 

Fire Brigade.622090/93 

Ambulance.199 

Blood Bank.775121 

Traffic Police.625943/639703 

Traffic Accidents. 897467/8 

Highway Police.7S7111 

Hospitals 

Akleh Maternity.642441/2 

Al-Ahli, Abdali.664164/6 

A1-Bashir, Ashrafieh....775111/26 

Al-Muasher Hospital. 667227/9 

Amal Hospital.674155 

Army, Morka.891611/15 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 

Italian-AI-Muhajreen.777101/3 

Jabal Amman Maternity... 642362 

Khaledi Maternity.644281/6 

Malhas. J. Amman.636141 

Palestine, Shmeisani.664171/4 

Queen Alia Hospital.... 602240/50 

Shmeisani Hospital.607431 

The Islamic, Abdali .... 666127/37 
University Hospital. 845845 

General 

Amman Municipality.843402 

Electricity Complaints.121 

Prices complaints.666181 

Hotel complaints. 08/53200 

Sewerage Complaints.896390 

Water Complaints.656390/91 

Jordan Television.773111/19 

Radio Jordan.774111/19 

Post Office Info.750981/2/3 

Telephone Information. 121 


businessman SUEDE 


Hotel Suites 


Comfort 

® Service 
Location 


Sweifvieh 


THE BEST MUSIC STORE 


.. • 





FREDDY FOR MUSIC 

A NAME THAT YOU TRUST 

TEL, 692695 

CARDENS ST 




Many Villas & Aparicments 
Furnished and Unfurnished for 
Rent & Sale 

for more information please 
call 


Tel. 810605- 810609- 
865605. Fax. 810520 
Abdoun. AlmouhLiseh Center. 


[+ HOSPjTAUTY-J 

> 




True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
imagination 

Tel:314131/2. 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 

JUST VISIT 



Te 1:666705 




-IVEacca St TcL S62I3S 
Bcbfad Jaber Center 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 


i»A«r 

i c — 


Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darotl Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 




Beauty Institute 

O Facials 

O Body skirt treatment 

O Make-up 

6 European manicures <£• . 
pedicures 



To Advertise in this 
space, call us at 




ADAMS! 


Cafe Restaurant 

Different 




Jnhvi \n nuun Tel: 645229 




*43* 

'-A -A % 

The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily J2:00-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

Tel 638968 


Develop your colour film at our 
shop and gel: 

*■ JUMBO photo size 
30% larger 
free enlargement 
20X30 cm 

Shmeisani- Op?. Gnne- 

Phone: 604M2 
Suefieh. Phone S2389? 


EH3 

Your first choice in Aqaba 

AQABA GULF HOTEL 

For reservations call (03) 316636 B 

Fax (03) 31H246 | 






lli-;ici Olfii-i- \l \ MmIu r Si i 
1< I: 77Sl‘t‘> I .in.; 7SH.SI 


I nril.m I in' i rsil > Mr- 
Tel: iiS.SfiX 2 


S a f e w a v -Tel: 6 8 5 3 1 1 


The Best PIZZA 
in Jordan 

t DTN& IN.TAKEAWAY & DELIVERY I 
Mecca sL Jab’r Trude Center 

7,5: 821938 


ssi this 
spscs, cali 
cs at 


652-3* 



7th circle. TeL 820099 


[7TT] 


jfLI 

I'i'fM'f 


THE TOP THREE HIGH CLASS FASHION HOUSES IN GERMANY 


*Professtonal Drycleaning - 
*Shoes Repair 
*Daming 
*£agraving 

*UphoIstery &. Carpet Cleaning 
Al - Jaber & Housing Bank Shopping Centers 
Tel: 679947 


Available at, i _ 

KAREMAN JANARD Boutique 


VJ * A : 

J i \JJ M 


\K <\_j 


IIMJ) BER6ER 


1 •! .• k : •’ ■> I i ’• I ! 1 i I 
*■ J •* hi ’■h. ‘ i •. 
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Al - Jaber Shopping Center, Mecca St. Phone : 821656 & 814714 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


& 


W !f s t 

CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


v A r AM 


Wasfi AI-TalSL 

Tel: 695180 


Fax: 682525 


T 

* > 

; W-T 


dZc i. •C.' tc-ts L.- '-P -- —» W b wi/lu f 

;>■ 

we offer:- 


5 ^ \ we offer:- 6 ^ \ 

❖ Computerized Engine Check ❖ Electro Mechanical car check . 

| ^-—' J v AuromaLic & Manual car wash services ❖ wheel balance mainianance l -' ? 

\ sasakeh/ ❖ Oil Change \s>sukek.i'' 


RentaCar carriage carriage 


Wasfi Al-Tal SL Tel: 685454 Fax: 682525 



Not all “ cafe’s “ are 
created equal 
A Touch Of Class In 
True Arabian Style 




The Place For Finest 
Arabic Setting 
Close Enough To Get 
Away From It All 


True Arabian Style Away From It All 

AU Shmeisani, NearAta Ali, Middle East Bank Bldg,. Tel.: 698005 
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Have you 
noticed: 


THE STAR'S / *0 

— *r.\ ~ -r- — .^7- ^ 

iV^V " wi ; ^ 


-J ' •■' ^ - - Vj ’ W4 

COMPUTING & HIGIt TECH 


X. 


Edited by Zeid Nasser 


Everyone is talking 
about the Internet 
and on-line services. 

The Workstation 
page is truning into 
the forum for these 
topics. 

Fax us on 648298 or 
email us at 
Starfe'NETS.com.Jo 
with your views. 
We and our readers 
want to know them. 


Microsoft’s efforts to give the 
Internet a ‘friendlier’ face 




SY, Z£ID 5S3ASSSK ! 


More than 100 companies 
join with Microsoft and Intel 


Epson’s intorduces high technology to the region. 


Narrowing the gap 


EPSON, ONE of the world's 
leading printer makers, whose 
products have been available in 
the Middle east for many years, 
has focused more attention on 
providing marketing and support 
to users in the region, in recent 
years. 

Epson's Regional Sales Man¬ 
ager. Mr Jonathan Becker, 
spake la BYTE Middle East, pz 
the pan-Arab magazine, 
about his company's policy 
of commitment to the Middle 
East market and his expecta¬ 
tions for the future. 


lower the normal costs of such 
printing technology, even pro¬ 
vide higher quality reaching 720’ 
dots per inch (dpi). "Our color 
laser primer still leads the mar¬ 
ket,” said Mr Becker. 

Also. Epson was first to intro¬ 
duce jet laser technology, two 
years ago, with its Stylus Color 
720 ink jet printer. "We think 


Regarding Epson's mar¬ 
keting and promotion poli¬ 
cies in the Middle East, Mr. 
Becker staled that Epson 
works through a dual hack 
strategy by which advertis¬ 
ing campaigns in Middle 
Eastern and Pan Arab media L. 
are launched from the 
United Kingdom, while also pro¬ 
viding local marketing to cover 
national publications mid partici¬ 
pation in exhibitions and events. 

As to Epson's latest products 
available in Middle Eastern mar¬ 
kets, Mr Becker said that many 
models of ink jet printers have 
been successfully introduced in 
different markets of the region, 
with plans to continue pushing 
this line of Epson products. 

Epson Laser printers are 
receiving much more attention, 
due to the introduction of well- 
featured lasers recently. Multi- 
media is another direction being 
considered seriously as Epson is 
launching a multimedia over¬ 
head projector in the Middle 
East within the cornier "c.ahs. 

Commenting on a the technol¬ 
ogies utiiuo! >y Epson, Mr. 
Becker said that Epson has 
achieved massive-success with 
its. color laser printer that uses 
’permanent print head 1 
technology. 

This has enabled Epson to 



that ink jet printing technologies 
are growing at a first pace, with 
ink jets actually taking market 
share from laser printers. At 
Epson, we hove seen our market 
share grow." 

Regarding its market share in 
the Middle East, the main prob¬ 
lem. in Epson's opinion, is the 
lack of dependable statistical 
information. There are no official 
sources for data on the Middle 
Eastern computer markeL 
Instead. Epson depends on its 
strong ties with distributors in 
different countries of the region 
to estimate the size of the printer 
mrckeL Still, this is not accurate 
enough. 

There is a general direction in 
the personal computer market 
towards notebook systems. 
Epson have released a printer 
product for notebooks, but the 
company believes it should still 

; is most of its efforts on the 
& top market. 

Jpson also provides an exten¬ 
sive and distinguished range of 


computer scanners, which lead 
the market in the United King¬ 
dom. The company would like to 
replicate this success in the Mid¬ 
dle East. Epson scanners offer 
several level 5 of dot accuracy, 
from 1200 to 1400 dots per inch 
(dpi). Apparently, there is much 
interest in the region for such 
scanners, especially in 
-—. the publishing, advertis¬ 
ing and pre-production 
fields. 

In a market with 
tough competition from 
the likes Hewlett- 
Packard (HP). Epson 
believes that the oppor¬ 
tunity is sill there for 
easy-to-use. fully fea¬ 
tured scanners. Adding 
to that Epson's plans for 
intensive training 

courses for a group of its 

_ products, Epson thinks 

that it can narrow the 
technical differences between 
the Middle East, on the one 
hand, and Europe and the USA 
on the other. 

“Wc aim to make the scanner 
the third unit sitting on every 
desk after the personal computer 
and the printer, all over the 
world." said Mr Becker. 

Multi-functional scanning 
devices arc already available 
from Epson, such as the GT 300 
which can provide faxing, e- 
mailing, optical character recog¬ 
nition and scanning. The soft¬ 
ware packaged with the GT 300 
provides storage facilities for 
processed data. 

Answering a question regard¬ 
ing Epson's customer support 
services in the Middle East, Mr. 
Becker stated that this was cen¬ 
tral to Epson strategy in the 
region, as it is absolutely guaran¬ 
teed that Epson customers will 
find all the spare parts, accesso¬ 
ries and consumables required. 
"Our Dubai branch is particu¬ 
larly successful in providing 


Microsoft and Intel, with 
endorsement from more than 
100 leading companies, have 
announced an open platform 
that will build on industry stan¬ 
dards to make video, voice and 
data communications over the 
Internet as commonplace as a 
simple telephone call. 

Customers can soon expect 
to communicate over the Inter¬ 
net in new and exciting ways, 
regardless of their computer 
platforms. 

Business users will. Tor 
example, be able to make 
video, voice and data confer¬ 
ence calls, collaborate and 
share their applications with 
others on the Internet. 

Students will be able to 
attend classes, see live video 
of their instructors, and view 
classroom materials over the 
Internet. Grandparents will be 
able to sec, talk to and play 
games with Lheir grandchildren 
through Internet video tele¬ 
phones. The new implementa¬ 
tion, which is jointly being 


developed by Microsoft and 
Intel, is scheduled to be deliv¬ 
ered later this year. 


New technologies make it 
easier to create personal Web 
sites 

Microsoft has also 
announced technologies that 
make it easy to create personal 
Web sites, share 

files over the - 

Internet and 
intranets, and — 

publish Web * * 

pages to any 
standard Web * + 

site.The peer . * 

Web service ** 

extends Micro- - * 

soft Windows 95 
and Windows — 

NT Workstation 
operating systems with per¬ 
sonal Web capabilities. 



Microsoft Access will sup¬ 
port Internet Controls Pack 
Microsoft has announced 
that the Access data base for 
the Windows 95 operating sys¬ 
tem will support die Microsoft 
Internet Control Pack (ICP), a 
package of six OLE controls 


that enable developers to add 
Internet functionality to custom 
applications and solutions with 
the use of standardized, reusa¬ 
ble 32-bit components. 

Using controls from ICP. a 
developer can add a browser- 
like functionality to a Microsoft 
access-based solution with 

database information and Web 
information coex- 
- isting on a Micro¬ 
soft Access-based 
form. 

Applications 
that store key 
words for Web 
sites, comments 
and a history of 
sites visited con be 
created easily with 
controls. 

■■ ■ Live data such 

os financial information, traffic 
data, and other real-time infor¬ 
mation, can be added to an 
Access-based solution for 
instantaneous data gathering, 
storage, reporting and analysis. 
These capabilities meet the rap¬ 
idly growing demands of devel¬ 
opers and power users for tools 
that integrate business solutions 
with the Internet. ■ 


Jordan’s on-line community ( 
takes center stage, again <| 


News update 


Saudi Arabians await 
Internet anxiously 


• It's hard to imagine that 
Internet services are still not 
available in Saudi Arabia, but 
there are reasons for lateness in 
introducing the service. 

First, the modem telecom¬ 
munications infrastructure of 
the country, currently being 
installed by AT&T, is still not 
done. 

The other reason ore fears 
from the cultural invasion that 
an absolutely open information 
system like the Internet could 
cause. Apparently, Saudi offi¬ 
cials are worried about the 
‘immoral aspects' of the Inter¬ 
net such as pornographic con- 


such comprehensive services, 
and wc will continue to provide 
similar high-level services at our 
Saudi Arabian branch.” 

Mr Becker concluded that, in 
spite of the availability of cheap 
imitations of Epson extra parts 
and accessories on the market, it 
is always better for user to stick 
to Epson original parts, as. these 
will guarantee superior perfor¬ 
mance and quality. 


BYTE Middle East 


Rodman’s offensive exploits 
help Bulls nip Knicks 


By Mark Heisler 
LA Times - Washington Post 
News Service 


NEW YORK — He plays bas¬ 
ketball, too? 

With Michael Jordan drag¬ 
ging and Scottie Pippen, uh. off 
his game. Coach Phil Jackson 
searched through his Unmentio- 
nabulls for offensive help, only 
to see the unlikeliesl of them all 
step up. 

Live from New York, it was 
Dennis Rodman! 

For once, notoriety had noth¬ 
ing io do with books, cross¬ 
dressing or Madonna. Rodman 
took 19 rebounds Sunday, held 
Anthony Mason to one point 
and made two late drives to the 
basket, himself, hitting Bill 
Wennington for the baskets that 
helped the Bulls come from 
three points down in the last 
1:28 to beat the Knicks. 94-91. 

Still looking less than awe¬ 
some. the Bulls have had to 
rally in the fourth quarter for ail 
their wins in this series but lead. 
3-1. with Game 5 Tuesday in 
Chicago. 

"They figured I'm too much 
of a chicken... to take the shot," 
said Rodman with characteristic 
decorum, "that I'm too much of 
a lazy ... to play offense.” 

“Every once in a while. I sur¬ 
prise you.” 

Just what the Knicks needed, 
a surprise. Rodman played 52 
minutes in Saturday’s overtime 
loss, then rested by appearing 
on '‘Saturday Night Live” in 
which he reprised his famous 
head-butting scene, then report¬ 
edly joined the cast at a party in 
the early hours of Sunday 
morning. 

Nevertheless, he looked like 
his old, manic self Sunday eve¬ 
ning, even if no one else did, 
Jordan followed his magical 46- 
point effort Saturday with a 
modest 27-pointer, missing 16 
of 23 shots. Pippen shot his 
usual percentage, going three 
for i 1 and hurting his back in 
the process, although he stayed 
in the game. 

Somehow they managed to 
lead the Knicks. no freewheel¬ 
ing scorers themselves. S6-76 in 
the fourth quarter—whereupon 
the Bulls went almost six min¬ 
utes without scoring. 

Handed a reprieve, the 


Knicks went on * 
a 13-0 run to 
grab the lead. 

Patrick Ewing's 
running 11- 
footer with 1:41 
left, giving them 
an 89-86 lead. At 
that point. Jor¬ 
dan had missed 
all six of his ; 
shots in the i 
fourth quarter, j 
Pippen had 
missed all five in 1 
the second half I 
and it was look- 1 
ing like a tie j 
series and a long | 
week's work. ; 

Then a funny ' 
thing happened. . 

Finding no 
one in front of 
him. Rodman I 
drove the lane I 
and when Ewing i. 
came up. hit ]i 
Wennington for !' 

a dunk, the Bulls' | : 
first basket in •• 

5:57 i: 

Moments ; 
later, the defense ] i 
parted again, j 
wide enough to 
ride through on 
his motorcycle. 

Rodman drove a 
second time and 
hit Wennington, 
who turned and 
made a 12-fooier 

with 37 seconds 
left, putting the 
Bulls ahead to 
stay. 

"We knew 
they wouldn't 

take him sen- - 

ously as an offensive player," 
said Jackson, consenting to take 
questions again, either because 
the press was acting more 
responsibly or because his team 
had won. 

"We just said, take it to the 
hoop and see what you con 
set.” 

Actually, Jackson didn't 
impose a total media embargo. 
He did an interview with 
NBC’s Marv Albert that was 
shown before Sunday's game— 
either because Marv was acting 
responsibly or because Phil had 
a message he wanted to impart 
—in which he again announced 



he'd be interested in the Knicks’ 
job if it were vacant. 

Jackson is on the last year of 
his contract with the Bulls and 
negotiations for a new one have 
stalled. But he's as likely to 
come to New York as he is to 
end up running on Bob Dole's 
ticket. Jackson has no intention 
of being at the mercy of the 
New York tabloids and after 
years of bitter rivalry, during 
which he has campaigned for 
edges through the newspapers. 
Knick officials bristle at the 
mention of his name. 

The current Knick coach. Jeff 


Van Gundy, makes liulc secret 
of his distaste but he has an old, 
fading team, down 3-1, headed 
for Chicago—where it has lost 
11 playoff games in a row—and 
isn't in good position to zing 
Jackson or anyone. 

"Again, our guys believe.” 
said Van Gundy, a lonely, pip¬ 
ing voice in a sea of skepticism. 
"Whether anyone else does, 
that's for everyone to decide that 
one. But wc'vc never had a 
problem with belief." 

They have that going for them, 
then, if little else.S 


tent and obscenities. 

However, there arc bulletin 
board services (BBS's) in the 
country and they seem to offer 
half-solutions to shift email 
from and to (he Internet, in the 
aim of serving local users. 

However, once the telecom¬ 
munication projects are in 
place, jt is expected that Saudi 
Arabia will join the Internet, 
while trying to implement a 
number of solutions to battle 
offensive content that is not in 
line with Arab and Islamic 
tradition. 


that, they should be able to pro¬ 
duce processors that run at blis¬ 
tering speeds. 

The first of their processors, 
the 500MHz PowerPC chip, 
should start production in the 
beginning of 1997. This proces¬ 
sor will be compatible with the 
PowerPC 604, and is aimed at 
high performance desktop com¬ 
puters and servers. 


IT SEEMS that the topic of on-line services in Jordan contin- 
ucs to be hot material for international mag azine s. 

Following the article published about NETS in Newsweek 
last month, BusinessWeek, the international weekly, have pub¬ 
lished a full-page article about Jordan's on-line community. 

This feature, however, provides a wider look at on-line ser¬ 
vices available in the country, without the kind of sensational¬ 
ism of the Newsweek article (see The Star, Interface, April 25, 
1996). 

BusinessWeek's correspondent in Amman, Kirk Albrecht, 
states that “Jordan is leading the Arab World in creative uses 
of electronic media. While Egypt, Bahrain, Kuwait and the 
United Arab Emirates all have Internet access, the various 
governments control the service because of worries about free 
flow if information." 

There is a lengthy mention of the activities on NETS, by 
which users can directly interact with the Minister of Informa¬ 
tion. Dr Marwan Muasher, and even the Prime Minister’s 
Office; both of whom are available to answer questions and 
inquiries from users on the service regarding all sorts of politi¬ 
cal and social issues. 

As the writer says, Jordanian officials are shrewd enough to 
realize that the electronic revolution is here to stay and that 
they are better off trying to use it than resist it. 

Also, the article provides publicity for other local compa¬ 
nies like Arabia On-Line, for which a shot of the opening 
screen is published, and Global One/Sprinl Jordan, the Internet 
on-line service provider. 

Once again, we can say that all this publicity Jordan is 
receiving in the international press can provide some very pos¬ 
itive results, in terms of creating an awareness among readers 
all over the world that an on-line literate community exists in 
the country. 

To check out the BusinessWeek article, look for the issue 
dated 20 May. 1996, which is still on the market this week. ■ 
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Nokia phone with email 
capabilities 


Processors running at 
500MHz, by 1997 


• An American company, 
based in Silicon Valley, 
announced that it was develop¬ 
ing a PowerPC processor which 
is expected to exceed 500MHz 
in speed. That happens to be 
three times the speed of current 
Pentium processors from Intel! 

Exceptional Technologies, 
tile name of the upstart com¬ 
pany behind this possible 
breakthrough, includes an expe¬ 
rienced team of scientists .and 
engineers who used to work for 
giants like Apple, Intel, Chips 
& Technologies, MIPS, Moto¬ 
rola and others. 

So, with a powerful team like 


• Nokia, the Finnish maker of 
cellular telephones and accesso¬ 
ries. plans to launch a unique 
cellular telephone soon that 
enables users to send and 
receive email. 

The unit will probably 
include a CPU and a modem- 
like chipset Hie prospect of 
checking your email using your 
cellular phone could revolution¬ 
ize the concept of information 
exchange as we know it 

As of yet not enough infor¬ 
mation is available to us regard¬ 
ing this hot new product, 
except that it will cost an esti¬ 
mated $2,000. Start saving up, 
to enjoy the best of two worlds: 
Cellular communications and 
electronic massaging. 






STILL ON the subject of the Internet the electronic edition of 
the Jordanian Arabic-language daily. Ad Dustour, seems to be 
performing very well. 

Apparently, there are tens of thousands of people abroad who 

read Ad Dustour _ 

every morning, and j 

who send in email ... 

commenting on 
many issues. j 

Arabia On-Line, -rCT—l| 

the company respon- ^* 1^2 * maa tt/ eo m' 

sibie for setting up piSWv Vn . ^T 
and maintaining Ad g -0jocuuj.iJ tft ^ "T 

Internet^ savs^that 

ha™ 3 risited “aS- I 
Dustour's pages on 

the Worldwide Web. * 

One of the funnier- 

things is how Jordanian students in the US and Canada are 
using Ad Dustour’s site at Arabia On-Line to.send messages 
to their family and friends! If you would like to see what the 
electronic edition of Ad Dustour looks like, check it out at 
address www.arabia.com. ■ 
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Jordan Rally kicks off 
today, Thursday 
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AMMAN (Star)—CAR RAC¬ 
ING enthusiasts will be 
pleased io learn that the Jor¬ 
dan International rally will 
start today. Thursday. Kick 
off rime is 12 pm from the 
King Abdallah Gardens in 
Shmeisani. 

The two-day event will fin¬ 
ish Friday at 6:45 pm at the 
Forte Grand Hotel. 

The rally which is under 
the patronage of HRH Prince 
Faisal, who is also the chair¬ 
man of the Motor Sports 
Committee, is organized by 
the Royal Automobile Club of 
Jordan(RACJ) and the Forte 
Grand Hotel. 

This is a desert rally. Com¬ 
petitors will head south to the 
rose-red city of Petra and 
back. Race drivers will cover 
as much as 860 Kilometers 
including 325 Kilometers of 
14 special stages. 

Ladies will not participmc 
in this rally as expected since 
the two British female drivers 
sold their Peugeot car to Ibra¬ 
him Ala Ali. 

Out of a total of 35 partici¬ 
pants, 14 Jordanian drivers 
will take part in the rally. 
Four drivers have pulled out 
of the race because their cars 
had not arrived. 

Jordanian competitors 
include Marouf Abu Samara 
who finished third in last 
year's Jordan Rally and first 
on the Jordanian team. Bashar 
Busiami and Ahmad AI 
Daoud are also taking part. 

'This is a very good num¬ 
ber of local competitors" Mr 
Hassan Ala' Eddin. chairman 
of ihc Rally Commitice at 
(RACJ) told a press confer¬ 
ence held at the Forte Grand 
Hotel which is the rally head¬ 
quarters. He added "We 
appreciate the Forte Grand 
which remained the rally 
headquarters for the third 
consecutive year and had pro¬ 
vided some Jordanian drivers 
with free accommodation.” 

Foreign participants 
include top drivers from 
Great Britain, Australia, 
France. Cyprus and Germany. 
Also competitors from Saudi 
Arabia. UAE and Bahrain 
among many others are also 
taking part. 

The entry list is headed by 
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Middle East Champion 
Abdallah Bakhashab of Saudi 
Arabia and Mohammed Bin 
Sulayycm. 

“The Jordan Rally Tor this 
year is without a sponsor but 
is supported by the Forte 


Grand and Royal Jordanian 
with some other co-sponsors 
which the rally organizers are 
grateful for," Mr Bader 
Rashid, the press officer of 
the RACJ told The Star. 

“We have done all we 


could to facilitate the cover- ^ 
age by the press and the p\. 
media and we prepared a ‘ T a' ir* 

press kit for journalists to ^ 

have all the information they -'N u, iti r , j? 

Seed about the Jordan Infer- .‘‘"Vl 


P O 


need about the Jordan Invu- 
national Rally,” he added. ■ 



















